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FORMER President 
Joseph Estrada is no 
longer a political issue. 
This was the conclu- 
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Inquirer story wrong 


LABOR Secretary Patricia Sto, Tomas is right, 
and the INQUIRER is wrong. 

PDI Readers’ Advocate Rau! Palabrica in- 
vestigated Sto. Tomas’ complaint regarding the 
accuracy of the Inquirer's July 8 banner story, 
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The story was based on a supposed press 
statement that quoted Sto. Tomas as saying that 
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Ousted President finally arraigned on four counts of plunde 


By MARTIN P. MARFIL, 
ALCUIN PAPA AND 
PHILIP C. TUBEZA 


“WITH the prosecution and 
indictment of a President, 
even while sitting as Presi- 
dent, a new day has finally 
dawned for our country and 
people. 


“The clarion call to arms, the 
aming must ring loud, clear and 
unmistakable to one and all—that, 
henceforth, even the powerful and 
the mighty will be held to account 
for, and explain, their acts." 

The warning, which came from 
the resolution of the 
Sandiganbayan Third Division de- 
nying house arrest for deposed 
President Joseph Estrada, rang loud 
and clear yesterday with his ar- 
raignment on a charge of four 
counts of plunder, a crime punish- 
able by death. 

With his arraignment, Estrada 
becomes the first Philippine presi- 
dent to stand trial for corruption. 

In arraignment proceedings, the 
accused is brought personally to 
court and charges are read to him. 
The judge then asks whether the 
accused pleads guilty to the charges. 

As in his arraignment on June 
27 for the lesser charge of perjury, 
Estrada did not enter a plea on the 
plunder charge. 

“On the advice of my lawyer, 1 
refuse to enter any plea,” the de- 
posed President told Justice 
Anacleto Badoy Jr. 

Badoy entered a plea of "not 
guilty" for Estrada. 

His co-accused, son Jose 
“Jinggoy” Estrada and lawyer Ed- 
ward Serapio also refused to enter 
a plea. The court also entered "not 

ilty" pleas for Estrada's co-ac- 


During his nearly three-hour 
court appearance, Estrada told the 
justices of the anti-graft court that 
he objected to references in formal 
charges that also identified him as 
Jose Velarde and Asiong Salonga, 
the aliases he allegedly used to 
amass ill-gotten wealth. “Asiong 
Salonga” is a movie about a Tondo 
toughie with a soft heart for the 
poor played by Estrada in the 1960s. 

"Lam not known as Jose Velarde. 
am not Asiong Salonga,” he ad- 
dressed the court. 

“I would like to clarify that T 
was a former mayor of San Juan, 
former senator of the Philippines, a 
former Vice President and Presi- 
dent of the Republic of the Philip- 
pines,” Estrada said. 
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Cuevas 
takes pity 
on ex-boss 


By CATHY YAMSUAN 


IT TOOK former Justice Secretary. 
Serafin Cuevas a month to decide 
before accepting his new role as 
defense lawyer of deposed Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada in his plunder 
case before the Sandiganbayan. 

‘Their old spat over the question- 
able parole granted to priest killer 
Norberto Manero apparently made 
Cuevas think hard before agreeing 
to defend Estrada. 

Estrada signéd an order during 
his presidency granting parole to 
Manero, skipping a legal require- 
ment to have the convict's case re- 
viewed first by the Department of 
Justice then under Cueva 

Cuevas asserted the DOJ's par- 
ticipation and got the ire of Estrada. 

Then Executive Secretary 
Ronaldo Zamora later admitted that. 
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CRISIS OVER? 


Economy to rebound if 


By GIL CABACUNGAN JR 
AND AQUILES Z. ZONIO 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


BUSINESSMEN are looking for- 
ward to an economic rebound in 
the fourth quarter of this year if 
President Macapagal-Arroyo fulfills 
her promise of solving the crisis 
involving the Abu Sayyaf and other 
kidnap-for-ransom groups. 

Raul T. Concepcion, chair of the 
Federation of Philippine Industries, 
said that with the solution of the 
country's serious security problems, 
both the government and the pri- 
vate sector could concentrate on 
putting the economy on the path to 
recovery. 


"The second half (of the year) 
should provide a fresh star 

with the President's commitment 
to pump-prime the economy as her 
next objective after tackling the se- 
curity problems," said Concepcion, 
whose family is supposedly among 
those tagged as prime targets by 
kidnap syndicates. 

The military expects to smash 
the Abu Sayyaf with the capture 
‘Sunday of Nadzmie Suabdulla alias 
‘Commander Global, said to be the 
chief of staff of the Sulu-based fac- 
tion of the bandit group. 

"Definitely, we can get informa- 
tion that will lead to the arrest and 
capture of other leaders and their 
members,” Agence France Presse 


We 


yesterday quoted Col. Danilo 
Servando, spokesperson of the 
‘Armed Forces’ Southern Command 
as saying. 

Members of a composite team 
from the Philippine National Police, 
AFP and National Intelligence Co- 
‘ordinating Agency (Nica) recovered 
at noon yesterday 11 high-powered 
firearms and several rounds of am- 
‘munition supposedly left by Global's 
group in Barangay Daliao in 
Maasim, Sarangani province. 

The arms cache consisted of four 
M203s, three M16s, two M14s, an 
M79 and a 45 cal pistol, and was 
reportedly hidden in a vacant house. 

Abu Sayyaf members Halik 
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DOWN 
IN 
THE DUMPS 


As it was last year 
when 200 people 
were killed ina 
garbage landslide, 
so it is today at the 
Payatas dump in 
Quezon City where 
thousands continue 
to brave its gagging 
stench to earna 
living. (Story on Page 
A4) " 


Rich Chinoys send kids 


By ROCKY NAZARENO 


XIAMEN, China—Wealthy Chi- 
nese-Filipino familics are sending 
their children to schools here in a 
serious—and expensive—effort to 
avoid risks that they may be kid- 
napped for ransom in the Philippines. 

Dr. Li Yi Ping, director of the 
Center for Southeast Asian Studies. 
ofthe Xiamen University, made this 
disclosure in noting the upsurge in 
enrolment of Chinese-Filipino stu- 
dents in schools in this city. 

Li told Manila-based reporters 
in an interview at the university 
campus that Chinesc-Filipinos sent 
their children to study here during 
periods when kidnap-for-ransom 
cases were reported on the rise. 


SENATE ROW 


. to China amid kidnaps 


"Once the situation (in Manila) 
improves, they return (there),” Li 
said, i 
In a press statement issued late 
last month, Sen. Loren Legarda said 
47 members of the Chinese-Filipino 
community had been kidnapped for 
ransom during the past six months. 
Ma. Corazon Yap-Bahjin, Phil- 
ippine consul general to Xiamen, 
said the parents were putting up with 
the higher cost of education here 
and the long periods of separation 
justto ensure their children’s safety. 
“They send their children be- 
cause they're afraid of kidnapping,” 
she 
Because the matter is largely 
under wraps, the Philippine consu- 
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Drilon‘elated’; 
23 senators upset 


By CHRISTINE AVENDANO 
AND JULIET JAVELLANA 


THE ONLY senator who was 
“elated by the report that Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo had ex- 
pressed preference for Sen. Franklin 
Drilon to head the Senate was 
Drilon himself. 

In an apparent move to settle the 
festering rivalries among four sena- 
tors in the People Power Coalition 
(PPC) aspiring for the Senate presi- 
dency, Vice President Teofisto 
Guingona is set to meet tonight with 
administration senators. 

It was not certain whether 
tonight's meeting would include 
the senators from the PPC's coa- 
lition partner, the Lakas-NUCD, 


FAMILY portrait of the accused at the Sandiganbayan, ousted President Estrada and Jinggoy Estrada President Macapagal's party, 
flank Sen. Loi Ejercito-Estrada. Behind is Estrada son-in-law Beaver Lopez. 
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which is reportedly supporting 


Sen. Rene Cayetano. 

Yesterday, Cayetano warned that 
the Presidents alleged choice might 
cause the breakup of the adminis- 
tration coalition, 

“If the news reports are true, 1 
am not certain if this would result 
in the complete unity among Sen- 
ate members of the PPC to choose 
a common candidate for Senate 
president,” Cayetano said in a state- 
ment. 

Sen. Juan Flavier, who's bruited 
about as a "dark horse" in the race, 
warned that if PPC senators cannot 
get their act together, either current 
Senate President Aquilino Pimentel 
Jr. retains the Senate leadership or 
it goes to the opposition. 

The lone opposition candidate 
is Sen. Edgardo Angara, 
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New task force created to review raps against cronies 


Bv BLANCHE S. RIVERA 


THE PRESIDENTIAL Commission on 
Good Government is confident it can meet 
its self-imposed deadline of two years to 
resolve all the cases against the heirs of 
the late dictator Ferdinand Marcos and 
their cronies. 

Amid growing calls for its abolition, the 
PCGG announced the creation of a new 
task force to review all pending criminal 
cases against the Marcoses and their asso- 
ciates. 

PCGG Commissioner Ruben Carranza Jr. 
said the team would review the status of the. 
cases pending in the Sandiganbayan and Su- 
preme Court to see how far litigation has 
gone. 

“We want to move the cases that have been 
stuck in arraignment after all these years,” said 
Carranza who noted the many cases that are 
pending in the courts. 

He cited the case against businessman 
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Eduardo Cojuangco Jr. conceming his claim to 
the Manila Bulletin newspaper, which the Su- 
preme Court recently allowed to be filed in the 
Sandiganbayan anti-graft court. Cojuangco has 
appealed the ruling. 

‘Aside from-Cojuangco, the more prominent 
of the Marcos cronies against whom the govern- 
‘ment has pending criminal and civil suits are 
Chinese-Filipino businessman Lucio Tan, 
Alfredo Romualdez and Herminio Disini, the 
latter two relatives of the Marcos widow, Imelda. 

Very slowly 

Carranza said the cases had been moving very 
slowly in the courts because of the “obvious 
dilatory tactics" being resorted to by the defeñd- 
ants’ team of top-caliber lawyers. 

He said the Sandiganbayan had reprimanded 
the cronies’ counsels because of trivial motions, 
such as the motion for particulars and motion to 
review the cases, which are simply meant to 
delay the proceedings. 

Carranza stressed, however, that he was con- 
fident the PCGG can complete the litigation 
against the Marcoses and their cronies within 
the two-year deadline. 

‘The PCGG earlier set 2003 as its deadline to 
resolve the Marcos cases so it can devote itself 
full-time to the recovery of the wealth that Marcos 
allegedly plundered during his 20 years of power, 
which has reportedly been laundered in various 
countries. 
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"The two-year deadline is the long-term 
thing,” Carranza said. "But to do that, we must 
get more lawyers competent in the (prosecution 
of) ill-gotten wealth cases.” 

The problem with the country's best lawyers, 
however, is that they prefer to take on the cause 
of the cronies who are able to pay them well for 
their services, Carranza said. 


Senate bill 

The PCGG is also up against a Senate 
bill filed by Sen. Sergio Osmefia seeking its 
abolition. The senator said the agency had 
done "little" over the past 15 years of exist- 
ence. 

Though he said he "understands where the 
senator is coming from," Carranza said the gov- 
ernment “might lose its focus” if Congress ap- 
proves the proposal to transfer the functions 
the PCGG to a branch of the justice depart- 
ment. 

"Whether the PCGG has been a success 
ora failure is not the more significant issue, 
but that the PCGG has had experience in 
dealing with ill-gotten wealth pursuit," he 
said 

Since its inception in 1986, the PCGG has 
recovered about P88 billion of the Marcos ill- 
gotten wealth but its critics believe there is 
still so much more stashed away that the gov- 
emment has not been able to identify or re- 
cover. 


DECS: No more 
shortage of books, 
classrooms soon 


THE EDUCATION department has ambitiously 
announced an end to textbook and classroom 
shortages in three years. 

Education Undersecretary Isagani Cruz said 
the influx of foreign donors would allow thé 
department to build enough schools and buy a 
sufficient amount of instructional materials for 
public schools by 2004. 

Speaking at the relaunch of the Third El- 
ementary Education Project, Cruz said the De- 
partment of Education, Culture and Sports would 
ensure “zero backlog” in both textbooks and 
classrooms, which have been the perennial prob- 
Jems of state-run educational institutions. 

The TEEP is an P18-billion education im- 
provement program funded by the World Bank 
and the Japan Bank for International Coopera- 
tion, covering the period 1997 to 2004. 

It focuses on the country's 22 poorest provinces: 
Batanes, Apayao, Kalinga, Mt. Province, Benguet, 
Ifugao, Aurora, Masbate, Romblon, Eastem Samar, 
Biliran, Antique, Guimaras, Capiz, Leyte, Southem 
Leyte, Negros Oriental, Surigao del Sur, Agusan del 
Sur, Zamboanga del Sur and Cotabato. 

"(The TEEP) will lessen the gap between the 
rich and poor provinces,” Cruz said. “If we raise 
the average of life of the poorest Filipinos, we 
will improve the average of life in general.” 

‘The DECS is set to build 1,617 new classrooms 
this year and repair 3,150. This will benefit some 
240,000 public elementary school students. 

‘The DECS has reported a shortage of 16,214 
classrooms and 56.2 million textbooks this year. 

Education Secretary Raul Roco earlier said 
the DECS was working on a book-to-student 
ratio of 11:1 to improve the current ratio of 1:2, 
but that the budget was not sufficient to make 
the necessary textbook purchases this school year. 
Blanche S. Rivera 


15 foreigners held 
in stock fraud 


AUTHORITIES yesterday detained 15 foreign- 
ers believed to be Europeans on suspicion they 
were involved in stock fraud, National Bureau 
of Investigation officials said. 

NBI and Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion agents raided an office late on yesterday in 
the Makati business district where the foreign- 
ers were suspected of running an operation 
which they duped foreigners abroad into i 
vesting in shares of non-existent companies. 

NBI officials said the foreigners were be- 
lieved to be from Europe but declined to iden- 
tify them. Authorities were still trying to verify 
the foreigners’ passports at relevant embassies. 

“The victims of this scam are mostly retired 
foreign nationals who browse the Internet and 
play the stock market,” a senior NBI official 
told reporters. 

The suspects were under investigation and 
could face charges of violating the Securities 
Act as they were suspected of selling securi- 
ties without a license and making transactions 
through misrepresentation, the NBI official 
said. Reuters 


400 new architects 


COMMISSIONER Alfonso G. Abad, acting 
chair of the Professional Regulation Com- 
mission, yesterday announced that 400 out of 
1,085 passed the Architect Licensure Exar 
nation given by the Board of Architecture 
Manila in June. The results of examination 
with respect to four examinees were withheld 
pending final determination of their liubi 
ties under the rules and regulations govern- 
ing licensure examination, (See complete list 
of successful examinees on www.INQ7.net.) 
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"No one can please God without faith, for whoever 
comes to God must have faith that God exists and 


Gov't to declare exclusion zone 
around Malampaya gas project 


By J. JAVELLANA 


PRESIDENT Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo is set to is- 
proclamation de- 
ig an exclusion and 
safely zone around the 
Malay tural 


tions in January. 
mpaya will gen- 
erate about 16 percent of 
the country's total elec- 
tricity supply beginning 
next year and reduce by 
at least $670 million its 
annual oil imports of $2 
1o $3 billion, presiden- 
tial spokesperson 
Rigoberto Tiglao s 

The, E Malampa 
project is one of the p 
live economic devel 
ments that the President 
is expected to highlight 
in her first State of the 
Nation Address before 
the joint opening of Con- 
gress on July 23. 

Tiglao said the $4.8- 
billion Malampaya 
project, located 80 
northwest off Pa 
and begun two years ago, 
was on schedule. 

willbe on siream by 
October and the first sales 
of fuel from the 
Malampaya fed willbe in 

he told a 


for the economy. 
t will send a signal 
‘are reducing our 


improve,” he said. 

"Tiglao said the exclu- 
sion zone was needed be- 
Cause of concerns about 
the security of the facil- 
ity, which sits in the mid- 
die of the sea. 

‘The zone will cover a 
one-kilometer. radius 
around the Malampaya 


RP seeks 
China aid 
on ‘shabu’ 


menace 


‘THE PHILIPPINES will 
seek greater cooperation 
with China to stem the 
growing influx of a 
‘methamphetamine called 
“shabu” from its Asian 


10 stop this,” said Miguel 
Coronel, executive direc- 


help each other in cunail- 
ig of shabu 
into the country.” 

‘About 721 kilograms 
of shabu were seized 
last year. Coronel said 
775 percent of shabu traf- 
fickers were entering 
the Philippines from 
China, with the overall 
number who have been 
caught rising to 103 last 
year from 72 in 1999. 
So far this year, 20 of 
30 foreign traffickers 
caught were Chinese, he 
said. AP 


Ople hits 
Berroya 
transfer 


SEN. Blas Ople said yes- 
Central Li 


Berroya who has been 
assigned to head the Phil- 


intelligence chief 
President 
Aquilino Pimentel admit- 
ted pressure from the Fili- 
pino-Chinese community 
may have influenced 
President Macapagal- 
Arroyo's decision. 

"i think the Filipino- 
Chinese com has 
iis own preferences for 
the various positions in 
the police department. 
primarily because they 
are targeted for kidnap- 
ping or for other acis of 
harassment by criminal 
elements.” Pimentel said. 

le who hails from 


revamp a “reassignment 

of people according to 

their desserts." 
Armand N. Nocum 


platform, in which no 
vessels would be al- 


lowed to sail. No aircraft 


below S00 meters of the 
will be allowed to fly 


safety zone. 
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Tiglao said there was 
a “lively debate” at the 
Cabinet meeting about 
the state of the nation 


fronting political problems 
and challenges, Ms 
Maca 


and the majority felt that 
“we're starting to Wum 
the comer.” 

He said that after con- 


‘eal vision, which isn't just 
meeting tactical challenges 
but transforming our 
economy and our society." 
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AMID swarms of flies and a gagging stench, 
Gloria Allado lit candles yesterday to remember 
her sister, who was swallowed by a massive 
mountain of garbage a year ago in Payatas, 
Quezon City. 

Allado lives 50 meters from the burial place— 
the towering, fetid Payatas dump that collapsed 
July 10, 2000, and killed more than 200 peor 
who made a living by sorting through and recy- 
cling the garbage. 

"| will not leave my sister as long as 1 
live," the 59-year-old woman said, pointing 
to the menacing mound of rotten fruit, moldy 
rice, motor oil, shredded plastic bags and other 
refuse that bas decomposed into a toxic mud 
and oozes a black oily creek through her 
backyard. 

But the 200-meter-high mountain of rot, ham- 


mered by typhoons and monsoons and baked by" 


the tropical sun, has developed another fault line, 
threatening Allado and other survivors. 

Despite the imminent danger and the inter- 
national attention drawn by the last tragedy, 
little has changed in the past year in Payatas, a 
garbage mountain range with 120,000 inhabit- 
ants, 

The mountains, with the consistency of old 
porridge, trembled beneath the wheels of 120 
dump trucks Tuesday. 

In an apocalyptic scene, hundreds of the self- 
described scavengers, many with skin rashes and 
teeth nearly as black as the poisonous mud that 
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caked their feet, followed in a swirl of flies, 
mangy dogs, diesel exhaust and flying cock- 
roaches. They raced through boot-sucking toxic 
mud for the bottles, tin cans and plastic that can 
earn them as much as P150 a day. 

. Children, splashing and playing in the fetid 
runoff, spread skin fungi, tuberculosis, hook 
"worms and stomach amoeba at an alarming 
rate, said Friedhelm Huth, a German doctor 
who works at a charity medical clinic near the 
mound. 

“There are all kinds of illnesses directly from 
the garbage,” Huth said as he examined family 
after family, mostly repeat patients, with recur- 
ring skin diseases. “They work in garbage, play 
in garbage and wash in garbage.” 

He said an influx of foreign aid after the 
accident ensured that many Payatas residents 
“are a bit better fed. 

‘The government closed Payatas after the ca- 
tastrophe last year but reopened it when it failed 
to find other dump spots and garbage started to 
pile up in nearby neighborhoods. 

A clean air act passed last year, meant to 
ease air pollution in one of the world's dirtiest 
cities, forbid incineration and ensured the dump 
stayed open. 

After the garbage slide, the government of- 
fered to relocate the affected scavengers, but 
many complained they could not find work else- 
where. 

Charlene dela Cruz, a 40-year-old former 
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REUNION 


Calling all 1960 graduates of Panganiban Central 
Elementary School. There will be a reunion in 
Panganiban, Catanduanes on 22 July 2001. 


Eor details. please contact: 


Malou Urgel 
Tony Velasco 
Yolando Teves 


7400876 
9977668 
6826412 


Mourners gather to remember kin swallowed by Payatas dump 


garbage picker now unemployed, was relocated 
10 km away after her house was buried in the 
slide and her 17-year-old daughter was pulled 
out barely alive. 

But she said garbage was the only work she 
knew and she could no longer earn enough to 
survive. 

“Those were the days of plenty,” she said, 
pining for the times before the slide. “When I 
need money badly now, I go to the dump, but it 
is very hard.” 

From atop a soot-black smoldering moun- 
tain, dump security chief Saturnino Opilado 
traced the latest growing fault line with a sweep. 
of his arm. 

A rivulet ran through the divide, collecting 
toxins and, according to Opilado, showed the 
likely direction of the next slide. 

He pointed to the dozens of shacks in 
the bull's eye—including Allado's struc- 
ture of rusted corrugated tin and crumbly 
concrete, 

Her reply failed to hide fears for her.safety.. 

“I know it is dangerous,” said Allado, who 
has worked the garbage for 11 years, “But I 
won't leave my sister.” 

‘She trembled as she described last year’s 
slide. 

“It was a boom and a grrr and a smash. It 
hurt my ears. I always cry and cry now.” AP 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


Drilon ‘elated’, but 23 senators upset 


(From page A1) 


Aside from Drilon and Cayetano, the other 
PPC aspirants for the Semate's top post are 
Pimentel and Sen. Joker Arroyo. 

n a news conference yesterday, Pimentel 
branded as "pure speculation" the INQUIRER re- 
port that Drilon is the President's choice, as he. 
said he knows Cayetano would likely dispute 
such a report. 

Pimentel also told reporters that none of the. 
contenders has the 13 voles needed to oust him 
from the position. 

But Seri, Robert Z. Barbers said that 
Pimentel of the PDP-Laban had no 
partymates in the Senate. So, the Senate 
presidency is a toss-up between Arroyo and 
Cayetano, said Barbers. 

“According to Barbers, Drilon is out because 
of his "perceived closeness with Angara.” 

"But | would rather wait for the result of my 
continuing talks with my colleagues in the PPC 
before I make any categorical statements on the 
matter." Drilon said in a statement. 

He said the “agreed process of consultation” 
among PPC senators had just begun because 
they waited for the arrival of Pimentel, who 


planed in just over the weekend. 

Opposition Senators Blas Ople, Vicente Sotto 
and Rodolfo Biazon immediately slammed what 
they claimed was President Macapagal's med- 
ding in the affairs of the Senate. 

“If she flaunts her power this way and is 
meddling in the affairs of the Senate so overtly 
and so brazenly, this will not be conducive to 
mutual respect between the two branches of gov- 
'emment;" Ople told reporters. 

Internal affair 

‘The Senate leadership is “still an internal 
affi 

President Macapagal's spokesperson, 
Rigoberto Tiglao, responded to the INQUIRER 
report on her choice of Drilon as the next Senate 
President. 

Tigla confirmed that the President had din- 
mer with some senators over the weekend but 
denied it resulted in the endorsement of any of 
the aspirant. 

"The President has scheduled dinners with 
senators, groups of congressmen and most prob- 
ably they tried to get her feedback informally 
and her assessment of what the Senate should 
do but this dinner was not meant to choose a 
particular Senate President,” Tiglao explained, 


There were no such dinners in the President's 
schedule that were released to the media 

But last Friday, the President in her news 
conference. confirmed meeting with aspirants 
forthe Senate President the previous weekend. 

“Well, it was quite a free-wheeling discus- 
ion. So many things were discussed,” she 

‘Asked if she discussed a formula to resolve 
the leadership contest, the President said: “Wel 
technically, you know, the Senate is an inde- 
pendent body. So really, ideally they should Te- 
Solve it among themselves.” 

Confirmed July 1 meeting 

Although the contenders for the Senate lead- 
ership confirmed the July 1 meeting With Presi- 
dent Macapagal as reported by the INQUIRER, 
they denied that that the President favors Drilon 
for the Senate leadership. 

Senators Manuel Villar and Ralph Recto 
also denied that they were among the PPC 
senators that the President called over the 
weekend when she reportedly “floated” her 
preference for Drilon. 

The INQUIRER named Villar and Recto in the 
so-called "House bloc" or former congressmen 
who had been elected tothe Senate under the 


administration's PPC. 

Villar said that he had just arrived from the 
US last Sunday. He left the country late June. 

But he and Recto said if the President does 
endorse any of the contenders, the PPC's new 
senators would give this “weight” in their de- 
cision to support the coalition's common can- 
didate for the Senate top post 

But Recto added that aside from factoring in 
the President's choice, they would consider their 
personal preferences, the values that the contend- 
ers represent —and the role of the new senators in 
the Senate, particularly the committees they would 
be asked to head. 

The INQUIRER also reported that Ms 
Macapagal called up senators from her party, 
Lakas-NUCD, but Lakas Sen. Juan Flavier said 
he was not aware of such a meeting. 

All he recalled was that the President 
called up the four aspirants (with Pimentel s 
daughter Gwen representing him since he 
was then abroad) for a meeting “Friday of 
last week” to urge them to get their act to~ 
gether. 

Flavier said Gabriel Claudio, presidential liai- 
son legislative officer, also attended the meeting. 

In defense of President 
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Pimentel, Villar and Recio defended the President, ?! 
saying that it was ber prerogative as head of the PPC to 
express interest in the Senate presidency. 

Ople and Biazon said they believe they will get votes 
in support of their candidate, Angara. ’ 

Biazon claimed that the opposition has now 11 votes 
con Angara’s side, two votes away from winning the 
Senate leadership. 

He said that the opposition has only one candidate- 
‘Angara-to carry, unlike the PPC, which still has to re- 
solve who among the four would be its candidate, 

Swing votes 

Noting as “fairly accurate” the diagram of the 
five groupings in the Senate that the INQUIRER 
published last Tuesday, Recto said that he be- 
lieves the PPC's new senators and not Senators 
Ramon Revilla, Robert Jaworski, Noli De Castro 
and John Osmena—would make up the “swing 
votes.” 

The INQUIRER had reported that Revilla and his son- 
in-law, Jaworski, De Castro and Osmena, described as "^ 
“floating” or independents would be assiduously courted 
by the candidates 

Right now, the PPC and the political opposition in 
the Senate each have eight solid votes for their respec- 
tive candidates. So, the votes of the independents would 
make the winning difference. 

But Recto insisted that he, Villar, Arroyo and 
Pangilinan, which comprise the so-called House bloc in 
the Senate were all united as a group, unlike Revilla, 
Jaworksi, De Castro and John Osmena who were identi- 
fied in the INQUIRER story as the ones with the swing 
votes. 

The House bloc had endorsed Arroyo as its candi- 
date to head the Senate. 

Drilon admitted that the Senate presidency race re- 
mains undecided but he said without elaborating that 
“the picture has become much clearer than it was a few 
weeks ago.” 

He expressed confidence of his chances of winning 
the Senate presidency. 


Rich Chinoys... 


(From page Al) 


late does not have an exact record of how many 
Chinese-Filipinos have enrolled in Xiamen. 
There are two international schools in this 
coastal district that the Chinese government has 
transformed into an industrial zone. 


$4,000 

One such institution, the Manila-Xiamen In- 
ternational School (MXIS), has been home to 
children trying to dodge abduction. A year's 
education in the school costs about $4,000, not 
counting board and lodging expenses. 

MXIS assistant administrator Celso Jalac said 
the school was founded by Mildred Go and her 
Palawan-based husband Roman Go in 1993, "just. 
when there was a rash of kidnappings in Ma- 
nila.” 

Jalac spoke of the case of a 13-year-old Chinese- 
Filipino who enrolled in the school after being re- 
leased by his abductors. = 

“We were able to restore his self-confidence after 
that traumatic experience,” Jalac said, adding that 
the boy had spent more than 10 months in captivity. 

"The boy is now an engineering student in Manila, 
he said. B 

Jalac, a native of Marinduque province, started 
his professional career as a mechanical engineer. 
Eventually he found himself in the teaching profes- 
sion under the guidance of Mildred Go. 

The MXIS offers kindergarten, elementary and 
high school education to children of expatriates and 
overseas Chinese investors. 

Tt also has a summer program for Chinese-Fi 
pino students wishing to learn Mandarin, 

“Our enrolment has been steadily growing,” said 
Jalac. 

The MXIS is recognized by the Department of 
Education, Culture and Sports in the Philippines. 

Jalac noted that in his seven years with the MXIS, 
most of those who topped the graduating classes had 
been Chinese-Filipinos. 

He cited the performance of Batch 2001's Irene 
Corazon Teh, who holds the distinction of being 
the school's first valedictorian and who bagged 
most of the awards in this year's commencement 

Teh is now on full scholarship as a freshman at 
the University of Asia and the Pacific, after earning 
the highest possible rank of 99 percent in the Na- 
tional Secondary Achievement Test 

Family atmosphere 

According to Jalac, students whose parents are 
not in Xiamen, like the Chinese-Filipinos who have 
been sent away for their safety, find surrogates in the 
parents of their classmates. 

“That is why we are able to keep an atmosphere 
of family here. Children are always with their par- 
ents, natural oF not,” he said. 

Students not staying with their parents are housed 
in a dormitory in the school compound squared off * 
by four-story buildings. 

More importantly, a perimeter fence secures the 
compound. 

Indeed, it is peace of mind that Chinese-Filipino 
parents are paying for. 

‘And because Xiamen has extensive telecommu- 
nication facilities and is only an hour and a half 
away from Manila by plane, their children are within 
easy reach. 

Xiamen also has the same climate as most Philip- 
pine cities, saving the parents the worry that their 
children may be finding it difficult to adjust to the 
new environment. 

An examination of the roster of Chinese-Filipi- 
nos enrolled at the MXIS showed the majority from 
Metro Manila and a number from Tarlac and the 
Visayas. 

For schoolyear 2000-2001, 11 Filipinos were 
among the 24-member faculty. Jalac said four more 
Filipinos had been hired this year. “Although they 
have just finished college, we took them in. It is the 
Filipino heart for compassion and care that we look 
for in our teachers," Jalac said. 


mom 


WHERE the children ofthe fearful Filipino-Chinese 
tycoons reportedly go: Manila-Xiamen Intemational 
School. 
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Economic rebound seen 


(From page A1) 


Sabdani, Javier Sampang and Saltinar Sali, who were 
arrested along with Global in Barangay Calumpang. 
General Santos City, told government authorities 
about the cache during tactical interrogation. 

Chief Supt. Manuel Raval, police chief for Cen- 
tral Mindanao, said Global's group left the firearms 
in a nearby area so they could easily retrieve these 
when needed, 

Global and his men withdrew to the South 


Biazon, a former AFP chief of staff, also said the 
government should brace for the possibility that the 
Global's colleagues might seek a prisoner swa 

“What if (Abu Sayaff leaders Khadaffy) Janjalani 
and Abu Sabaya say we will release the hostages if 
you release Global and the three others?" Biazon 
žaid, "The government will have to prepare for this 
eventuality. 

‘And this situation will again put the country's 
judicial system to test, he said. With reports from 
Carlito Pablo and Armand Nocum in Manila; AFP 
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Cotabato-Sarangani-General Santos area afier the 
foiled raid at the Barcelo Pearl Farm Beach Resort in 
the Island Garden City of Samal on May 22, Raval 
said. 


GMA’s promise 

Concepcion said that at the recent Tripartite 
Industrial Peace Council meeting, businessmen ap- 
pealed to the President to prod the military and 
police to make a major breakthrough in the kid- 
napping crises in Metro Manila and parts of 
Mindanao. 

He quoted the President as saying that peace and 
security problems were her top priority and that she 
hoped to resolve these within 90 days. 

He said businessmen applauded her decision to 
revamp the PNP and AFP and to name a crisis man- 
ager for peace and order. 

‘Concepcion said that once these issues were re- 
solved, the economy would be likely to tum the 
comer within the next six months. 

"We can't have more bad news on top of what we 
already have," he said. 

He also said the economy was primed for a re- 
bound because manufacturers had pared their inven- 
tory levels to the bare minimum, and any improve- 
ment in demand would immediately translate o in- 
creased production and more employment. 

Tn his case, Concepcion said, his white appliance 
business was now down to a [5-day inventory, as. 
against the normal 75-day inventory. 

He said a possible increase in oil prices was the 
only major threat to recovery, but that this would 
only happen if the crude oil did not exceed $25 a 
barrel and the peso did not fall below P52.90:S1 

Magsino 

In General Santos, media practitioners are pre- 
paring a manifesto calling for the relief of Col 
Pedrito Magsino. commander of the 6Olst Brigade, 
for supposedly preventing them from interviewing 
and taking photographs of Global 

Magsino had been criticized on local radio and in 
print since Monday, when he whisked Global off to 
Manila 

Joseph Jubelag. president of the Central 

indanao PNP Press Corps; told the INQUIRER 
that Magsino, General Santos Mayor Pedro 
Acharon Jr. and Raval had promised to present 
Global at the Monday news conference at Camp 
Fermin G. Lira. 

Magsino, however, took Global with him and 
proceeded tothe airport despite pleadings from the 
mayor and local police officials, Jubelag said 

Intelligence agents of the police and the Nica 
were said to have worked for the issuance of the 
Search warrant that [ed to Global's capture. 

But it was only after the tactical interrogation, 
when it was learned that Global was among those 
captured, that Magsino insisted on taking custody of 
the Abu Sayyaf leader 

‘The police and military reportedly had a heated 
argument Sunday evening, when Magsino insisted 
that the Army should take custody of Global 

He said Global would be more secured at the 
Amy camp. 

‘Acharon and local police officials retorted that 
Global was safe in Camp Fermin G. Lira and that he 
should be detained there, 

"Commander Global (is of) national and interna- 
tional concer. He is a high-risk passenger, so he 
Was immediately brought to Manila on orders from 
higher authorities," Magsino said later. 

Global, who has a PS-million prize on his head, 
is believed responsible for the abduction of mostly 
European tourists last year from the Malaysian is- 
land of Sipadan. 

He was presented to the media at the Army base 
in Fort Bonifacio. Makati City. yesterday aftemnoon. 
Interrogation 

In Manila, Army spokesperson Lt. Col. Jose 
Mabanta Jr. said Global was being interrogated by 
military intelligence officers. 

Army chief Lt. Gen. Jaime de los Santos said "ll 
angles” concerning Filipino hostage Roland Ullah 
would be asked of Global. 

= Ullah is the last of the Sipadan hostages still in 
Abu Sayyaf hands. 

Tks not known if be is still alive, if he has joined 
the bandit group. or if he was a co-conspirator in the 
raid on Sipadan on April 23, 2000. 

“We will dwell on that,” De los Santos said. 
will ask Commander Global about the status 
of Ullah: whether he was a mere captive ora co- 
conspirator.” 

Ullah was a diving instructor at Sipadan at the 
time of the raid. His family earlier assailed the gov- 
eee for not giving sufficient attention to his 

“Uliah is considered a hostage unless informa- 
tion indicates otherwise,” Mabanta said. 

‘Global served as spokesperson for the Abu Sayyaf 
during the five-month hostage crisis wherein atleast 
300 million in ransom money allegedly changed 

‘Among the other issues that the intelligence of- 
ficers want to cover in Global's interrogation are the 
Abu Sayyal's structure and hierarchy, manpower 
and firepower, funding and local networks, and in- 
ternational links. 

"Agence France Presse quoted AFP spokesperson. 
Brig. Gen. Edilberto Adan as saying that Global's 
arrest would give the authorities a clearer under- 
standing of the Abu Scyya's operations and help 
foil further “terrorist” action. 

"There are names coming out, their structure is 
becoming more clear, their hierarchy, their chain of 
command, their future plans and their motivations," 
‘Adan said, adding: 

"Some of the things we knew. They planned to 
conduct terrorist activities, like bombings. We knew 
about that and we were ready for that 

“And their plan was to go to some tourist spots. It 
is a good thing that this was foiled with the arrest of 
this top commander.” 

Justice system 

Sen. Rodolfo Binzon, chair of the Senate panel 
on national security and defense, said Global's cap- 
ture would test the government's policy to defer the 
execution of ‘people who had committed heinous 
crimes including kidnapping. 

“His capture is going to test the system of justice 
in this county, especially in the application of the 
death penalty as regards heinous crimes," Biazon 
Said ata news briefing. 

"The President has voiced a preference to have the 
execution of criminals deferred. Her position drew 

iticism from anti-crime groups and approval from 
leaders of the Catholic Church. 

Bison said the government had no choice but to 
apply the law on Global 

PP Remember that heinous crimes include kidnap- 
ping for ransom, and 1 think there might be suffi- 
Eient evidence to conclude that kidnapping for ran- 
som (by the Abu Sayyaf in Mindanao) indeed in- 
Yolves Global," the senator said. 
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Prize catch 


T= GOVERNMENT scored a major victory in its 


‘campaign against the Abu Sayyaf with the arrest of 
Nadzmie Saabdulla, alias Commander Global, in 
General Santos City Sunday. Saabdulla, who has been 
tagged by the military as the Abu Sayyaf’ schief of staff, was 
captured together with three of his men by a joint police- 
military force which acted on a tip 
given by a civilian informer. Elated 
DIORA by the turn of events, the adminis- 
tration, through Presidential Spokesperson Rigoberto Tiglao, 
declared: “We are turning a corner now in the fight against 
the Abu Sayyaf.” 

Earlier, government agents arrested two leaders of the 
bandit group which gained worldwide notoriety last year 
when it raided a plush resort on the Malaysian island of 
Sipadan and abducted 21 mostly Western tourists. Abudallah 
Yusuf, an intelligence officer of the Abu Sayyaf, was 
arrested by military intelligence agents in Zamboanga City 
Jast month. Also caught last June after a shootout with 
policemen in Isabela, Basilan; was Jose Wong, a convert to 
Islam believed to be a supply officer of the bandit group. 
Each carried a Pl-million reward on his head. However, 
neithercomes close in importance to Saabdulla, if published 
reports are anything to go by. 

Saabdulla, whose name may not be as familiar as, say, 
Abu Sabaya, seems to have the final say on major decisions 
as far as the Sulu faction of the Abu Sayyaf is concerned. 
Abu Sayyaf members say that Saabdulla usually holds his 
tongue while other leaders debate important issues, but 
when he talks everybody listens and agrees with him. In one 
revealing episode following the Sipadan kidnapping, 
Saabdullah was captured on tape virtually overruling Galib 
Andan, alias Commander Robot, who is generally 
acknowledged as the leader of the Sulu group, and telling 
him what to do. Other newspapers, quoting military sources, 
have described him as the "brains" behind the Abu Sayyaf's 
most daring exploits, including the Sidapan hostage-taking, 
the 1995 raid on Ipil, Zamboanga del Sur, and the more 
recent attack on another upscale resort, the Pearl Farm on 
Samal Island near Davao City. 

In other words, Saabdulla is as big as any Abu Sayyaf 
leader can be. No wonder the police and the military are 
falling over themselves trying to get the credit for his 
capture. No wonder, too, that the administration is now 
seeing the Abu Sayyaf disintegrating after his arrest. As 
Tiglao put it, "We see it as another indication that the Abu 
Sayyaf network is gradually but surely being dismantled.” 

‘That is certainly a consummation devoutly to be wished. 
But perhaps it’s too soon for the government to be smelling 
victory. Maybe because of its loose organization or maybe 
because it is rooted in Islamic fundamentalism, the Abu 
Sayyaf has shown a great capacity to absorb some very 
strong blows and come back stronger. If the death of its 
founder, Abdurajak Janjalani, didn't spell death for the 
organization, there is no reason to believe that the capture of 
its "brains"— if indeed thatis what Saabdullais—guarantees 
its speedy extinction. 

Saabdulla’s arrest shows that finally the authorities are 
doing things right. Butit will take a few more—and bigger— 
successes before the government can declare that the terrible 
menace that is the Abu Sayyaf has been completely 
vanquished. 


Progress? 


OOD news from the land of the free. K-mart, the US discount 
retailer, has decided to stop selling hindgun ammunition in its 
‘more than 2,000 stores. The company made the decision after 
filmmaker Michael Moore and three survivors of the Columbine High 
School shooting complained that the easy availability of ammo was 
contributing to the rash of mass shootings in 
recent years. 

E FOREIGN Granted, in most civilized countries the very 
COMMENTS aa that bullets could be displayed on store 
x = _ shelves along with the gummi bears, shampoo 

and gardening shears would seem ridiculous. It's a capital crime in 

Malaysia even to possess a handgun bullet. In countries where posses- 

sion is legal, customers usually must have a license, or at least fill out 

some serious paperwork, before they can buy handgun ammunition. 
But in the United States, where about 30,000 people a year are killed 

with firearms, almost as many as died in the Korean War, this is called 

progress. The Globe and Mail (Toronto) 
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Who wants to be a millionaire? 


TASKED this question at the start of the Kapihan 
sa Manila forum last Monday. Many hands shot 
up. They all want to be millionaires. The problem 
is, very few know how to be one. The Abu Sayyaf 
knows how. The person who ratted on Com- 
mander Global knows how. Many politicians 
Kitow how. Some police officers know how. 
Ceruin Filipino presidents know how. Bill Gates. 
knows how. Most businessmen think they know 
how. But 99.99 percent of the world’s population 
don’t know how. And so the world has very few 
millionaires and very many poor people. 

‘One of the two guests at the Kapihan, Social 
Security System Chair/President Vitaliano 
Nafiagas Il (the other was Budget Secretary 
Emilia Boncodin) had this advice to those who 
want to be millionaires: "Don't join the govern- 
ment.” This is not a very accurate advice. While 
the great majority of those who join the govem- 
ment, such as teachers and clerks, remain poor, 
certain smart government officials become multi- 
millionaires. Surely, the fastest way is to be a 
senior official of one of the government-owned 
Or controlled corporations (GOCCs) and govem- 
ment financial institutions (GFls). Joining one 
of them is like owning a gold mine. In the Gov- 
'emment Service Insurance System, even if you're 
not one of the top officials, you can be an instant 
millionaire when you retire under the GSIS Loy- 
alty Incentive Plan. 

That is why President Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 

ced when she learned that her subor- 
dinates in the GOCCs and GFls had salaries many 
times bigger than hers. Why are they getting 
much bigger salaries than her when it is she who 
works the hardest, has the heaviest responsibi 
ties and gets all the blame? That's not fair. So 
she ordered that henceforth officials of GOCCs 
and GFIs shouldn't get more than double what 
their counterparts in the national government 
(undersecretaries) get. Lest the officials try to pull 
a fast one by giving themselves fat allowances, 
the presidential order made it clear that what she 
meant was “gross income,” (not basic salary) 


MY favorite story is that of Bill Begg, who died 
‘many years ago in the early 1970s after going to 
the bilis to fight Marcos. Bill was a seminarian who 
studied at the Ateneo, where we were classmates in 
the Greek classics. As a seminarian, he was exempt 
from the Reserve Officers Training Corps, a pri- 
vilege the rest of us found monumentally enviable. 
1 kept wishing I had enrolled in the seminary myself, 
if only for that. 1 could not imagine a worse 
punishment in the seminary comparable to the 
ROTC. 

But Bill eventually gravitated toward activism, in 
spite of or because of the Greek classics, and left the 
seminary. I saw him less and less in the campus, until 
he dropped out of sight altogether. 1 would lear later 
that his convictions drove him to opt for somethin 
more than protesting “clerico-fascism” and the man] 
ills of society at the time. He opted to take up arms. 

His taking up arms, however, took a curious turn. 
Having very little knowledge of how to use fire- 
arms, he enrolled at the ROTC, probably the only 
youth in the entire country, or the entire world, to 
have done so willingly. There he leamed to assemble 
and disassemble the Garand, and a few pointers 
about military tactics. Having bled the course for 
all that it was worth, he disappeared without wait- 
ing for his grade. 

1don't know whether the knowledge served him 
in good stead. He died a couple of years later, after 
heroically staying behind during an encounter to 
allow his comrades to escape. 

None of the above is to suggest that the ROTC 
has any virtues whatsoever. All of the above is to 
suggest that when people are motivated, they wil 
20 to great lengths to learn something. Even go to 
the extent of joining the ROTC. It is the desire to 
fight for country and not a cursory knowledge of 
fighting that will make Filipinos defend the coun- 
try when the time comes. There is no basis for the 
beliof that the ROTC offers military preparedness, 
which should be invaluable when the country is 
threatened with invasion. 

Since I got back, I've seen on TV protesting stu- 
dents camping out in school sites and vowing not 
to abandon them until the ROTC is abolished. I've 
gotten letters as well from many youths telling me 
Gf their ordeal and arguing passionately for the abo- 
lition of the course. My heart goes out to them. 


* 


Neal H. Cruz 


including all allowances disguised under vari- 
ous names. 

Secretary Boncodin told the Kapihan that dur- 
ing a meeting at Malacafiang last week, the 
GOCCIGFI officials were given a July 25. 2001 
deadline to come up with a scaled down pay scale. 
Those who think they're too good for the small 
pay are urged to resign, the President made it 
very clear. Nobody is resigning yet, so that means 
the reduced pay is still all right. 

Instead of resigning, those in the GSIS are 
opting for early retirement before its Loyalty In- 
centive Plan is revised when it is discovered that 
it is nothing but theft on a grand scale (“plun- 
der" in legal terms) disguised asa retirement plan. 
For under this qualified the plan, a GSIS 
vice president can be a multi-millionaire when 
he retires. He can collect as much as P20 million 
in lump sum plus P100,000 a month in lifetime 
pension. With such a nest egg, who would want 
to continue working when he can spend the rest 
of his life playing golf and traveling around the 
world? 

During the forum, the much-maligned 
Nafiagas made many in the audience shed tears 
when he revealed that many of his vice presi- 
dents get higher salaries than him. And that even 
under the reduced pay scale, he would still be 
getting less than the maximum allowed. 

The public should be told that GOCC/GFI 
officials had not always been this greedy. Less 
than 10 years ago, they were not getting those 
atrociously high salaries. It was only during the 
term of President Ramos that they started abus- 
ing their powers and gave themselves huge sala- 
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1 never took up the ROTC. I attended it a couple 
of times in college, and dropped out forthwith, con- 
vinced my sanity would not survive it. The fellow 
who headed our unit was a Jekyll-and-Hyde type, a 
candidate for the Mandaluyong Mental Hospital. 1 
sed 10 see him in freshman English class a big surly 
person, who kept quiet for reasons (hat did not owe 
fo intemal forie. He simply did not know what 
the hell the teacher was talking about. His mind was 
always elsewhere, I did not figure it was in (be au- 
gust halls of Parnassus. One might even say he was 
timid excep tat he wasn't timid enough notio steal 
lances at his sestmate's pad paper during quizzes 

On the field, however, early on Saturday morn- 
ings, while the smell of grass and dew wafted in the 
air, he metamorphosed into something else. Suddenly, 
gone was the quie person who sat by the comer, 
nly the surliness remained. He lowered and shouted 
at the cadets, many of whom, ike me, had just come 
from the province, lugging behind frail constitutions 
and even filer egos. do not remember his name 
now, Freud must be right about our monumental ca- 
pacity to bury the most unpleasant things in mounds 
Of Forgetfulness, I do recall that he reveled in his 
Power over us, it was writen in his face plain as day. 
And he was pleased as punch each time his own su- 
perior commended him fora job well done. The swas- 
tka did not leap in my brain, what did was the face 
of abully from elementary school. He had the same 
Servile attitude to patent superiors and gleeful mal- 
ice toward presumed inferiors 

1t got so L dreaded the march of Saturday, the one 
day in the week the rest of the world prized like wa- 
ter in the desert. If that was their concept of instilling 
‘character in me, I thought, they could have it I pere 
sonally could not reconcile why we were trying io 
improve our minds in libraries and debase them in 
the fields. The guy that used to oppress us was by no 
means the exception, he was every means he rule. 


Conrado 
de Quiros 


ries and allowances. The excuse: they should get 
as much as their counterparts in the private sec 
tor. 

This is not justified. The private corporations 
are spending their own money; the government 
corporations are spending the people’s money 
who get a pittance in return for their taxes and 
contributions while the servants they're paying 
are getting millions. 

Somebody said that with the reduced pay, the 
government may not be able to get qualified 
people to run the government corporations. This 
will never happen. There are very long lines of 
applicants for every government position. They 
even use politics, pressure, padrinos, public re 
lations, influence, sycophancy and dirty tricks to 
land the positions. And anyway, even with the 
high pay, we were not getting good executives. 
judging from the poor performance of the gov. 
‘ernment corporations and the poor service to their 
members. 

With the reduced pay scale, we would now 
be sure that those who apply do it not because of 
the high pay but because they really want to serve. 
When you ask government officials why they en- 
tered goverment service, they invariably answer 
that “they want to serve, they want to help.” What 
they mean is that they want to serve themselves 
and help themselves. They want the big pay and 
the perks that go with the position. With the re. 
duced pay, we don't get the hypocrites; we get 
only the sincere ones. 

"And speaking of the private sector, it is cus- 
tomary for its officials to volunteer pay cuts when 
their company has financial problems. The Phil. 
ippine government is not only having financial 
problems; itis going bankrupt. But its highly paid 
officials are reluctant to forego a small part of 
their pay so the government they work for won't 
close shop. 

There's the difference. 

Comments are welcome at asiseeit@ pacific. 
net.ph 


remembered this when I read the other day the 
letter of Jorge Lucero, a fellow who describes him 
self as 45-year-old enlisted reservist of the NCR 
Regional Community Defense Group. He defends 
the ROTC by saying among other things that, "In 
the ROTC. cadets are trained to be the future lead 
ers, because it develops strong, disciplined, courte 
ous and law abiding citizens." | do not know which 
ROTC he is talking about, it bears litle resemblanie 
to the ROTC most everybody else knows. Most 
everybody else at least who has been at the other 
end of the cursing and the “Wipe that smile from 
your face, gademit.” Lucero wants to know if the 
people who are opposing the ROTC “belong to the 
‘weaker sex.” 1 rest my case. If that comment is «i 
sign of the leadership, strong character, disciplined 
thinking and courteousness you get rom the ROT 
they can have it anytime. 

Dr. Edmundo Nolasco says the ROTC produced 
some very good soldiers who fought the Japanese 
during the Japanese Occupation. True, but he talk 
of another time and another world, During the pre 
war years, the Philippine Constabulary and local 
police also produced some fine professionals. That 
is not a reason to trust the PNP today, or indeed t° 
not wish it to be abolished too. 

The defense of country is a function of passion. 
not ignorance. The defense of country isa function 
of love of country, not blind obedience. The de 
fense of country isa function of enlightenment, nt 
befuddlement. I should think this country would be 
safer with people who will defend it to death be 
cause they love it than with people who will defend 
it to half-life out of fear of petty tyrants. 

Marcos’ efforts to militarize the institutions ot 
society—including the police—not too far behind us. 
indeed with all its effects patently all around us, nt 
least the promotion of torturers to generals and key 
government posts, the country would profit not just 
from abolishing the ROTC but from introducing + 
course in human rights in college. Including the PM \ 
and the Defense College, which are the most badiy 
in need of it. Otherwise, we would be foolish worry 
ing about invaders overrunning this country. 

‘When the real threat are the invaders in the guise 
of this country's protectors, 

nr 


Comments are welcome at dequiros@ vasia.com 
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. Grand Old Dame to ‘comfort woman’ 


‘THE MANILA TIMES, the “Grand Old Dame” 
‘of the pre-martial law press, has changed 
ownership several times since its revival during 
the 1986 People Power Revolution. 

‘The new owner, Dante Ang, claims he has 
been a “publicist” of President Gloria Macapagal- 
‘Arroyo. I am not sure what “publicist” means in 
the Philippine information industry—i.e., 
‘whether it is a cosmetic phrase for PR. What Í 
know is that Bubby Dacer, who was kidnapped 
atthe height of the impeachment trial of former 
President Joseph Estrada and now confirmed 
ead, has also been described as a “publicist. 

i After its rebirth at Edsa I and a short-lived bi 
jo revive its glory. the Roces family (the Ramo: 
Roces wing) sold the paper to John Gokongwei. 
Estrada bludgeoned the paper with a libel case and 
implicit threats of other forms of retaliation, after 
it published a story saying that Estrada was an 
unwitting godfather” of an allegedly irregular 
eal. The Gokongweis were so terrorized by this 
demonstration of presidential retaliatory power 
that they sold it to Reghis Romero. According to 
newspaper industry sources, Romero was fronting 
for Estrada crony Mark Jimenez. 

Eventually, Jimenez came out to own control 
Of the paper before the elections. It is not clear 
whether ownership of the Times helped him at 
all in his bid for Congress in the sixth district of 
Manila, What is clear is that the Times did not 
pay the salaries of its employees—although 
Jimenez is known to have spent generously to 
vin the election. The new owner, Ang, is reported 
fo have assumed the responsibility of paying 
Jimenez’s debts to the Times staff, and this is one 
Qf the more positive aspects of the acquisition. 
Newspapers have no reason to publish if they 
can't attend to the basic responsibility of private 
énterprise—pay the wages of people who sweat 
blood to make the industry run. 

Under Jimenez's control, the Times became a 
kept newspaper, presenting sunshine news for the 
Estrada administration and abandoning the fun- 
damental adversarial role of the press as a critic 
of society and of government. 

Ang is also identified as chair of the board of 


IN THE COLUMN on “Murder by mother,” I 
said that the myth and ideology of the maternal 
instinct and the all-knowing, all-powerful 
madonna only served to prevent society from 
realizing and acknowledging that mothers need 
help in the vital work that they do of raising 
children. 

‘That column was triggered by two recent cases 
of murderous mothers. One was Andrea Yates, a 
mother of five in the United States who drowned 
her four boys and infant girl in the bathtub. Closer 
to home was Rosalina Sabala, a mother of three 
boys, who, in an apparent suicide attempt, in- 
gested cleaning fluid laced with cyanide, then 
had the boys drink the same fluid. She then 
brought her children to the mall where her hus- 
band works, apparently to publicly embarrass 
him. Inside her handbag was a letter addressed 
to her husband accusing him of having an affair 
with another woman. 

Of course, not dll mothers are driven to such 
straits by the pressures of child-rearing (and phi- 
landering spouses) that they end up killing them- 
selves and/or their children. But maybe these 
mothers, as well as those of the estimated 200 
children killed each year by their mothers (it isn't 
clear whether this is a global figure or for the 
United States alone), can serve as cautionary 
tales, This is what happens when we ignore moth- 
ers and assume that every woman who bears or 
raises a child has an unlimited supply of the time, 
resources, emotional and physical stamina, p 
tience, wisdom and humor necessary to raise 
children into healthy adults. 

‘Or assume that the work of child-rearing is 
the work of the mother alone. 

eae 
TO THIS assumption child advocates, 
including US Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
retort with the African saying: “It takes a 
village to raise a child.” 

Yates was said to be suffering from “post- 
partum psychosis,” an extreme form of post- 
partum depression which many mothers ex- 
perience after giving birth. Reading account 
of her state of mind before she killed her chi 
dren, I wondered if wider spacing between 
pregnancies, enough time for her to fully re- 


Doronila 


the sequestered RPN 9, director of the Philip- 
pine Amusement and Gaming Board, and pub- 
lisher of Kabayan (which should not be associ- 
ated with Sen. Noli de Castro's logo in ABS- 
CBN), a Filipino-language broadsheet. His ac- 
quisition of the Times expands his base in the 
newspaper industry. 

Ang has not only claimed closeness with 
President Macapagal but has also made startling 
statements about the purpose of his acquisition 
of the Times. 

In what seems to be a policy statement to con- 
firm his takeover, Ang said that the "new" Ma- 
nila Times "will not be pro-administration but 
pro-Gloria." He also said that from Day One, the 
Times would speak on behalf of Gloria. "In the. 
Philippines, which paper has no bias? So we will 
not hide ours,” he s 

These statements nearly made me choke. 
Where he picked up the arrant nonsense that 
President Macapagal and her administration can 
be separated by a wall is beyond me. It would 
seem therefore that the main reason for publish- 
ing the “new” Times is to serve as a sycophant 
for her personal glorification. On the question of 
bias, Ang even stumbles into quicksand when 
he talks about bias. The “bias” that papers, which 
have enough respect for their function in a de- 
mocracy, and journalists, who have enough self- 
respect is the bias on behalf of the larger public 
interest—not a bias for a president or an admin- 
istration. 

Obviously Ang is introducing a new concept 
in newspaper publishing. Whether this concept 
will ensure the revival of the Times, let alone its 
survival, remains to be seen. The test of its sur- 
vival is to be determined by whether the public 


How to help 


Jimenez-David 


cover from the “blues” before getting preg- 
nant again and starting the arduous work of 
caring for another infant, could not have pre- 
vented the tragedy. She and her husband. it 
was reported, wanted to have a large family. 

But they didn’t have to have all of their chil- 
dren so close together. If, instead of anti-de- 
pressants she had relied on contraception for 
relief, would the killings not have taken place? 

T could also imagine the bedlam and chaos 

of the Yates home, what with five children, all 
age 7 and below, constantly underfoot. A re- 
‘cent “Oprah” show tackled the “time bombs” 
that lurk inside the bodies of stressed-out 
single mothers of very young children. With 
constant demands on their energy, attention 
and time, the women were suffering from mi- 
graine, high blood pressure and shortness of 
breath, but couldn't spare the time to consult 
a doctor. After a feature on one such harried 
young mother, the irrepressible Oprah 
Winfrey exclaimed: “What can we do for her? 
Give her a housekeeper!” 
‘THE FIRST thing we, asa society, can do to help 
mothers in their work of raising children is to 
admit that mothers can't do it all by themselves. 
About the most cruel irony to emerge out of the 
women's movement in the past decades is that, 
having convinced women that they, too belong 
in the world of production (or work outside the 
home), society continued to insist that the world 
of reproduction (the "work" of bearing and 
rearing children and looking after the family) was 
theirs alone. 

Don't you wonder sometimes why women are 
soangry? Why, it’s like we took a rock and started 
to hit ourselves with it! 

The answer to the injustice of the “double 


finds it credible and independent enough as a 
mouthpiece of the public interest. 

Ang's notions of sycophancy do not make it 
any better than those of Jimenez. Indeed, the 
Times’ changeover is merely a transfer of con- 
trol from one sycophant (of Estrada) to another 
(of Macapagal). 

‘To use a metaphor, the Times has metamor- 
phoscd from the status of having been the illus- 
trious, independent Manila Times that was the 
‘gadfly of society and government during the pre- 
martial law days to that of a "comfort woman" 
for the Estrada administration and now the 
Macapagal administration. 

Whether the "new" Times, with its stated 
policy, would help thc Macapagal administration 
at all is problematic. President Macapagal enjoys 
today a more sympathetic press than Estrada did, 
and the reason for this is that she has delivered 
better governance than her predecessor. True, she 
undergoes critical scrutiny from the press, but 
it’s her performance that gives her a relatively 
less critical press. 

The ultimate test for the Macapagal administra- 
tion's effort to win public opinion to its side is its 
performance —not the press that aims to be singing, 
praises which she does not deserve. Her strength 
Ties not on publicists who take control of newspa- 
pers proclaimed to be “biased for Gloria." 

If she is not doing her job well, a hundred 
“Times” and protective “publicists” won't help 
her survive until 2004. The lessons derived from 
the Estrada presidency in his relationship with 
the press should be instructive. 

Estrada had the overwhelming support of the 
AM radio, nationwide, and goverment TV for 
propaganda, and had a sympathetic group of TV 
Commentators, as well as a raft of pro-Estrada 
smaller newspapers, flooding the country with his 
messages. But this magnification of pro-Estrada 
information did not save him from being deposed. 

President Macapagal does not need the Times 
or Ang. She can stand on her own record. The 
obvious beneficiary of the Times’ acquisition is 
Ang himself—it creates an illusion that he can 
influence public opinion. 


burden” is not to isolate women from the world 
outside the home. Rather, itis to get men to enter 
the world and work of reproduction, too. [don't 
know if getting Yates’ husband, an engineer at 
the Nasa, to help out more with the children 
‘would have helped his wife out of her psychosis. 
But a little “time off” from her brood of five 
would undoubtedly have helped ease some of the 
pressure from Andrea. 

Not every mother can afford paid help, and 

even upper- and middle-class Filipinas, who used 
to take yayas for granted, are discovering that 
finding. and keeping, good help has gotten in- 
creasingly more difficult. Day care seems to be 
an obvious solution, but so many segments of 
society still seem to think it's a luxury in a poor 
country like ours. On the contrary. With so many 
‘mothers desperate to find work to feed their chil- 
dren, good quality day care is a necessity for both 
mothers and children. 
IT'S rather more difficult to find practical 
policy implications in Rosalina Sabala's case. 
Her “madness,” on the surface, seems to have 
been triggered more by jealousy and obsession 
than depression and stress arising from the 
burdens of motherhood. 

You have to wonder, though, why she felt 
leaving this life and taking her sons with her 
was preferable to losing her husband to an- 
other woman. 

Could it be that her sense of identity was 
so tied up with being “his” wife and the mother 
of “his” children that she felt his leaving her 
would be the “death” of her? 

Idon’t know if we can legislate that all hus- 


tionally and remain faithful to their vows. But 
in the absence of a divorce law in this coun- 
try, it’s a reality that husbands, more than 
wives, enjoy more leeway in terms of explor- 
ing other relationships. That some mothers are 
driven to seek revenge by killing themselves 
and their children seems the starkest testa- 
ment to their lack of power and choices. 

Comments are welcome at rjdavid@ inquirer 
com.ph 


What photographs can we print? 


LAST Sunday our Lifestyle editors had to explain 
to some irate readers why, a week earlier, they 
allowed Tim Yap to run a colored photograph of 
two gay men kissing. Can there be no other 
explanation except that the photograph was taken 
on Gay Pride Day, and that kissing is but part of 
an intimate relationship—gay, straight, lesbian, 
or bisexual? Some readers even suspected a gay 
agenda when there was none. 

On Monday, both the editorial and the column 
of the Reader's Advocate explained the debate our 
editors went through when they published the 
front-page photograph of the kidnapped British 
national whose ear was snipped off with scissors 
to speed up the payment of a reported P10-mil- 
lion ransom, The photograph, reproduced from a 
videotape sent to the victim's family, made my 
stomach turn and I cannot imagine how distress- 
ing viewing the actual footage would be. We know 
that kidnapping goes on but we do not mind un- 
Jess it happens to us or someone we know. That 
photograph clearly illustrated how brutal a busi- 
ness kidnapping can be. Was it news? Was the 
Inquirer used? Should we have published the 
ture or not? Is it a picture you want to see while 
eating breakfast? That debate goes on every day 
when the editors choose what to print on Page 1. I 
presume much thought goes into the choice of 
Page | photos—it's not done on whim. 

Disturbing photographs once got me into 
trouble and these were taken during the Fil 
pino-American War. Early in my career | illus- 
trated a July 4 feature with photographs of dead 
Filipino soldiers piled one on top of another in 
trenches. If that was not enough, I used another 
photo showing Filipinos digging a shallow grave 
for their dead comrades. At the center of this 
photograph was a group of smiling American 
soldiers posing by the dead as if they were tro- 
phies of a fox hunt. Some readers who carried 
fond memories of American Gls returning with 
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Gen. Douglas MacArthur to liberate the Philip- 
pines from the Japanese in 1945 were shocked. 
‘What was the point of printing these? Was the 
author a communist? Could I prove that the dead 
Filipinos were killed by Americans? It was one 
thing to read about the Filipino-American War 
and quite a different experience to see actual 
photographs. 

For want of a clear reproduction quality print I 
could not use a faded photograph of the infamous 
E "This photograph had Am 
diers interrogating a "insurrecto" by holding him 
down and pouring water into his nose. Later a stick 
was placed in his mouth to kecp it ope 
to pour a whole pail of water in and simulate the 
experience of drowning on dry land. ‘The worst 
part of this exercise is when one or two of the 
soldiers jumped on the victim's bloated stomach 
forting the water out of the mouth, nase and, some- 
times, the ears! Naturally, reading about the "wa- 
ter cure" and seeing a photograph were two sepa- 
Tate but complementary things. 

Of course, cruelty was not a monopoly of the 
Americans, the Spaniards had their own form of 
terror, the most famous being the garrote made 
famous by Fathers Gomez, Burgos and Zamora 
in 1872. This contraption had a seat of wood and 
a metal clamp that people presume snufís the life 
out of victims in a slow and agonizing death. 
Contrary to popular belief, the garrote is more 
humane than it looks. The metal crossbar was 


placed snugly on the neck of the victim and with 
One quick twist, the executioner broke the col- 
larbone. producing instant death. As we know 
from historical accounts, execution by decapita- 
tion was not efficient, especially if the blade is 
dull or worse, if the executioner misses the mark 
and has to chop off the head with a second blow. 
Same thing witha firing squad, when bullets miss 
the mark, the poor wounded victim has to be shot 
again—and again if they miss—iill he or she dies. 
‘The garrote, as shown in American-period post- 
cards, was meant to contrast evil Spain as com- 
pared to those bringing so-called “Benevolent 
Assimilation.” While photos of the garrote dur- 
ing the American period were staged and harm- 
less, we have one photograph of a real execution 
th cen made into a limited edition print by 
Bencah whose works remain in great demand 
even if they tackle death by garrote. 

Nobody is bothered by the photographs of Jose 

's execution because there is no blood and 
gore here. Surely, some will be distressed by the 
pictures of Rizal’s mother Teodora Alonso or his 
brother Paciano taken from an open coffin. 

How do we determine what to print? What 
about pictures of Japanese atrocities during the 
World War lI? We have heard all the stories, but 
there are no photographs in our textbooks despite 
availability of hundreds of photographs taken af- 
ter the war to document war crimes. What about 
more recent history? How would our editors de- 
cide on the pictures of Ninoy Aquino assassinated 
on the tarmac of the airport that now bears his 
name? Photographs of Ninoy’s bloodied corpse 
said more than reams of text at a time when the 

ress was controlled by Ferdinand Marcos. What 
is fit to print is a question that will be asked as 
long as we have newspapers and books. 

Comments are welcome at ambeth@admu. 
eduph 
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Keeping fit 

THEY say it comes with age—this waking up in the wee hours of the 
morning way, way before the sun comes up. Í remember my younger 
years when my children had to literally shove me out of bed at 7 a.m. sb. 
they wouldn't be late for school (I doubled as their menial driver). At 
that hour, 1 would be deliciously ensconced still in the arms of Orpheus. 
But now at 4:30 a.m., or even earlier, even before the cocks crow, my 
eyes flip open and going back to sleep is next to impossible with so 
many images and thoughts coming unbidden. Since cocks are virtually 
non-existent in the ges x 

cue 
E aeae} HIGH BLOOD 
airplanes (I live near 
the airport) on early 
moming flights that 
mune 
Before long, my 
senses are fully 
zm 

What to do when 
no one else is stir- 
ring, not even a cockroach? Read? Meditate? Reminisce? But then be- 
fore you know it, your peace of mind is gone as worries and anxieties 
crowd out the pleasant imaginings. So instead of presiding over a battle 
between sad and happy thoughts, with the former usually winning, it is 
better to just bound out of bed. 

‘So, what else to do? Read! But an annoyed groan from the hubby's 
side of the bed (the light disturbs him) squelches the idea. Why not go 
jogging, the idea strikes. But after a while it gets boring looking after 
the same scenery morning after morning. Then a totally unexpected 
comment made by my granddaughter triggered an idea. She, eyeing my 
bulging tummy, in all innocence asked, “When are you going to have 
the baby, Nanay?” Embarrassing to say the least, but it provided me 

a brilliant alternative. With time on my hands, why not join an 
aerobics class and enjoy exercising in the company of other shape-chal- 
lenged creatures? So off to a slimnastics class I decided to go. So now 
when the planes start droning, I quietly slip out of bed, don my aerobics 
outfit, put on my rubber shoes, grab my gym bag and slip out of the 
house even when the maids are not yet stirring. 

Looking up at the sky, I see the dawn is just beginning and the sight 
of it is truly inspiring—soft pastel colors of pale pink, tinges of blue 
with touches of gold are seemingly finger-painted on the canvass of the 
sky by a still drowsy morning sun. I would imagine the sight would 
send the hidden artist in us to heights of ecstatic awe. 

Outside the village grounds, I am greeted by the sights and sounds 
of early dawn. Idling busses are waiting for early passengers. I run smack 
into child labor in the raw by way of a young child peddling rags when 
he should still be in bed luxuriating in sleep that will make him grow. 1 
see taho vendors catering to workers whose only breakfast would be a 
glass of this concoction; vendors of boiled eggs, bread and cheap food- 
stuff that would line their "masa" customers’ stomachs for the rest of 
the day. I see a newspaper vendor on a bike precariously balancing a 
tall pile of newspapers in the front and back. How he can still manage 
to find his way, craning his neck above the pile, is beyond me. 

At this hour, no traffic policeman is yet around, so it’s every man for 
himself. A green or red light doesn't stand for anything and it’s open 
invitation for near hits and misses. Still, traffic is heavenly. Traffic build- 
up has not yet started, pollution level is at a mi ium, and by dint of 
luck and skillful dodging, I reach the aerobics place in one piece. 

ies taste parca teeter 

When you come early, you write your name on a clipboard where 
there is a diagram of the time slot and kind of machine you want to use. 
This may have been devised to ensure fairness, and to enforce the first- 
come-first-served basis. But Pinays will be Pinays and even here there's 
“palusot.” Somebody who comes early signs up for her friends who'll 
be coming later. This has been the cause of disagreements—and leads 
not only to "raltalan" but at times escalates to “sabunotan.” 

The gym I go to is well-equipped. There are the usual stationary 
eke n Soe s 525 
transport machine and other contraptions designed to work out specific 
sets of muscles, to develop strength, or firm them up the thighs—both 
inner and outer, the hips, shoulders, arms, legs, waist, abdomen, the 
calves, the back, biceps and the deltoids (betcha, you don’t know what 
that is) depending on what part of your body needs sculpting. You may 
avail of a personal trainor if you are willing to cough up his fee. 

Some overdo the workouts and their painful grimaces would not 
exactly make a good advertisement for taking up gymnastics. 

“To complement these “instruments of torture,” there are aerobic ex- 
ercises held in a wide spacious hall not unlike a dancing hall. Numbers 
are printed on the floor to mark off one’s place. Here in the most un- 
likely place, character and breeding become evident. While some stay 
in their designated places there are the inconsiderate and thoughtless 
‘ones who encroach on the space of others and elbow them out. One has 
to deftly dodge to avoid being hit. Most keep to their own area, how- 

An instructor leads you through a routine of leaps, lunges, twirls and 
turns guaranteed to really rev up one's sweat glands. You go through 
CE eed De eT 
Eyes Si E saa 
ing music become really frenzied. The catch is, you should not only 
know how to follow steps, you must come equipped with a sense of 
rhythm and timing if you want to move in unison with the group. It 
literally becomes a survival of the fittest. The weak ones fall by the 
wayside and crest-fallen, leave the area. The survivors are left sweat- 
sss s. 

Since a common problem is bulging abdomens, a special 15-minute 
Gece MU Ue 
See e eem 
to just throw up her hand, give up and say—the heck with my figure! 
My resolve is stronger, I just grit my teeth and endure the torture to (he 
breathless end. 

A period of these exercises develops one's stamina and endurance 
and modesty aside, because I’ve been at it for some time now, from the 
ms ee 
whole routine because they're embarrassed not being able to keep up 
with an oldie like me. 

Bie ie S ers 
break. A swig from a bottle of mineral water, or Gatorade or the foun- 
tain refreshes you and fortifies you for another round. This hour of 
aerobic twisting and fuming may leave you huffing and puffing but 
these exertions are devised to burn excess calories and bring out a fitter 
you. And the later cooling-down phase of stretching is so relaxing the 
m c ee 

A word about the trainors. Not like the oft-mentioned barbers 
long hair or architects without houses or dentists with poor teeth, in- 
structors are exactly what you'd expect them to be—light, lithe and 
lissome, brimming with vim, vigor and vitality. 

ea tre eens cep ee nuqam 
be surprising if some susceptible female clients develop a crush on them. 
‘The clients come in all shapes and sizes; they display the latest in exer- 
cise wear—the skimpiest of tangas, the narrowest of thongs, the shortest 
of spandex shorts, and two-piece ensembles with the more bold exposing 
their navels. Men are not as vain—they wear ordinary T-shirts printed 
with exotic vacation places like Boracay, the company they work for like 
Heineken Beer, or the team they're—playing like Abrogar No. 10, the 
school they go to, like La Salle, cartoon characters like Big Bird, etc. 

‘And the footwear! The rubber shoes are in the four-figure category 
like Adidas, Nike, Fila, but Korea's Reebok beats "em all. 

‘The final and welcome phase of these exertions is the shower. A hot/ 
cold splash on a sweaty body is a heavenly sensation. One can almost feel 
not only the grime and dirt, but toxic substances from within washed out of 
you. It leaves you feeling clean and refreshed, ready to face the world, 

With this almost daily regimen, the good effects are becoming ex 
dent I feel good because of improved blood circulation they say, and 
the slow metabolism of middle age that leaves a flab here and there is 
counterbalanced and | feel my muscles grow firmer and stronger. 

‘Truly, 1 feel bouncy and more alive! 

Now, waking up in the wee hours of the morning no longer makes 
me panicky because I look forward excitedly to another day of dynamic 
exercising. Why don’t you try it, too? 


Violeta Narvas-Santos 


WE'D also like to know the concerns of the 
sixtysomething and above, what makes their 
blood pressure rise or makes them sit back, 
content that all's well with their world and with 
themselves. —Ed. 


Violeta Narvas-Santos is in her 60s and a grandmother to three cute 
grandchildren, 
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Corrupt and faulty logic, besides 


DURING the last elections, many 
again chose celebrity status as 
primary basis in their selection of 
politicians to serve under the new 
regime. Hence, the politically i 
experienced Noli de Castro, a 
veteran media man, topped the 
senatorial slate in votes garnered 
while the young and also in- 
experienced Francis Pangilinan 
(megastar Sharon Cuneta's hus- 
band), and Richard Gomez, a 
popular actor, posted good show- 
ings. Also elected but just as 
inexperienced in public governance. 
were Panfilo Lacson and Loi 
jercito while names like Wigberto 
Tañada, Winnie Monsod, Emesto 
Herrera, Obet Pagdanganan, Per- 
fecto Yasay and Liwayway Chato 
with good records in public service 
were at the bottom of the heap. 
Apparently, the true meaning of 
the term “greater good of the 
people” still escapes us as a nation. 


‘The fanaticism over celebrities that 
swept the celebrated former movie 
star, Joseph Estrada, to the presi- 
dency is still alive and a force to be 
reckoned with in future choices for 
public elective officials. 

When a foreigner blamed our 
"damaged culture” for our coun- 
try's woes, there were protests 
from all quarters. The result of the 
last elections also gave evidence 
of a continually regressing politi- 
cal history so that now, the stan- 
dard for public service has 
reached rock bottom. Despite the 
total vigilance of mass media af- 
ter the Marcos regime, graft and 
corruption was not abated up un- 
til the Estrada regime. 

Fr. Larry Faraon, in his latest 
published views, was more con- 
cemed about the shame and igno- 
miny Estrada actually brought on 
himself than he was about the seri- 
ous setbacks suffered by 76 million 


other Filipinos because of the inept- 
ness and corruption of his regime. 
He also wants our spiritual and 
moral values to be highly personal- 
ized to fit Estrada's claim of total 
innocence even in his private life. 
The former president now in jail is 
being repackaged as a martyr to al- 
low him to get more sympathy than 
the condemnation he deserves for 
his crimes. 

To downplay the tremendous 
success of Lee Kuan Yew in creat- 
ing a peaceful, clean, environmen- 
tally friendly and economically 
stable state for his people, our poli- 
ticians often claim his country is 
small and easy to manage. But our 
bigger land area and greater natu- 
ral resources should make us as 
progressive, if not more than 
Singapore. The Singaporean gov- 
emment has also been criticized for 
being too harsh on offenders. We 
‘would rather that even those who 
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made our laws or must implement 
them, disobey them blatantly than 
be deemed curtailing personal free- 
dom. 

After a month's stay in Singa- 
pore, it doesn't make sense that our 
government which persists on be- 
ing outrageously corrupt and has 
nothing to show for being in power, 
should now depend on remittances 
from overworked, underpaid, highly 
exploited, mostly poor overseas 
workers to prop it up. More than just 
a damaged culture, where is plain 
logic here?—MARY JOAN A. 
ANGELES, 6 Pinto St., Rancho 
Estate I, Marikina City 


Real issues in race for speakership 


THE RACE for the speakership of 
the 12th Congress has been 
muddled so that the real issues— 
vision, parliamentary expertise and 
leadership—have taken a backseat 
to the black propaganda branding 
the leading contender, Rep. Jose de 
Venecia Jr., as a "trapo." 

th all due respect to his rivals, 
Speaker De Venecia steered the 9th 
and 10th Congresses to legislate the 
Social Reform Agenda in support 
of President Fidel V. Ramos" goals 
of building the infrastructure of our 
economy toward the 21st century. 
He pursued anti-monopoly and 
socio-economic reforms, benefit- 
ing not only small and medium 
businesses but also the marginal- 
zed sectors of our society. 

As a tireless legislator seeking 
peace for the nation, he initiated 
and brokered ceasefire agreements 
with the NDF-CPP-NPA and the 
RAM-YOU military rebels as well 
as a peace pact with the Muslim 
rebels that brought chair Nur 


Misuari and the Moro National Lib- 
eration Front back into the fold of 
the law. 

Today, De Venecia heads the 
Asian Christian and Muslim demo- 
crats as vice president of the Chris 
tian Democrat International (CDD, 
an umbrella organization of all 
Christian democratic political par- 
ties all over the world of which the 
Lakas NUCD-UMDP is an active 
member. He also chairs the Lakas 
NUCD-UMDP. 

Therefore, I would say that as 
seasoned politician, a brilliant par- 
liamentarian and a man of vision, the 
12th Congress, will be in the best 
hands under De Venecia. He alone 
can ably deliver the necessary legis- 
lation in support of President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo's pro-people and 
democratic program of govern- 
ment.—BOBBY BRILLANTE, 
secretary general, Kilusan ng mga 
Demokratikong Pilipino, 175 
Kalayaan Ave., West Rembo, Fort 
Bonifacio, Makati City 


Retirees keeping watch 
over SSS, GSIS fund use 


THE PHILIPPINE Association of Retired 
Persons (PARP), is a national organization of 
retired Social Security System and Government 
Service Insurance System members. Apart from 
working for the improvement of retirement 
benefits, it watches over the investment activities 
of the GSIS and SSS. During the Estrada 
administration, the PARP was the first to protest 
certain investments where the two systems lost 
several millions of their trust funds. Because of 
the complicity of fund administrators, the PARP 
was unable to stem the losses. In this connection, 
we did propose that a PARP representative be 
appointed to the boards of the GSIS and SSS. 

We hail President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo's 
order freezing the salaries of, among others, the 
officers of the GSIS and SSS at their present level 
and disallowing any increases. In 1999, we qu 
tioned the increase of P898.1 million in the sala- 
ries of SSS personnel but Carlos Arellano then 
(and Horacio Templo even now) ignored our in- 
quiry, forcing us to bring the matter to the Om- 
budsman where it is still pending. Nevertheless 
we are aware of their atrociously high salaries. 
A cut in the salary, especially of Templo, is to be 
applauded. 

We suggest that Budget Secretary Emilia 
Boncodin also look into the income of these of- 
ficers as directors of banks and other big com- 
panies where the SSS has investments, consist- 
ing of director's fees, per diems, allowances, 
bonuses and profit sharing, etc. running to mil- 
lions of pesos, which are being appropriated as 
personal income of these directors, instead of 
as income of the institutions they represent. We 
know this for a fact in the SSS, but it may also 
be true with other government financial institu- 
tions as well. We also know that, in addition to 
all these, as executive officers, they still get 
many kinds of allowances which she may also 
want to look into. 

Incidentally, we are offended and therefore 
protest the statement of columnist Jerry Barican 
saying that Boncodin “...is even more stupid than 
she looks.” Coming from a former Palace offi- 
cial, this insult to Boncodin, who had the guts to 
question the inordinate salaries and perks of ex- 
ecutives of government-owned and controlled 
corporations which no one in the government 
dared to do before, is also an affront to suffering 
Filipinos who, in the end, will benefit from her 
bold initiative 

We hope that under the Macapagal adminis- 
tration retirees will be appreciated for what they 
are—a vast national resource, a wealth of talent 

nd experience who still want “to serve as we 
have served."—AMADO F. CABAERO, na- 
tional president, Philippine Association of 
Retired Persons, 11 Brosas St. BF Resort Vil- 
lage, Las Piñas City 


Maze of road projects 


WHAT is it with politicians and their obsessive 

need to dig up and fix all major and traffic-prone 

roads? Do they honestly think that by digging in 

different places all at the same time they can get 

things done faster? Yet these projects always 

s E seem to take twice as long as the allotted time to 
. get done. 

‘And all this for what? To worsen the already 
bad traffic situation? To complicate the already 
confusing roads and intersections with detours? 
To further lengthen the already very long travel 
time? Or perhaps to cultivate hot-headed and 
undisciplined motorists? 

1 sincerely hope that these politicians will 
wake up and smell the pollution. We need solu- 
tions, and not more problems to add to what we 
already have. I think that if they truly care about 
their fellow citizens, instead of lining their pock- 
ets with money not intended for them, they would 
come up with better thought-out action plans to 
solve our seemingly never-ending traffic prob- 
lems—WVANIA YSABEL S. PADILLA, Anti- 
polo City 
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Book row could 
imperil Japan-S. 
Korea ties- 


SEOUL, South Korea— 
President Kim Dae-jungsaid 
yesterday he was “shocked” 
by Japan’s refusal to revise 
its controversial history text- 
books and warned that the 
issue could imperil ties be- 
tween the two countries. 

“I cannot but feel shocked,” Kim 
said after being briefed on Japan's 
official rejection a day earlier of 
Seoul's demand for revision of the 
Controversial textbooks that critics say 
Whitewash Japan's wartime atrocities. 

Kim’s remarks were released to 
the press by his chief spokesper- 
son, Park Joon-young. 

Japan angered South Korea and 
diher Asian countries in April by 
approving eight middle school texi- 
books, including one written by na- 


tionalist scholars who deny Japan 
committed documented atrocities 
during World War IL 

In June, South Korea asked Japan 
to revise 35 textbook passages that it 
believes gloss over atrocities commit- 
ted during Japan's colonial rule of the 
Korean Peninsula from 1910-1945, 

South Korea was upset by the fail- 
ure of those textbooks to mention 
tens of thousands of Korean and other 
Asian women who were forced to 
serve as sexual slaves for Japanese 
soldiers during World War Il. 

Japan responded Monday by in- 
forming Seoul that it can revise only 
two of the 35 disputed passages. 
Seoul officials say the two proposed 
revisions are of relatively lesser sig- 
nificance to them. 

President Kim showed his anger 
by refusing to meet a high-level 


Kim 


Japanese delegation dispatched to 
seek Seoul's understanding of To- 
kyo's textbook decision. 

“How can people who lack cor- 
rect knowledge of their country's 
history promote friendship with 
people of other neighboring coun- 
tries?" Kim said. 

“We can't condone this situa- 
tion. Our government will continue 
to demand revision of the history 
textbooks,” he said. 

The controversy was a setback 
for Kim, who visited Japan in 1998 
and pledged to put the issue of the 
countries" thomy history to rest and 
build a future-oriented relationship. 

“I am shocked at the thought 
that all efforts I have made so far to 
build a truly friendly relationship 
with Japan may have to go back to 
square one,” Kim said. AP 


STUDENT looks atpictures showing Japanese security forces killing South Koreans during the 1910-1945 colonial era. 
at an exhibition titled "Japan's Distorted History Textbook’ at the National Assembly building in Seoul, July 10. ap 


Levy’s ma dares Condit: Take lie test 


MODESTO, California—The 
mother of missing federal intern 
Chandra Levy said that US Rep. 
Gary Condit should take a lie de- 
tector test. 

Standing at the door to her home 
on Monday, Susan Levy urged 
Condit “to come ahead and take 
the polygraph test and to help us 
find our daughter and bring her 
home, back to us alive and unhurt. 

“I'm not accusing anybody of 
anything," she added, "but I think 


there is truth out there and some- 
one knows the truth.” 

Chandra Levy, 24, was last seen 
in Washington, D.C., on April 30. 
Over the weekend, a source speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity said 
that the 53-year-old Condit, in his 
third interview with police and the 
FBI, told investigators for the first 
time that he had a romantic rela- 
tionship with Levy. 

In Washington, Condit lawyer 
Abbe Lowell said the congressman 


Haze forces Thais 
to remain indoors 


BANGKOK—Residents in five Thai provinces 
bordering Malaysia were warned yesterday to 
stay indoors or wear face masks, as a choking 
haze caused by Indonesian forest fires hung over 
the country’s south, 

‘The Environmental Health Center in Songkhla 
province said the warning was particularly aimed 
at people who were already suffering from condi- 
tions like asthma, 

“The situation is not yet at a dangerous stage, 
but we have advised people not tovdirectly inhale 
the haze and to stay indoors, or if they must go 
‘outdoors, to wear masks," said the center's direc- 
tor Ongart Chanachammongkol. 

Ongart said the haze from Indonesia's Sumatra 
island had covered Thailand's five southernmost 
provinces—Satun, Songkhla, Pattani, Yala and 
‘Narathiwat—since Saturday. 

The situation was not yet as bad as 1997-98, 
when smog from slash-and-burn farming blan- 
keted much of the region, but motorists were 
already being forced to keep their lights on for an 
extra hour in the morning, he said. 

“So far the level of dust is moderate, it has not 
yet reached a critical level, but we have to wait 
and see.” 

Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra has ex- 
pressed concern over the pollution problem and 
ordered the interior ministry to map out a plan to 
alleviate the situation, deputy government spokes- 
person Kuthep Saikrachang said. 

* During the weekly Cabinet meeting Thaksin 
suggested "rain seeding" techniques could be de- 
ployed to help clear away the dust. 

“In case there is no rain in affected provinces 
the prime minister has ordered the interior minis- 
try to make artificial rain in these provinces to 
lessen damage and suffering,” Kuthep said, 

‘The Public Health Ministry is also planning to 
hand out 20,000 face masks through provincial 
offices for residents who need to work or do 
errands outdoors. 

‘The pollution crisis has reportedly forced many 
fishermen to stay in port in Satun province, where 
Visibility is down to less than 100 meters on land, 
and under one kilometer at sea. 

‘The haze crisis that enveloped Southeast Asia 

1997 and 1998 caused an estimated $9.3 bil- 
lion in economic losses. Many of the fires were 
deliberately set by planters clearing land for cul- 
tivation, AFP 


has cooperated with police and was 
willing to give them access to his 
apartment. 

Lowell said Condit was ready to 
give investigators telephone and 
Cell phone records and would make 
his staff available for questioning. 

“The congressman will provide 
‘whatever additional information or 
material he can to police," Lowell said. 

He said that if the police ask 
about a lie detector test he would 
discuss it with Condit, but he ex- 


-— 


pressed doubt about the general use- 
fulness of polygraphs. 

The Levys’ lawyer, Billy Mar- 
tin, said at a Washington news con- 
ference that the missing woman's 
family had specific questions for 
Condit. 

Martin said he wrote to Condit's 
lawyer asking about the congres: 
man's relationship with Levy, in- 
cluding when he last saw her, how 
they met and the nature of the rela- 
tionship. AP 


Sherer ose 


KUALA Lumpur's skyscrapers, including the world's tallest, Petronas Twin Towers, left, and KL Tower, 
right, are shrouded by haze at sunrise July 10, Smoke from wildfires on Sumatra is covering the skies 
over western Malaysia. 


Court says Pinochet 
unfit to stand trial 


SANTIAGO,  Chile—Chile's 
Augusto Pinochet—the archetypal 
Cold War military dictator—was de- 
clared mentally unfit on Monday to. 
stand trial for death squad killings 
shortly after his 1973 coup, likely 
ending efforts to prosecute him. 

‘The Appeals Court ruled that 
Pinochet, 85, suffers from such se- 
vere dementia that he cannot be 
prosecuted on charges of covering 
up 75 murders by the “Caravan of 
Death,” an army unit that toured 
northern Chile by helicopter elimi- 
nating suspected leftists. 

Police fired water cannon and 
tear gas at hundreds of people in 
central Santiago protesting against 
the court's decision, witnesses said. 

Four protesters were arrested at 
the march in and around the Paseo 
Ahumada pedestrian thoroughfare 
late on Monday. 

The court decision, taken by a 
2-1 vote of a panel of judges, is 
technically a suspension of the 
charges against Pinochet and can 


be appealed. 

But few in Chile now believe 
Pinochet will ever appear in court 
because of the time-consuming ap- 
peals process, the ex-general's age 
and an unwillingness to reopen old 
‘wounds from his 1973-1990 rule, 

“L think, unfortunately, that this 
is as far as the Pinochet case goes,’ 
prosecution lawyer Juan Bustos told 
reporters. 

Legal experts say some 250 other 
human rights cases against Pinochet 
in Chile are now likely to crumble, 

One of the former dictator's sons 
expressed relief. Pinochet is be- 
lieved to has diabetes and aides 
say he has suffered at least two 
strokes in recent years, 

"I hope with this ruling that our 
father can have a little more peace 
during what is left of his life,” Marco 
Antonio Pinochet told Chilean radio. 

Despite the protest, interest in 
having Pinochet put on trial has 
dwindled in Chile as the legal wran- 
gles have drawn out. Reuters 


US warns UN it will 
fight for arms makers 


UNITED NATIONS—The United 
States on Monday warned a UN 
‘meeting on small arms trafficking 
it was prepared to do battle to de- 
fend the rights of arms makers and 
legal gun owners—even when the 
guns they want to own were spe- 
cifically designed for war. 

John Bolton, US undersecretary 
of state for arms control, fired off 
the warning shot on the opening 
day of a conference aimed at clamp- 
ing down on the billion-dolla 
year global small arms trade, which 
UN officials blame for half a mil- 
lion deaths a year and enormous 
human suffering. 

“People all over the world are 
looking to this conference for 
meaningful steps toward enhanc- 
ing human security and preventing 
further suffering and destruction of 
life,” Harri Holkeri of Finland, 
president of the 189-nation UN 
General Assembly, said as the 
meeting opened. 

But Bolton said the United 
States could not accept numerous 
provisions of a draft action plan 
due to be adopted on July 20, the 
conference's final day. In doing so, 


Separated Kashmiris hope for peace between India, 


BY AMIR ZIA 


NEELUM VALLEY, Pakistan—A 
stout, bearded man on Pakistan's side 
of the disputed Kashmir border with 
India peers into the distance, then 
begins to wave wildly with his hands, 
| From a small village across the 
Neelum River that meanders along 
the border, a friend clad in white 
baggy pants waves back. 

For more than 50 years, since Pa- 
kistan was carved out of India after 
British rule ended in 1947, the peo- 
ple of Kashmir have been divided by 


< 


the dispute between the two coun- 
tries over this lush Himalayan region 
that each claims as its own, 

“They are that close to us, but 
we can't meet them," said Malik 
Saeed, a guard of an abandoned 
tourist resort that shows signs of the 
frequent artillery duels between the 
1wo countries. 

“It has been more than 50 years 
now that our families are divided," 
said Saeed. “A whole generation has 
spent a lifetime waiting to unite with 
their relatives across the border.” 

Uncertainty and fears of renewed 


t 


fighting loom large among 
Kashmiris who have lived in the 
shadow of the conflict all their lives, 
even as Pakistan and India prepare 
for their first summit in two years 
later this month. 

Kashmir is the only Mustim-m: 
jority state in Hindu-dominated In- 
dia. Pakistan demands a referendum 
in fine with UN resolutions to deter- 
mine whether Kashmiris want unifi- 
cation with India or Pakistan. Indian 
officials reject the proposal and say 
Kashmir is an integral part of India. 

Islamic militants have been wag- 


` 


ing a bloody secessionist war in In- 
dian Kashmir since 1989, fighting 
for unification with Pakistan or com- 
plete independence. India accuses 
Pakistan of sponsoring the rebels, 
but Pakistan denies the charge and 
says it is unable to stop indigenous 
Kashmiris from crossing the border. 
Until seven months ago, the 
thickly forested Neelum Valley was 
the center of fierce artillery duels 
between Pakistani and Indian sol- 
diers. Scores of buildings in the val- 
ley on Pakistan's side of the border 
were turned into heaps of rubble, 
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Many villagers fled, but others 
resigned themselves to the fighting, 
cowering in underground bunkers 
or damaged homes. 

“You have come here in good 
times, because there is a truce be- 
tween Pakistan and India," Saeed 
tells a visiting journalist 

Kashmir has been the centerpiece 
of one of the world's most protracted 
and bloody border disputes, In many 
parts of the valley, the Neelum River 
isthe only demarcation between these 
two rival nuclear-power nations. 

Since the two countries an- 


he drove a wedge between Wash- 
ington and its European Union 
lies and lined up with Russia, China 
and India, analysts said, 

‘The United States is going to 
isolate itself [rom its closest allies, 
said Loretta Bondi of the Washing- 
ton-based Fund for Peace, Brazil- 
ian delegate Rubem Cesar 
Fernandes said, “It sounded like 
they wanted the conference to col- 
lapse.” 

Bolton said the draft plan was 
studded with “ambiguity and 
overbreadth.” Washington wanted 
it to target only illegal trading of 
military-style weapons and do noth- 
ing to “constrain legal trade and 
legal manufacturing." 

Anti-gun activists, on the 
other hand, want to crack down 
on both legal and illegal arms 
deals, arguing that the vast ma- 
jority of illegal weapons started 
out as legal. 

According to UN definition, the. 
small arms category includes such 
powerful arms as grenades, mor- 
tars, assault rifles, machine guns 
and shoulder-fired anti-aircraft mis- 
siles as well as handguns. Reuters 


Pakistan 


nounced a cease-fire in November 
last year, some villagers have started 
totrickle back to their broken homes. 
A key road connecting the valley 
with Muzaffarabad, the capital of 
Pakistani Kashmir, recently reo- 
pened to traffic for the first time in 
10 years, after Indian soldiers 
Stopped targeting vehicles from their 
mountain positions. Still few homes 
i rebuilt because of fears of 

more fighting, 
Saeed, the guard at the closed 
tourist resort, pleaded for the 
Kashmiris to be reunited. — AP 
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A TRIBUTE TO THE 
PRESIDENT WHO SAW 
Us THROUGH A 
CRUCIAL CROSSROAD 
OF HISTORY. 


Manuel Acufia Roxas 
was not only the last president of the Philippine 
Commonwealth and the first president of the 
Philippine Republic that was recognised on July 
4, 1946, he was also the one faced with the. 
daunting task of rebuilding a country devastated 


by war. 


Although he was recalled by his Maker after 
only two years into his presidency, President 
Roxas ably laid the groundwork for the 
rehabilitation and recoristruction of the 
Philippines after World War II. He established 
the central monetary system, approved the first 
Master Economic Plan for the country and signed 
the blueprint for the reconstruction of the City 
of Manila. 


Manuel A. Roxas lived for only 56 years, but 
his was a life well-spent; with many outstanding 
achievements - valediciorian of the UP College 
of Law, first Philippine Bar topnotcher with a 
grade of 92%, Capiz governor at age 27 and 
Speaker of Congress at 31. 


Two events best illustrated the kind of man 
Roxas was: After laboring with Osmeña for the 
passage of the Hare-Hawes Cutting Act in the 
USS. Congress, Roxas supported the alternative 
Tydings-McDuffie Act pushed by Quezon, all 
for the sake of Philippine independence. 


During the Japanese occupation, Roxas was 
imprisoned and tortured by the dreaded 
Kempetai, yet he refused to be part of the puppet 


government. 


Fifty-five years have passed since the July 4th 
ascendancy of Manuel A. Roxas, yet his legacy 


of statesmanship and excellent service lives on. 


Asa tribute to the life of President Manuel A. 
Roxas, CAP has erected a nine-foot bronze 
statue in his honor in front of the CAP building 


in Roxas City. 


COLLEGE ASSURANCE PLAN - CAP PENSION CORPORATION 
CAP Education and CAP Pension combined trust fund over P128. Total tuition fees paid P5.48 e Number of 
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Cagayan under calamity state 


BY CRISTINA ARZADON 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


LAOAG CITY—Typhoon “Feria” 
did not chalk up as much damage in 
agriculture and infrastructure in locos 
Norte as typhoon “Iliang's” devasta- 
tion in 1998. 

But officials here noted that Fe- 
ria’s impact on the lives of residents 
‘would linger for a long time. 

The three days of continuous rains 
and gusty winds beginning the first 
Tuesday of July were perhaps the 
longest days by far to most residents 
since Iliang hit the province. 

Feria had already left the country. 
but the devastation continues. locos 
Norte has been isolated after a major 
bridge connecting the province to the 
southern section collapsed. 

Feria began to batter the province 
Tuesday night, dumping heavy rains 
that instantly flooded major streets here. 

The next two days, intensified 
winds and unrelenting rains caused 
work stoppage and suspension of 
classes as floodwater overflowing 
from drainage systems crept inside 
houses. Rampaging waters swamped 
several bridges, rendering them im- 
passable to all types of vehicles. 

‘The bridge in Badoc town, which 
connects the province’s southern sec- 
tion to this capital city, collapsed and 
prevented passenger buses from en- 
tering and leaving the city. 

Motorists from Metro Manila 
avoided the Ilocos route and detoured 
to Cagayan but it took them 15 hours 
to reach the province. 

Rubber boat 

Hundreds of passengers from Ma- 
nila on Tuesday were stranded in 
Badoc because only a rubber boat 
can get across the river and ferry peo- 
ple to the other side of the bridge. 

Power was restored only late Fri- 
day in some parts of the city but it was 


still lights out in at least 20 of the 22 
Ilocos Norte towns since Tuesday. 

Residents have been queuing at pump 
wells in the neighborhood and scarce 
bottled water services for their drinking 
and houschold needs because water sup- 
ply was cut off by the typhoon. 

Long distance telephone services 
were unavailable until Friday because 
landline phones, including cellular 
phones, went dead. 

"That's the state we're in right 
now. There's no way to feed infor- 
mation to Metro Manila,” said Lito 
Gorospe, the provincial capitol's press. 
consultant, on Friday. 


Damages 
The Provincial Disaster Coordina 
ing Council, in its partial assessment, 
said Ilocos Norte lost P24.3 million in 
damaged infrastructure, crops, fisheries 

and livestock, 

Vice Gov. Windell Chua, the acting 
governor in the absence of Gov. 
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. said the initial 
figures were enough for the provincial 
board to declare llocos Norte under a 
state of calamity. 

Chua said the provincial government 
‘would be using its P15-million calamity 
fund to rehabilitate the province. 

‘A portion of the fund is being eyed to 
assist victims whose houses were either 
damaged or destroyed. 

Recipients could get up to P10,000 
to repair their houses whose rooftops 
‘were either blown away or destroyed by 
falling trees, Chua said. 

“Certainly, we hope the national gov- 
emment can assist the provincial coun- 
terpart in bringing relief to our province 
mates," he said. 

The initial figures, however, do not 
reflect the state of disaster wrought by 
Feria among the residents’ lives and 
properties 

Victims 

As of July 5, the PDCC has recorded 

3,571 families in 137 villages who 


‘Feria’ devastation continues 


sought government assistance for vari- 
‘ous typhoon-related incidents. 

This was apart from the 1.858 fami- 
lies affected aller their villages were 
fiooded for days. 

"The victims came from 17 of the 22 
towns inthe province 

Before Feria. typhoon lliang slammed 
the province in 1998 and exacted the 
heaviest toll on agriculture and infra- 
Structure with losses reaching P1643 

Chua shared residents’ observation 
that Feria is the worst calamity that hit 
Ilocos Norte by far 

“Hundreds of families in a coastal 
village in Pasuquin sought permanent 
relocation when they were hit by tidal 
waves at the height of the typhoon,’ 
Chua said. 

Displaced families have sought tem- 
porary shelter in houses offered by vir- 
tual strangers. Those who found no im- 
mediate home pitched tents along the 
town's national highway. 

Floodwater crept inside houses de- 
stroying investments from furniture, 
house appliances and even stored gro- 
cery items. 

Disaster and relief teams could not be 
dispatched immediately to affected areas 
because communication lines broke down. 
while major roads were either flooded or 
inaccessible because of fallen tees. 

Thick mud 

In the center of the city, customers 
drop in tickles in a drugstore, the only 
‘open establishment in an array of bus 
nesses lining the deserted streets on 
Thursday 

In nearby San Nicolas town, fomi- 
ture and grocery stores opened up their 

sures but only to rid their es- 
tablishments of-thick mud that Tiered 
their floors and smudged their wares. 

On the roadside, loo. were strewn 
beds. chairs, sofas and rugs being 
scraped of diri. 

“T have spent most of my life here. 
But never saw an ocean of floodwater 
inthe streets and in our homes.” said a 
schoolteacher, adding that floodwater 
rose up to their necks at the height of 
Feria's rains. 
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THE PEOPLE'S AIRUNE 


TUGUEGARAO CITY—Almost a week after ty- 
phon “Feria's” destructive rains and winds, the 
provincial government of Cagayan on Monday 
declared the province under a state of calamity 

Gov. Edgar Lara expressed hope the move 
would hasten the release of both national and local 
funds to help typhoon victims in the province. 

The Cagayan disaster coordinating counci 
said Feria affected 39,319 families and left 
people dead in the province. 

Damage to agriculture was placed at P129.46 
million and to infrastructure at P46.48 million. 

As an austerity measure, Lara said the pro- 
vincial board froze the purchase of vehicles for 
provincial officials. 

Vice Gov. Oscar Pagulayan said he would 
ask President Macapagal-Arroyo and Defense 
Secretary Angelo Reyes to release the P10 mil- 
lion earlier allotted by Malacafiang for the reha- 
bilitation of Cagayan due to previous typhoons. 

The release of the funds was overtaken by 
events that led to Edsa 2, Pagulayan said. 

Provincial officials said they would also seck 
financial aid from the President after Feria se- 
verely hit the province. 

Ilocos Sur 

In Ilocos Sur, latest reports gathered by the 
Inquirer showed that at least 29 people were 
killed from Feria's onslaught last week. 

‘The fatalities included a family of six who were 
buried by a landslide in Sugpon town, an upland 
town at the southeastern part of the province. 

Half of the Sugpon municipal hall was also 
buried by landslides, reports said, 

The floods displaced more than 37,000 fami- 
lies in the province, reports said, 

In Mt. Province, a young tourist from Bulacan 
and a guide drowned in an underground river 
that navigates through the famous Sagada Caves 
at the height of Feria. 

The tourist, Jonathan Bumolto, who authori- 
ties said was from Bulacan, and his friend Nomer 
Wansing of Palawan, went to the caves on July 
4, the height of Feria's fury, with a tourist guide, 
Sagada resident Josephine Omameng. in tow. 

ports from the Philippine Information 

Agency in Mt. Province said a strong under- 

und current swept the three. Wansing man- 
aged to craw! to safety. 

The bodies of Bumolto and Omaming were 
recovered recently, according to PIA officer Art 
Tibaldo, who has arrived from Sagada early 
Tuesday. 

"But 1 do not know if they managed to ship 
(Bumolto's remains) home. It takes 12 hours to 
get out of there now because of road cuts,” 
Tibaldo said. 

He said communications there had been down 
since the typhoon. Access to the province, 
through the Halsema Highway, had been cut, 
and travelers now use the Ifugao route. 

Feria left six fatalities in Mt. Province. 

The PIA also documented the fate of Edmundo 
Pidlao Jr.. a marine engineering student of Dagupan 
City, who was dragged by the strong Chico River a 
he tried to rescue three people stranded on a mound 
of debris in the middle of the river 

Tibaldo said Pidlao volunteered to wade toward 
the three, held fast 10 the riverbanks by an abaca 
rope. The rope snapped as Pidlao inched closer to- 
ward the debris, causing him to be pulled by the 
current. 

Puerto Princesa 

In Puerto Princesa City, government officials de- 
clared the whole city under a state of calamity afier 10 
barangays were hit by Feria. 

Members of the City council. in a special session 
on July 7, passed a resolution putting the whole city 
under a state of calamity. This is the first resolution 
passed by the new council after its inauguration 

‘About 215 families were displaced by Feria, which 
uprooted trees and wrecked houses mostly along the 
shorelines, with a still undetermined amount of struc- 
tures and crops destroyed as of Saturday morning. 

"Unofficial reports, however, placed the number of 
families displaced at 313, mostly children. 

Fifty families were reported to be staying in 
barangay halls while others chose to stay with rela- 
tives on safe grounds. 

Lawyer Allen Rodriguez, Assistant City Adminis- 
trator and head of the City Disaster Coordinating 
‘Council, asked for the release of P2 million as calam- 
ity fund for the families. He said relief operations 
were immediately conducted but available goods 
could last only a few days. 

In other pars of Palawan, Feria uprooted trees that 
barricaded major thoroughfares. 

Visayas 

In Negros Occidental, about P2.1 million worth of 
crops were damaged and more than 3.200 persons 
displaced when Feria unleashed its wrath in the prov- 
ince's seven towns and two cities on July 4. 

‘A report submitted by the Provincial Welfare and 
Development Office showed that strong winds de- 
siroyed 103 houses and damaged 478 others in the 
cities of Talisay and Cadiz and in the towns of 
Valladolid, Pontevedra, Pulupandan and San Enrique. 

Worst hit was Valladolid where 1.800 persons 
were displaced after the winds destroyed 50 houses 
and damaged 250 others. 

In Pulupandan, 1.350 persons were affected when 
34 houses were destroyed and 209 others were dam- 
aged at the height of Feria. 

The PWDO report also showed that 15 houses 
were destroyed and 15 others were damaged in San 
Enrique, displacing 117 persons. 

Four houses were destroyed and another four were. 
damaged in Talisay and in Cadiz, affecting 30 per- 
sons. Twelve persons were displaced after Feria de- 
Siroyed two houses in Pontevedra. 

Provincial agriculturist lgmedio Tabianan reported 
that Feria damaged P2.1 million worth of crops in 
Hinigaran, Ilog and Don Salvador Benedicto. 

About PS80,500 of worth of com plants were 
destroyed in Don Salvador Benedicto and Hinigaran 
towns 

Feria also destroyed P1,185,850 worth of banana 
plants in Don Salvador Benedicto and towns Hog and 
P364.800. in Hinigaran town. Reports from Estanislao 
Caldez, Villamor Visaya Jr, Leóncio Balbin Jr. and 
Vincent Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau, 
Ruelle Albert D. Castro, PDI Southern Luzon Bu- 
rean and Carla P. Gomez, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Pagasa taps radar 


BAGUIO CITY—The Philippine Atmospheric, 
Geophysical and Astronomical Services Adminis- 
tration (Pagasa) here has started using the radar 
That was installed last year on Mt. Sto. Tomas. The 
Duffer Weather Surveillance Radar 985 was 
installed to improve typhoon tracking and weather 
surveillance in the region, said Joseph Rios, chief 
meteorologist of Pagasa in Baguio. Desiree 
Caluza, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Drug dealer falls 


BOCAUE, Bulacan—A suspected drug dealer was 
arrested after a 30-minute car chase along the 
North Luzon Expressway here Friday. Police said 
patrol officers of Philippine National Construction 
Corp. chased Kosair Makalintal of Quiapo, 
Manila, after observing that he was drivin 
recklessly slong the tollway. During the chase, 
Makalintal was injured after his car bumped 
another car. Makalintal was taken to a hospital in 
Meycauayan town and was placed under police 
custody when policemen and PNCC personnel 
found four kilos of shabu (methampethamine 
hydrochloride) in his car. 

Carmela Reyes, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Cop gets life term 


TAGBILARAN CITY—A policeman was meted a 
maximum prison (erm of two years for acciden- 
tally killing his friend in 1999. PO! Wenceslao 
Purisima was found guilty of homicide by Judge 
Baudilio Dosdos of the Regional Trial Court 
Branch 2. Purisima was also ordered to indemnity 
the heirs of Glenn Lungay with P165,000 in 
funeral and medical expenses and cost of litiga- 
tion. The policeman was showing his firearm to. 
Lungay qp Feb. 9, 1999 when it accidentally went 
off. hitting the victim in the head. 

Chito A. Fuentes, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Suspension assailed 


DUMAGUETE CITY—The legal counsel of four 
‘government doctors and a supply officer of the 
Negros Oriental Provincial Hospital (NOPH) 
described as "compartmentalized justice" a. 
decision of the Office of the Ombudsman to 
suspend them for six months. Lawyer Saleto 
Erames said he saw no reason why five of his 
clients were suspended while the four others were 
cleared. Erames had asked the Ombudsman to 
reconsider its decision because the doctors" 
suspension would jeopardize the hospital's 
medical services. He added that he was ready to 
bring the case to the Supreme Court if the 
Ombudsman denies his motion. 

Alex V. Pal, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Quake spares bridges 


CALAPAN CITY—The Department of Public 
Works and Highways has dispatched its structural 
engineers to evaluate the condition of major 
bridges in Oriental Mindoro after an earthquake 
hit the province early Monday. "We want to 
ensure that our bridges are safe,” said Efren G. 
Padilla, Oriental Mindoro assistant district 

‘engineer. Padilla said that as of Monday noon, 
their engineers had reported no damage to bridges 
in Calapan and Baco towns. An earthquake on 
Nov. 15, 1994 destroyed more than 20 bridges 
here. Joel J. Jabal, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Outstanding Quezonian 


‘The Quezon provincial government has launched 
its annual search for citizen achievers who 
approximated the life example of the late Presi- 
dent Manuel L. Quezon, At stake are the Gintong 
Medalya ng Karangalan and the Medalya ng 
Karangalan. Gov. Wilfrido L. Enverga announced 
that the outstanding Quezonians would be 
recognized during the Quezon Day celebrations in 
Lucena on Aug. 19. Since 1970 when the awards 
project was started, only five nominees were given 
the Gintong Medalya ng Karangalan. They were 
Fr. Horacio de la Costa, Gen. Guillermo Nakar, 
Senators Claro M. Recto and Lorenzo Tañada, and 
Ricardo Cardinal Vidal, 


WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST: Extreme Northern Luzon will experience stormy 
weather and the coastal waters will be rough to very rough. 
The rest of Northern Luzon wili have rains with gusty winds 
and the coastal waters will be rough. The rest of Luzon and 
Western Visayas will experience mostly cloudy skies with 
scattered rainshowers and thunderstorms. The rest of the 
country will be partly cloudy to cloudy with Isolated 
rainshowers and thunderstorms, SOURCE PAGASA 
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cross he NATION 
Soldiers Muslim youths back oust-Misuari bid 


arrest 9 
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tional Liberation Front appeared to “he MNLF but also in the ARMM 
Ls e have snowball when a youth grop, Madjinm maintained that to many 
ABATO CITY—Soldiers E < on Monday called for his resignation Moros and the MNLF, Misuari re- 
rounded up shie mupid Mora ene | as Autonomous Region in Muslim mains their leader 

Islamic Liberation Front rebels and Mindanao governor due to alleged dis- — But while Misuari claims lender 
Sai sesaran y a+ seso] WA e ` 3 mal performance. ship of the erstwhile rebel front. the 
firearms in Sultan Kudarat, 5 ‘Governor Misuari should step Executive Council of 15, which 
Maguindanao, during a raid on ; S i 3 down from office because of misman- ousted him as chair said it was work- 
Ee ep, ct z : : ate ree Genes 

a E 2 i ⁄ Aishia Prudencio, spokesperson ofthe and the MILF. 

Army Col. Antonio Romero, 603" 59 1 N 3 AD a United Youth of the Philippines and ‘The MILF, the biggest Moro rebel 
Infantry Brigade chief, said “persist- Z 4 the National Youth Alliance of the movement in Mindanao, is currently 
ent reports” from residents, indica Philippines, said. holding peace talks with the Philip- 
ing the presence of assorted firearms The 15-man executive council, pine government. 
from civilians, prompted the mili- which ousted Misuari as chair of the — "Unity talks had been started in 
tary to raid a house reportedly owned X à MNLF, met here Monday to discuss Kuala Lumpur between the MNLF, 
by a certain Nasser Ali, alias "Com- "ada V | several issues, including the MILF and the Islamic Command 
mander Nasser" of the MILF. 4 2 eid reunification of all Moro revolution- Council (CC) Sema told ranking 

‘The house at Barangay Gang in ^ n ary forces. | MNLF officials and supporters dur- 
Sia eee ao [ holy eed Prudencio said the Mindanao- ing the MNLF Bangsamoro Congress 
ters from the highway, is near the uud wide public consultations, which at the Cotabato City State Polytech- 
wire caecis d š were attended by Muslims, Chris- nic College parade grounds. 

of MILP egal cared pon ies mtu POI GL. Sah SH wisata Ta 
pan ang Ali, he said. 2 many of them want & change in the — ihe MNLF, MILF and the ICC were 

According to Romero, the raid- : ARMM leadership expe et 3 sgn d ia SI 
ers, led by Lt. Col. Danilo Garcia of 1 x "The south grup Na saigi the. uit) 
the 3" Infantry Battalion, seized help of President Macapagal-Arroyo Eid Kabalu, MILF spokesperson, 
Armalite rifles, M-79 grenade and Congress to put an end to said his group had been invited to 
launchers and RPG (rocket-pro- Misuari's rule over the four-provinee join the reunification efforts but since 
pelled grenade) launchers , f ARMM. it was talking peace with the govern- 

Nasser and eight of his men, who 2 ç “The move came following reports ment, the matter would be discussed 
Wee hen siso ing awedilog, waw 51 r that dhe Aug. 15 ARMM election inthe GRP-MILF talks in Malaysia 
Sey , would be postponed, forcing the Sen- later this mont 

But the MILF leadership do- 7 z Be to extend Misusr's term as re- Malacañiang had been proposing a 
we narra i sional governor in a "holdover ca- "shared autonomy” between the gov- 
the retum of the firearms, claiming | MESSAGE SENT Ne SN recen n n local EAER dealin dn 
they were escorts of Lanang. The two young girls seem to be more interested in sending text messages through a mobile cellular phone | had been extended several times would necessitate reunification of the 

Ghadzali Jaafar, MILF vice chair | than minding a flower shop in Bayombong, Nueva Vizcaya. The high-tech craze has made the country the | since he was elected in 1996 due 19 MNLF and the MILF. 
for political affairs, said the raid vio- | texting capital of the world, according to experts. Postponements of the ARMM elec- Presidential Assistant for 
lated the ceasefire agreement between 


tion, Mindanao Jesus Dureza, who chairs 
the rebel group and the government. While the governor is at the helm, the government panel talking with 


The incident, he said, “was not e . Maguindanao, Lanao del Sur, Sulu the MILF, said the “shared autonomy 
only unfortunate and uncalled for S t d b l kill d lash ar Teitei bave remained schemer vas among the vital ix 
gemm ates Suspected rebel killed in clash 2: $E 
of the Macapagal administration in he noted that Misuari frequently — tions. à 

the ongoing peace negotiation. BY DELFIN T. MALLARI JR. guerrillas retreated in different di- and NPA documents inside the house. traveled to Manila and abroad and Inthe 1970s and early 80s MNLF 

He said the confiscated firearms PDI Southern Luzon Bureau Fections, leaving behind the body of The wounded victims told the In- seemed unmindful of the poverty leaders bolted out of the organization 
belonged to MILF members secur- their comrade, identified as Javier quito that the fatality was their father. ripping his constituents, and formed the MILF Io push the bid 
ing Lana LUCENA CITY—A suspected Arellano, alias Ka Mando. Marilou, the eldest sister of the , “Al we see are extravagant meet- for independence of the Bangsamoro 
ing Lanang. P : : ings (and) luxurious travels at the (Moro nation) 

"We were enforcing the govem- rebel was killed in an early mom- Police saidseveralvillagersrevealed victims, also denied that their fa- ings (and). Morea Wavels at the (MOD e enson why some lenders 
ment's campaign against loose fire. ing encounter between government thatthe rebels carried with them sev- ther was an NPA member. Precio wit ` roka away from tiw MNER fa (he 
arms when we ordered for the con- troops and a New People's Army “cralwoundedcompanionsasthoy fled. "He was just taking care of the“ Deiayed payment of salaries and past two years was the dictatorship, 
duet of the wid, We only lamed groupon the slopes of Mt. Banahaw — Wounded in the crossfire were fighting cocks owned by the mayor eese deduction of 10 percent mismanagement and insiranspareney 

5 hear the boundary of Quezon and Rochele Arellano, 8, who suffered a of Bay, Laguna. He was never an x: x 
later that the gun wielders were y from each regional department's of MNLF leadership under then 
F T Laguna on Tuesday. bullet wound near the buttock, and NPA,” she said. : E 
MILF members,” Romero said. E = i maintenance and operating expenses Chairman Nur Misuari,” Sema told 
«o Two young girls were wounded her elder sister Jocelyn, 13, who — But she said that there were re- deos i ud 
Jaafar urged the government “to young gi E ° allocation that go to a “common fund" MNLF supporters who responded 
afar urge n ‘when they were caught in the crossfire, was hit in the right thigh ally NPA rebels inside their house nre a s A A A 
exercise political maturity” in re- i are among the complaints of the with applause. 

reise political maturity” in Te Supt Alberto Mercado, acting po- They were brought othe Quezon during the encounter Lenina mas eee: 
solving the convoversial rid “be lice provincial director, said members Memorial Hospital here. “More than 20 NPA rebelsarived ^" However, Majendra Madjilon, council gathered here Monday 
fore the trust and confidence of the oF the 417th provincial mobile police — "The rebels could have shot and “im oúr house, including four women, nal information chief, do ministe- 

al p Pol regional informat , doubted — Salem Adem of the OIC ministe- 
people on President Macapagal- group and the Lucban police chanced wounded the civilians because they the night before. They asked my fa- {he youth sector's anti-Misuari rial committee ofthe eight and Tengku 
Arroyo's all-out peace policy is put Upon the NPA group at about 2 am, were shooting our men from inside ther if they could spend the night with stand Jaafar Haron of Malaysia also atte 
to waste, Edwin O. Fernandez and in Barangay Igang, Lucban, Quezon. the house,” Mercado said. us. My father allowed them in be- ` They could be used by a group he meeting of the executive council. 
Charlie C. Señase, PDI Mindanao" Mercado said that after a 20- Mercado saidthe policemen founda cause he was afraid that we might be tobbying for the governor's ouster in Charlie C. Señase and Edwin O. 
Bureau minute exchange of gunfire, the 45 cal. pistol, several M-14 magazines, harmed if he refused,” Marilou said. the MNLF hierarchy.” said Madjilon, Fernandez, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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conspired to abduct Chinese na- he denied, But the fact remains that Cotabato Archbishop PES 


tional Zhang Zhong Quiang in his companions ae pointing athim Orlindo Quevedo was —; 
North Cotabeio, Gov. Emmanuel as deir boss," Piol sald ee eter OZ 5 
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Show. 
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City en route to Carmen, North work for Zhang's release time willbe divided asain | located in the heart of the country's 

Cotabato, site of the Japanese- Piñol said two of the arrested between serving the | oO ie y, as a of is 
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Piñol identified the suspects, “Zhang is being held by an pursue new pastoral | (ne pes! in appliances, furnitures and exhibits on 
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who were held for questioning, as MILF commander,” he said. thrusts and implement | ie latest trends in suedding preparations, along with PPY 

yan owner Percival Ceriales, driver — "Lam not saying the MILF as in a more systematic | !/ormative'seminars and sessions on bridal fashion with events, 
Vicente Guingona, construction an organization is involved, but the Manner the nine pasto- | designers Pepsi Herrera and Edwin Tan, feng shui with 
worker Jimmy Navaja, and secu- fact remains Zhang is in the cus. A Priorities drawn up | geomancer Joseph Chau, interior design, creative cooking 
rity guards Rudy Balasama anda tody of a certain MILF leader,” he = toral Consultation and -| 10” ftoo, beauty makeovers for brides, wedding planning 
certain Naser. said. Edwin O. Fernandez, PDI Church Renewal im | “nd so much more! 
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By TONETTE OREJAS 


Clark Special Economic Zone 


trian gate in Angeles City in Pampanga. At a park 


]K 11,sells banana chips daily at Clark’s pedes 


ing lot near the gate, teenagers Omi, Nancy and 
Dan clean taxicabs for a living, 


‘They are Amerasians or children 
fathered by American soldiers as- 
signed at Clark when it was still the 
biggest military base in Asia-Pacific 
from 1903 until 1991, 

The Filipino-American Friend- 
ship Day does not mean anything to 
them. Sure, they remember their fa- 
thers on such a day. And yes, they 
have heard a-lot of stories about 
Clark in its heydays, when 
greenbacks flowed to Angeles’ red 
light district and their mothers 
pinned their hopes on American 
servicemen for a comfortable life, 

“We have to scratch a living or 
else we starve,” Kevin, a black 
Amerasian, says. 

That there are children sired and 
abandoned by American soldiers and 
that they badly need support are 
truths omitted at the Clark Museum. 

The museum is instead replete 
with relies and photos of the United 
States Cavalry and the US 13th Air 
Force that occupied some 45,000 
hectares of land and transformed 
these into one of the biggest United 
States military bases in the world. 

Neither is there any honest ac- 
count on the children's mothers, 
‘mostly prostituted women. 

“In the southern part of Korea, 
Okinawa, the Philippines and Thai- 
land, the degradation of women 
forced into sexual labor is institu- 
tionalized in a multimillion-dollar 
entertainment industry that enjoys 
the blessing of the US military hi- 
erarchy, which considers sexual 
recreation vital for the ‘morale’ of 
troops,” economist-historian 
Walden Bello wrote. 

Legacy 

‘The strips of nightclubs and bars 
at the periphery of the bases-turned- 
economic zones are telling symbols 
of that military legacy that sprang 
from Fil-Am Friendship Day, when 
the Philippines and the US were al- 
lies, as they are now. 

“The omission, intentional or not, 
erases the sextialized "rest and rec- 
reation” period in the country's his- 
tory where a sizable disadvantaged 
population suffered, former Ange- 
Jes Councilor Susan Pined: 

That institutionalized enslave- 
ment, couched in the euphemism 
"entertainment industry,” lured more 
than 10,000 registered prostituted 
womeù in Angeles and Olongapo 
Cities, and an estimated 10,000 more 
unregistered women, men and chil- 
dren hookers almost four years be- 
fore the bases were closed in 1991. 

‘Their number grew every time 
US troops came for "liberty" or rest 
and recreation (R&R), according to 
Pineda, who is also the exécutive 
director of the women rehabilitation 
center IMA Foundation in Angeles, 

The women had no choice. They 


were mostly poor migrants who 
sought opportunities in communi- 
ties where much of the options came. 
from base-related activities, former 
Olongapo mayor and SBMA chair, 
Richard Gordon, said. 

Like their mothers, Amerasians, 
estimated last year at 52,000, not 
only deal with the question of choice. 
They also seek roots, confront dis- 
crimination in cities that, though al- 
ready multiracial, harbor a conde- 
scending attitude toward people of 
color, especially blacks, and those 
bom from disadvantaged mothers, 
said Alma Bulawan of Buklod 
Center in Olongapo. 

Bulawan is a mother of an 
Amerasian boy, now 13. 


Least helped 

Yet, even as their victimization 
was clear, the conversion of Clark 
and Subic, the same bases from 
where the military legacy was car- 
ried out, largely failed to put these 
groups.in the whole scheme of pri- 
orities or directly lessen the condi- 
tions that reduce their chance to re- 
build their lives after the bases. 

Since September 1991, when the. 
Senate ordered Clark and Subic 
closed after rejecting the extension 
of the 1947 Phitippine-US Military 
Bases Agreement, conversion bod- 
ies have rendered no institutiona 
ized, focused or sustained assistance 
to the prostituted women, the 
Amerasians and their families. 

Those who stood up to the task 
were a few local government offi- 
cials and members of 
nongovernment organizations, inter- 
views and reports showed. 

But neither the national govern- 
ment northe local government units 
had set up task forces or permanent 
offices or programs to assist them. 

Separately or sometimes in a 
coordinated manner, local officials 
and NGO members filled the lack 
of services, when funds and op- 
portunities were available, through 
skills training, livelihood projects, 
educational scholarships and job 
placements. 

Prima, a former bar girl in 
Olongapo. sees neglect from the gov- 
emment 

“Sobrang pakinabang nila sa 
amin noon, hindi man lang kami 
natulungan (They gained so much 
from us then, they didn’t even help 
us)” she said. 

‘The likes of Prima belonged to 
the bulk of the service sector. In 
Angeles, prostituted women who 
registered as entertainers reached 
5,640 or almost 67 percent of regis- 
tered employées in 1987. In 
Olongapo, they totaled 5.499 or 61 
percent of registered workers in the 
service sector. 

‘The base actually propped up the 
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local economy, channeled through 
these women. Out of thc P507.2 mil- 
lion in basc-related expenditures in 
1987, P41.2 million came from US 
personnel on liberty, teave or tem- 
porary duty. 

But. the Amerasian 
mothers, like other ba 
sectors, were as 
maze of g 


and their 


Republic Act 7227. the base 
conversion law, refers to the pro- 
motion of "economic and social 
development of Central Luzon in 
particular and the country in gen- 
eral." lt did not explicitly say who 
are the beneficiaries of the rede- 
velopment of the base: 

The trend of ignoring the plight 
of the prostituted women and 
Amerasians was consistent even 
before the base closed because lo- 
cal officials were excluded from 
past negotiations for the bases, 
Gordon said. 

If the social costs of the bases 
were raised, this was basically on 
how to prevent and control the 
spread of sexually transmitted dis- 
eases that, women's rights advocates 
say, US servicemen were the n 

“We were used as a cannon fod- 
der all the time they were asking 
more rental for the base which 1 
thought was demeaning to us. When 
you seek rental for the.base and then 


orthern Luzon 


you say, as your argument, 
maraming prostitutes sa Olongapo, 
you re saying that bayaran n'yo lang 
kami, okay na kaming mag-prost 
tutes,” Gordon said 

Mt. Pinatubo's eruption, the 
changing US military policy during 
the thawing of the Cold War and 
delayed government's conversion 
plan, which came only in 1990, did 
not allow for a gradual withdrawal 
of the bases or the implementation 
of pre-pullout plans. 

But even when the local base con- 
version bodies were created, thei 
community development divisions 
did not draw up specific long-term 
programs for the prostituted women 
and Amerasians. 

Few opportunities 

Amerasians, even before and 
after the bases closed, 
had as many opportunities," ac- 
cording to a 1999 study by the 
University Center for Women's 
Studies Foundation, the Pearl S. 
Buck International and the Agen- 
cies Collaborating Together with 
Amerasians. 

Finding their roots and reuniting 
with their fathers, or at least seeing 
them and seeking support was re- 
mote then and as it is now. 

‘The Amerasian Immigration Act 
of 1982, which allows Amerasians 
from Thailand, Korea, Vietnam, Laos 
and Kampuchea to emigrate to the 
US under sponsorship by an Ameri- 


andoning the Amerasi 
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can, excludes Filipino Amerasians 
since the Philippines was not a war 
zone between 1960 and 1982. 

‘They were also not covered by a 
US legislation that extends special 
assistance in the processing of ci 
zenship applications for Thai, Ko- 
rean and Vietnamese Amerasia 
because “they do not suffer discri 
nation in the Philippines, which in 
itself a racially mixed so 
study said, 

A class suit that the national 
women's coalition Gabriela and 
Buklod filed in 1993 to seek the US 
Navy's support for medical and edu- 
cation expenses of the Amerasians 
was dismissed. 

The US Assistance for Inter- 
national Development, however, 
later provided $2 million to "ex- 
pand and improve humanitarian 
relief activities in the Philippines 
providing for disadvantaged chil- 
dren parented by US military and 

'd personnel." 
sistance, which ended in 
a scary prospect for 
prostituted women and Amerasians 
ho have obtained credits and edu- 
jon support through the USAID 
fund, Bulawan said. 

In 1995, the services available to 
‘Amerasians in Olongapo, Angeles, 
Bataan, Tarlac and Zambales were 

inadequate,” according to a Depart- 
ment of Social Welfare and Devel- 
‘opment survey. 
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The 1999 study, the last done on 
the Amerasians and prostituted 
‘women, gave no rosy developments 
either. The children still have a low 
level of education. Many children 
have experienced various forms of 
domestic violence while some have. 
been sexually abused, n 

Some NGOs last year shifted to a 
family-context approach, noting that 
poverty gripped the families of thes 
two groups. : 

Different focus m 

Why has not much help been di- 
rected to prostituted women and 
 Amerasians in Clark and Subic com- 
munities despite the serious impact 
of military prostitution and closure 
of the bases on them? 

“Nothing specific” was drawn for 
them because the “focus” of the 
Bases Conversion Development 
‘Authority and its local counterparts 
like the Clark Development Corp. 
and Subic Bay Metropolitan Author- 
ity was "job generation and more 
investments to eventually get the 
whole communities going,” said 
former BCDA Chair Rogelio 
Singson. 

Pinatubo's eruption in June 1991. 
the worst in the world in the last 
century, also shifted the focus and 
resources of local government units. 
including the base conversion bod- 
ies to rescue, relief and rehabilita- 
tion programs. 

While local governments had no 
focused, sustained or institutional- 
ized support for the two groups, it 
was the same for the base conver- 
sion bodies. 

Singson admitted this, saying “the 
measure of our program was the 
‘employment of those formerly di- 
rectly employed at the base. Yung 
indirectly (employed like those in 
the service sector where the prosti- 
tuted women used to belong) hindi 
masyadong natuunan.” 

‘The women's group Kaisaka says 
that the base conversion bodies have 
social programs only to strengthen 
the viability of economic altema- 
tives, not because the communities 
beyond the borders of the economic 
zones deserved the service 


Still in the margins 

Bulawan, a former bar worker 
herself, said no prostituted women 
were hired at the zones while only a 
few Amerasians were employed 
there. 

Because the base conversion bod- 
ies and LGUs were “not deliberately 
reaching out” to those who needed 
the skills training most like prosti- 
tuted women and the Amerasians, 
they were virtually shut off from ben- 
efiting directly from:the base con- 
version process, Bulawan said. 

“We could not land good jobs 
there because we were not educated, 
we had no skills. The pay was low. 
We had to present so many require: 
ments and do a lot of follow-ups 
that entailed money,” she explained. 

“We really are on our own all 
these years," Bulawan said. Many 
of them, she noted, are surviving 
through menial jobs. 


‘Gentile giants’ frolic in Pangasinan waters 


By YOLANDA FUERTES 
Pangasinan 


Jawakened to see giant creatures in the gentle waters 


Oš sunny day in May, residents and fishermen were 


of Lingayen Gulf. 

Not far from the shore were five 
"dotted animals" gracefully gliding 
with the calm morning waves. Ex- 
citedly, the residents boarded fish- 
ing boats to find out what the 
"intimidatingly big” creatures were. 

‘What they saw enthralled them— 
five whale sharks (Rhincodon typus), 
a rare species of the largest, yet gen- 
tlest, fish in the world, 

For days afterward, the villagers 
and their visitors had the rare oppor- 
tunity of playing with the “gentle 
giants” that came near their boats 
and slid underneath. Everyone who 
got near them was spellbound. 

Usually, after summer and when 
the rains start to come in the after- 
noon, people avoid the beaches, but 
this time, Pangasinan's beaches are 
by no means deserted, 

People still flock to the seashore, 
jump into rented fishing boats and 
explore the seas to take a glimpse of 
the supok (local name for whale 
shark). 

“They are so tranquil that you can 
walk on their backs and still they 
would not be disturbed,” said Westly 
Rosario, Dagupan research center 
chief of the Bureau of Fisheries and 


Aquatic Resources. 


Lured by food 

The sea creatures have been frol- 
icking, and eating, in the Lingayen 
Gulf for almost two months now. 

The plentiful food and the 

iendly people could have lured 

them to the gulf and made them 
stay,” Rosario said. 

The supok's meal consists of 
planktons, small fish (anchovies), 
krills (small shrimps made into 
alamang or shrimp paste) and squids. 

A whale shark can grow up to 50 
feet (15 meters) and weigh up to 15 
tons, Rosario said. lis average size 
is 25 feet (7.6 meters) with the fe- 
males larger than the males, 

‘The animals can live up to 150 
years, sexually maturing at 30 years. 
‘They have dark skin with yellow- 
white spots. 

‘The Lingayen Gulf visitors are 
four to five meters long and possi- 
bly weigh three tons each, Rosario 
said. 

Giants though they ar 
sharks have 3,000 "very 
and cannot chew their food. They 
are "filter feeders,” sieving enormous 
‘quantities of plankton through their 


the whale 
tiny teeth” 


gills while swimming. 
Some fishermen have complained 
escaping from the fish- 
ing grounds" whenever the. whale 
sharks come near. "Maybe they are 
afraid that they will be eaten by the 

giant fish," they said. 
Because of their size, whale 
sharks are slow swimmers, usually 
at a speed of not more than three 


miles per hour (5 kpH). 

Whale sharks survive in tropical 
and warm temperate seas, and their 
traditional homes in the country are 
in the waters off Donsol, Sorsogon 
(where they are called butanding) 
and off Bohol. 

‘Ari Bautista, research associate 
of the University of the Philippines 
Marine Science Institute, said whale 


sharks have also been seen in Honda 
Bay in Palawan and off Legaz 
City, Cagayan de Oro City and 
Camarines Sur. 

"They must go where there's food 
for them, but their presence is not 
reported. It's only now that sightings 
of these endangered species are be- 
ing recorded,” Bautista said, 

Rosario said fishermen in the 


Lingayen Gulf related to him how 
‘whales, whale sharks and dolphins 
wandered in the gulf in the past 
years. Some of these rare animals. 
however, suffered cruel fates from 
humans, 

‘Arsenio Abellera, 60, a fisher 
‘man from Binloc village in Dagupan 
City, confirmed that the supoks were 
traditional visitors of the Lingayen 
Gulf but were butchered and eaten 
by local folk. 

But a fisherman from nearby San 
Fabian town said they treated the 
visitors with compassion, 

Ricardo Rosal, 52, said they 
sent back the lost creatures to the 
sea and helped them free from their 
fishing nets, 

Lessons from sea 

‘Though friendly to humans, 
whale sharks are solitary creatures, 
preferring to graze alone rather than 
by group. 

‘They do not mind people who 
get a high just by touching them, 
though, as if unaware that some of 
the supposedly “more humane” ones 
could be so heartless as to kill them. 

Fortunately, for the five visitors, 
the Lingayen Gulf does not only offer 
food but also affection from residents 
and protection from authorities. 

"This could explain why this year 
they “overstayed” unlike in the pust 
when they would just pass by. 
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ACROSS THE NATION 


Baguio’s Close call on deadly F Habeas Hishway 


angel sm "n E 
8 pie MAG office and Ruby Baiiez of the UN 


of mercy’ fe Yeuweer Program- would have 
INDS and heavy rains were raging mad and we the survivors. 
were praying hard. Amid Typhoon “Feria’s” LU the driver, Polat, who was 
G REGARIOUS fury, we were helpless and powerless. This was 


š backseat, and I, who was in the mid- 
barangay chair especially so because we were caught flatfooted along the (Gack ts Decks ora ave Del 
Josephine Albon, treacherous Halsema Highway, which has been known for AB the fatalities because we did not jump. 

illed on Wednesday by a its typhoon-related tales of horror and death. But we all survived, except for 
landslideattheheightofTy- `. x Š eres minor bruises in the head and arm of 
Dhoon “Feria,” could have — “Oh my God,” all of us kept on barked. “Pity the starving chi Bañez that she suffered when she 
pass J muttering almost in chorus as we shivering in the cold (referring to chil- 


J stumbled after jumping for her life. 
Survived, had the children trekked the highway because falling dren and babies who were stranded ‘The sight of blood oozing from 
she helped rescue remem- rocks could hit our heads or land- with their parents)” 


Bañez’s head worried us at first be- 
‘dered she was still behind slides could bury us alive. Ball of fire une wa dik kapa the extent of 


them. ‘The 250-kilometer highway, also jt was almost 10 am. Thursday @ the wound. And the nearest hospital 
f known as the Baguio-Bontoc Road, u in La Trinidad town was still 20 km 
pi À pon barangay chair of Pinsao Jinks Baguio City to Benguet and When the operator of the pote away and that we could not get to it 
ilot Project in Baguio City. is be. M Province Poa saa sa N because of five major landslides, 
ing heralded as "sn engel of mercy T hitched a ride with a team of !hree big 4 , which were cleared only the next day. 
when she ded in the middle of sistem the lnomatimni Labor 42 BE enough to bury te buss 2 ? Wei iene eet ae 

alee ide the Organization (ILO), United Nations Together with men een à i: Y Benguet General Hospital in La Trini- 
aoe Sore bari family. when Volunteer Program (UNVP) and the Pa her we crave! Our way oe Ls ay of dad only the next day after another 
eode t aed Doma National Economicand Development 21, where we had to spend the nig 3 d E night on the road at Km 21 in Tublay. 


Authority (Neda) whe The doctor assured us that her inj 
tèrs from a nearby mountain. The pose e Here High. T was on this second leg of our tor assured us that her injury 


A d k s p" was minor and needed only some 
erosion was traced to a collapsed = way atthe height ofthe then tek When we had a close brush with Pos x hot-and-cold compress therapy. 
Janie tank Servicing a house she Thetearawentto Balan, Benguet, death. Some men supervising the Ç. i But together with the other hun- 

1ad just visited. Jul) ‘ity Opening of the road requested us to vi dr f ‘stats 
T Lawrence Adube, chief of On uy © ° inspect a community DT Manila's vehicie—a four- s S reds of motorists trapped, we were 


à j L e f al grateful to the heavens for we had 
Baguio barangay affairs said Albon “Awakened by heavy downpourin wheel drive Land Cruiser—in giving - $ survived 56 hours of trembling along 


fiad been busy alerting people to the moming of July 4, the team cut light to a bigger payloader, which was aka the deadly Halsema Highway, which, 
léave houses that were imperiled short its schedule and decided tore- Working without lights in Guerilla 3 we leamed later. also had its share of 
by landslides as Feria unleashed ur to Baguio City, leaving Bakun Saddle village in the border of Atok buried fatalities during Feria's rage. 
IUE Waste oa Wolumday. at 9 a.m. and Tublaytowns. We readily agreed. Used to the efficient transporta- 
But witnesses said Albon could We reckoned that ifthe eye of the — But we were shocked when the "tion system in Geneva, Polat won- 
Jive survived had rescue workers typhoon hit Northem Luzon y night payloader we were following on an ders how local folk survive and cope 
‘and firemen managed to locate fall, we could reach Baguio by mid- uphill road overheated and caught with danger each time a deadly dis- 
ber. aftemoon and we could warm our- fire. For us in the vehicle, our fear ter sm ous - aster, such as Feria, strikes. —. 
‘They said Albon was helping the — selves with hot [omi (noodles). ‘was that the payloader might back- > He also finds it "incredible" that a 
ifampican children get out of the ~ But Feria's fury for several times track and hit our vehicle, and wc ke > highway, most of which is actually 
house when the slide occurred. blocked our path. The warm food would all bum. Or it would push our ZB dirt road, is so ill-maintained when it 
"Killed with her were Ludovina and warm blankets we contemplated vehicle down the cliff. A RESIDENT ponts to the spot where barangay captain Josephine Albon is a major road network to the heart 
Tampican and her eldest child about med outtobetwonights and Such fears could have happened was killed atthe height of Typhoon "Feria's" strong rains andwindlast week. of the Cordillera 
Jellyn. They were among 31 peo- most three days away. because for a few seconds, the Smarlandsldescatedtnereacheroustialsama ighwaywrershundeds Polls questions ae the same ones 
le killed in Baguio due to Feria's — We were clated that a lone payloader was moving back toward Of commuters were stranded last week. evesramu local folk, most of them vegetable 
onslaught, payloader, operated by adaring Igorot us. Miraculously, it came to a halt farmers, are asking from officials and 
ly sister was able to push driver, wasahead of us,clearing land- because the operator wasalert that he our two women companions—one er's and Polat’s advice for us not to political leaders, whose names are 
The two children out of the win- slides and rocks that blocked our way. set the machine's hand brakes before seated beside the driver and the other panic. still painted on rocks and walls along 
dow when the landslide occurred. But the landslides: were too many he jumped off. On the backseat near the right door— Had the payloader moved back the road when they were courting for 
When rescue workers showed up, md some were too massive for the ‘The situation was so shocking that decided fast to jump, despite the driv- and hit our vehicle, the two women— votes in the last elections. 
they asked the surviving small payloader to clear before it got — — 3 
.(Tampican) children if there were dark. 
others inside the house. But the "'Wemumgedióichourwayo ÀZZ 
traumatized and visibly shocked yard the vilage of Topsac in Ak — 77^ CEBU PACIFIC 
children might have said, ‘No,’ — town, 38 kilometers north of Baguio Y - 
so they did not rush to dig through  or44 km from Ampusongan, Bakun, KS 
the debris,” Lorma Albon, where we came from. It was already wALUE 
losephine's younger sister, said getting dark, and the payloader's op- 


in Filipino. erator had to retire because it was 
Lom said she was distraught impossible for him to continue work- 

by that piece of information. ing—his machine did not have lights 
‘The tale of Albon's heroism was and had run out of fuel. 

pieced together from text messages We had no choice but to spend 

she managed to send out before the the night on the road. Having skipped 


fateful moment, when mudslides lunch, we felt the pangs of hunger 
submerged the house of the and thirst by night. 
Tampican family. Saving our day were five bottles ow a res i n e a i r 

Her first messages described her of mineral water (one for each of us) 
responding to a warning that the and some soda crackers, which 
Tampican house was in danger. Her Antonio Triumfo, ILO-Manila's serv- 
last message, sent out at before | ice driver, had brought with him all 
p.m. indicated that she needed im- the way from Manila, courtesy of his 
mediate “back-up.” wife who packed his things. 

Members of Albon’s own Huseyin Polat, an official of the 
barangay rescue team got her mes- ILO-Geneva office, also brought out 
sage and proceeded immediately some Swiss chocolates. 
fo the house. But they were too Our next problem was how to get 
late. some sleep. 

Loma said Albon always lis- But we were sleepless in Topdac. 
tened to her parents. She said one — The howling wind and the pounding 
of the Albon family's golden rules rain generated fears of falling rocks 
was very succinct: Always lend a and an avalanche of soil burying us 
hand. | alive. Luckily, we survived the night. 

*Cresencia Tuazon, one of By early moming, stranded mo- 
Allbon's buddies, said her last con- torists were queuing up for some- 
Yersation with her friend was on thing to drink or eat at a lone sari- 
Monday, but she found her listless sari (variety) store in the village. 
and agitated. ` “Ay apo, nabayag ay adi-ak 

"She did not even stop long  nakaiilas plato (Oh dear me, I've 
enough to talk to me,” Tuazon re- not seen a plate for a long time),” 
called. said a farmer from Buguias town, 

A former varsity tennis player at referring to the three meals he missed 
the University of Baguio, Albon while stranded on the road. 
was described as a very “naughty” And the same man bewailed the 
person, whose sense of humor was provincial and local govemment's JZAM A 
her most lasting trait. disaster preparedness program. “Last DANGA un 

Benguet Vice Gov. Edna Monday (almost two days before the AME Kant ty une 
‘Tabanda, a friend, said Albon often typhoon came), they (officals) were 
‘worked for other people without parading, campaigning for disaster- 
seeking compensation. Albon, who preparedness, but-now this lone 
hailed from Benguet, left behind a — payloader had no crude oil and no 
brother and two sisters. EV lights," he said in Kankana-ey. 
Espiritu, with a report from Vin- “What disaster-preparedness are 
gent Cabreca they (officials) talking about?” he 


Gentle giants . . « «o 


^ But the residents’ friendliness was might harm them," Rosario said. 

not there when they approached the — But as the days go by and the 

Lingayen beach in May. During the isitors do- not succumb to 

first days al the gulf, the Philippine blasting, coastal residents have 

‘National Police's maritime police ar- learned to live harmoniously 

rested several fishermen who were the sea giants. 

throwing dynamite ticksatthesupoks. “There have been no reports of 

+. “Atleast 13 dynamite sticks were illegal fishermen trying to catch, or 

thrown at them,” the villagers re- kill, the whale sharks now,” Rosario 

Ported tothe Lingayen Gulf Coastal sai 

‘Area Management Commission. In fact, fishermen move away 
But residents, local officials and — from where the sea creatures are to 

members of the media have closed avoid hurting them with their fish- 

ranks to protect the genile sea gi- ing nets. F Ter enna o iM ii hic Med SF CEBU PACIFIC 

ants, Shed owners in Lingayen even - “It's against the law,” Alejandro rm emen Erin Montem rum UI pe 

tried to beat up the blast fishers who Molina, 44, a fisherman from San erue beg seco nena II 

were arrested by the police. Fabian, said of catching the whale 3 Fores rove okay. From June 13-ctaber 12, 2001. 


‘The whale sharks are instrumèn- sharks. Earlier, he said he was gath- 4. las Sting Date: Ostaber 10, 2001. Many Happy Returns 
tal in teaching-a valuable lesson lo ering seaweed about 100 meters from 5. Ci senior cuen an scent counts wat not apply on these fares. ^ 
Pangasinenses—the riced to protect a supok in the waters off Bolasi vil- 8 Lunes eats wi be fered on tese ose fre. E ©) call 636-4938 
the endangered species. lage, a tourism area. 7. Al fares are sect to goverment approval. ® C GAN 636-4938 
“Wherever the supoks are, peo- "We just let them be. They are z ae ies 
ple there would callus up, telling us harmless to us and they make peo- - 
io come because heartless people ple happy,” Molina said. i 
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JUSTICE ANACLETO BADOY: "The waming mustring 


loud, clear and unmistakable to one and all . 


b JUSTICE SERAFIN CUEVAS in this file photo taken in 1999 with then President Estrada. 


EDWIN BACASMAS 


VALHANDUMON 


A PENSIVE Edward Serapio listens intently to the 
arraignment proceedings at the Sandiganbayan. 


‘A new day has dawned,’ says Badoy 


(From page A1) 


The clarification came after the clerk 
of court read the charges against 
“former President Joseph Ejercito 

so known as Asiong Salonga 


Based on the information read by 
clerk of court Lily Biton, the elder 
Estrada, together with several others, al- 
legedly connived to enrich themselves 
by P4 billion and received more than 
P500 million from illegal gambling. 

The former President was alleged to 
have taken more than P130 million in 
public funds from the tobacco excise 
tax, influenced the Government Service 
Insurance System and the Social Secu- 
rity System into buying shares from 
Belle Corp. and hid the money under 
the account of Jose Velarde. 

Estrada, who denies any wrongdo- 
ing, is also facing charges of graft, ille- 
gal use of an alias and violation of eth- 
ics 

"No dates have been set for Estrada's 
arraignment on the graft and the viola- 
tion of ethics charges. 

The former President, wearing a 
White barong, entered the courtroom at 
around 2:15 p.m. accompanied by hi 
lawyers, his wife Sen. Luisa "Loi 
Ejercito and son Jinggoy. 

‘They were met by daughter Jackie 
and her husband, Beaver Lopez and 
Estrada son, Jude, 

Estrada was seen smiling when he 
shook hands with Justice Secretary 


Hernando Perez, who showed up at the 
arraignment as part of the prosecution 
panel, 

Looking angry 

Estrada emerged from the courtroom 
looking angry. 

He ushered his wife through a hall- 
way lined with cour sheriffs while wav- 
ing perfunctorily to court employees 
before boarding a dark-colored sports 
utility vehicle that took him back to the 
military hospital whére he is detained. 

"The former President was airlifted 
from the Veterans Memorial Medical 
Center to the Sandiganbayan at around 
2pm, 

‘The arraignusnt came after almost 
two hours of oral arguments on whether 
the court could continue with the ar- 
raignment. 

Defense lawyers had maintained that 
they, had filed a petition for certiorari 
before the Supreme Cour yesterday 
moming and asked the anti-graft court 
to give the high court more time to re- 
solve it 

Former Justice Secretary Serafin 
Cuevas, who made his first appearance 
as a defense lawyer yesterday, old the 
court that Jinggoy Esirada was question- 
ing the validity of the Plunder Law. 

“The defense lawyers noted that they 
still have an unresolved motion asking 
for the produetion of evidence. 

‘Theirefforts to delay or postpone the 
arraignment came to naught. 

Last-ditch attempt 

Earlier in the morning, lawyers led 


WHILE prosecutors in the Estrada 
plunder case hailed his arraignment 
yesterday, two of them—an outspoken 
private lawyer and the No. 2 man in 
the Office of the Ombudsman—are 
having an internal war of their own. 

Distrust has driven a wedge be- 
tween lawyer Leonard de Vera, 
whose group Clear was among the. 
complainants in the plunder charge, 
and Overall Deputy Ombudsman 
Margarito Gervacio, the only 
Estrada-appointee in the public pros- 
ecution team. 

In previous media interviews, 
Gervacio had openly accused De 
Vera of being a "Trojan Horse" in the. 
roster of private prosecutors, while 
the later had labeled Gervacio as the 
Estrada camp's "planted spy” in the 

nel. 
lerview yesterday, De 
Vera said Clear and his other newly 
formed Estrada trial watchdog group 
E-Just were now calling for 
Gervacio's "withdrawal" from the 
prosecution team. 

He clarified, though, that this was 
“not yet” the position ofthe private pros- 
ecutors themselves, but only of Clear 
and Eust 

He said that private lawyers had 
collectively agreed to at least admit 


Lawyers’ group, deputy 
ombudsman at war 


By VOLT CONTRERAS 


1o the press that "all is not well be- 
tween the private and the public pros- 
ecutors. 

"We had complained to Ombuds- 
man Aniano Desierto about him 
(Gervacio) working with us. He 
seems to be screening our commu- 
nications to the Ombudsman,” he 
said. 

De Vera also blamed Gervacio for 
“our delayed receipt of important 
court papers and documents, includ- 
ing pleadings filed by the defense.” 

Worse, he alleged, “we are also 
surprised that the defense panel was 
able to make preemptive actions 
igainst our planned course of ac- 

De Vera declined to elaborate, 

‘The rift between them, he said, 
started last month "when he ac- 
cused me of falsely claiming that 
Tam the official spokesperson of 
the private prosecution. In truth. I 
Was really appointed (as such) in 
writing, 

He said fellow private counsel 
Ricardo Nepomuceno already "cor- 
rected” Gervacio on this, but that the 
latter "repeated" the same charge in 
the media last week. 

After dealing with Gervacio, the 
voluble De Vera had to endure an- 
other attack, this time from the 
Estrada political machinery, the 
Partido ng Masang Pilipsino. 


Labor chief 


(From page A1) 


she was pushing for a PI25 increase in 
the daily minimum wage of workers in 
Metro Manila. 

"The readers’ advocate upheld Sto. 
‘Tomas’ claim that neither she nor the 
DOLE's information office issued such 
a press statement, 

PDI reporter Norman Bordadora, 
‘who filed the report, could not produce 
a copy of the press statement at the be- 
hest of the readers’ advocate. Accord- 
ing to the reporter, his copy of the state- 
‘ment somehow got misplaced, 

In accordance with the finding of the 
readers’ advocate, the INQUIRER is 
apologizing to Sto. Tomas and its read- 
ers for whatever aggravation and anxi- 
ely the report may have caused her and 
other sectors. 

The INQUIRER is taking action to 
avoid a repeat of the mistake and 
Holding accountable he parties respon- 
sible, 

“The truth is [never uttered anything. 
that could be construed as direct sup- 


port for raising the minimum wage by 
P125. I haven't even said anything that 
could be given such interpretation,” Sto. 
"Tomas said in a letter o the INQUIRE 

In a talk with the INQUIRER, how- 
ever, Sto. Tomas admitted there was a 
need to review the minimum wage rates 
in various regions due to “supervening 
events" that have eroded the value of 
workers’ wages. 

No preemptin 
of wage boards 

"This is a good time to review the 
wages because there has been a clamor 
for it and the fact that (prices of) basic 
goods have increased,” she said. 

Sto, Tomas said she did not want to 
prescribe a definite amount of increase 
because she did not want to preempt the 
Regional Tripartite Wages and Produc- 
tivity Boards that are mandated by law 
to fix wages on a regional basis. 

“My position on the wage issue is 
that it ought to be done by the wage 
boards,” she said. "You can't preempt 
this because you have to hear arguments 
from both sides at the regional level 


by Pacifico Agabin and Cleofe Verzola 
filed with the Supreme Court a petition 
for a temporary restraining order to stop 
the arraignment. 

In a 40-page petition, the lawyers 
claimed that the Plunder Law, as 
amended by the Heinous Crime Law or 
Republic Act 7659, was “vague and 
unconstitutional” and violated their 
clien's right to due process." 

“Both statutes suffer from the vice 
of vagueness, thus infringing on the 
guarantee of due process in its substan- 
tive aspect" the petition said. 

"The lawyers added that the law “also 
violates the right of the accused under 
the Constitution to be informed of the 
nature and cause of the charges against 
him.” 

The high court's en bane session 
ended past 2 p.m. but no decision on 
the petition was reached 

Supreme Court spokesperson 
Ishmail Khan said justices held a morn- 
ing session but were unable to tackle 
Estrada”s petition because it was not 
filed on time. 

The refusal of the Supreme Court to 
tackle the petition yesterday paved the 
way for the arraignment proceedings 

Victory 

Ombudsman Aniano Desierto hailed 
the decision of the Sandiganbayan to 
push through with the arraignment as 
an early victory for the people and the 
country's justice system. 

Desierto also pointed out that the 
arraignment, no matter how the defense 


panel describes it, benefited the former 
head of state. 

He said an early arraignment would 
benefit the accused because it would 
ensure a speedy trial. 

‘Can you imagine the uncertainty of 
the accused if their lawyers succeeded 
further delaying the trial?" he said, 

Militant groups also hailed the deci- 
sion of the Sandiganbayan to finally ar- 
raign Estrada for plunder. 

"We accept with all our heart the 
court's decision (to enter a plea) for 
Estrada, We believe that they (justices) 
were simply being just and that they 
were doing their jobs well,” said 
Teodoro Casifio, Bagong Alyansang 
Makabayan secretary general 

He said civil society leaders were 
“generally happy” with the performance 
of Desierto and of the private and pub- 
lic prosecutors 

Also yesterday, the Sandiganbayan 
decided fo postpone the bail hearing for 
Serapio whose lawyer said that their 
hands were tied by a motion that they 
had filed before the high court 

‘A pre-trial hearing was set for Sept. 
3,4, S and 6. 

Media coverage was severely e- 
stricted with cameras, tape recorders and 
mobile telephones banned from the 
courtroom, The glass doors were shut 
but from outside Estrada lawyers could 
be seen making lengthy, animated ad- 
dresses toward the bench, 

Mock trial 
While Estrada was being arraigned 


for a plunder, his supporters held out- 
side the Sandiganbayan a mock trial of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo and other 
People Power II personalities for "po- 
litical plunder.” 

“The poor believe that it should not 
be Erap but Ms Macapagal and her al- 
lies who should be arraigned today for 
conspiracy against the poor,” said 
Amold C. Obina, spokesperson of the 
Peoples’ Watch for Truth and Justice 
(PWT). 

“It should be Ms Macapagal and her 
backers that should be indicted for cre- 
ating havoc in our politics and economy 
1o justify their power grab from a legiti 

presidency installed by the poor 
majority." Obina said. 

Some 400 Estrada supporters 

hed on the Sandiganbayan, waving 


they did not get anywhere 
near the anti-graf court, which was 
‘guarded by nearly 2.000 policemen, 

Around 200 members of anti- 
Estrada Plunder Watch alliance also 
held a vigil at the right front side of the 
coun. They were dispersed earlier after 
they tried to stay right in front of the 
Sandiganbayan. 

‘The police made sure that the pro- 
and anti-Estrada groups did not clash. 

Obina lambasted the People Power 
1 forces for failing to improve the 
country's economy. 

“On the contrary, our economy is 
down and our political front unstable. 
We are experiencing rising unemploy- 


Cuevas takes pity on ex-boss 


(From page A1) 


he was directly responsible for the 
blooper. 

Cuevas eventually left the Estrada 
Cabinet after more disagreements in- 
volving two of the President's friends, 
business tycoon Lucio Tan and fugitive 
from American justice Mark Jimenez, 
now a congressman, 

Cuevas admitted that he really felt 
bad about the Manero incident, He told 
reporters that it was the main reason he 
left the Estrada Cabinet in February 
2000. 

"I was not involved in graft and cor- 
ruption during my stint as Cabinet sec- 
retary and yet, because of the Manero 
issue, ako ang nakursunadahan (1 be- 
came the target). It was a good thing 
Ronnie Zamora later admitted his error, 
Cuevas said 

Cuevas said Zamora played a signi 
cant part in convincing him to accept 
Estrada's plunder case, 

President Estrada reached me 
through mutual friends, especially 
Ronnie Zamora. Erap (Esirada’s nick- 
name) wanted me to defend him and his 
son (former San Juan Mayor) Jinggoy,” 
he said. 

Cuevas disclosed that Estrada had 
even called him up to ask for forgive 
ness for their disagreements. 

“The President said pasensya na 
daw ako at tulungan ko daw siya, OF 
‘course I took pity on him,” Cuev 

Yesterday morning, Cuevas entered 
his formal appearance as defense coun- 


right; Inquirer story wrong 


paniculariy. 

So far only the Easter Visayas wage 
board based in Tacloban City has re 
ceived a petition fora wage increase of 
Pao. 

Sio. Tomas sid Congress may ap- 
prove a wage incense for workers na- 
Honwide but the rate of adjustment 
Should vary from region 10 region. 

“There are differentials insofar the 
cost fiving in the different regions are 

“e snid. 

Favier filed a 
bill proposing a P125 increase inthe 
minimum wage nationwide. 

Opposition 

But businessman Raul Concepcion, 
chair of the Federation of Philippine 
industries, warned that congressional 
approval of a P125 across-the-board 
wage increase woul be daro to the 
economy 

Concepcion said any wage increase 
should be based on how much prices 
had gone up since the last minimun 
wage adjustment in November 2000. 

‘At least 10 business groups in Cebu 


sel of Estrada and Jinggoy. 

Asked whether he was serving as the 
Estradas" principal lawyer in the plun- 
der case, Cuevas could not give a defi- 
nite answer, “It depends on Erap,” he 
responded. Reporters regularly covering 
the Sandiganbayan hearings noted that 
‘Cuevas attended at least two of them in 
the past month as an observer. 

While Cuevas was still pondering 
whether to accept the job, he had already 
begun his homework—doing research 
on the plunder case. 

Cuevas said his studies showed that 
Estrada was not guilty. 

He said he could defend the deposed 
President convincingly if provided with 
an unbiased forum, 

Definitely, we have a chance of 
winning the case. Considering the evi- 
dence of the prosecution, the case can- 
not be considered plunder,” he said. 
Not plunder but indiscretion 

"The case is not plunder but an in- 
discretion. Ir could be a violation of the. 
Anti-Grafi Law or the Revised Penal 
Code. The problem is that prosecutors 
quickly insisted that the charge should 
be plunder,” Cuevas complained. 

Based on his research, plunder is com- 
mitted through a series or combination of 

chemies or processes. "So if there was a 
ability (in Estrada's case), it cannot be 
plunder if it was only one aci,” he said. 

Cuevas, formerly associate justice of 
the Supreme Court, wants io be ad- 
dressed as “Justice” during the plunder 
trial. He said he would prefer that pros- 
ecutors and defense lawyers engage in 


have also written President Macapagal 
Arroyo to expres their concem over a 
aovemment-mandnted wage increase, 

"Any wage increase at this time wil 
lead to the closure of companies, espe- 
cially small- and mediunscae enter 
prises, both in the esport zones and in 
the region,” they said in their eter to 
the President, 

Elbeno Emphasis, presidential liai- 
son officer for Central Visayas, yester. 
day said some companies at the Mactan 
Economic Zone threatened to relocate 
to China if the proposed wage hike 
Would push through 

Leyte and Iloilo businessmen have 
also raised similar concerns. 

“AL this time, most businesses can- 
not afford that (P125 increase) and i 
possible there should 
Cfesse,” said Marissa Segovia, president 
Of the Iloilo Business Club (IBC), the 
Tirst regional alfiliate of the Makati 
Business Club. 

“Our businesses would be heavily 
affected by any increase and we won 
be abie to employ anyone at such an 


A 


oral arguments before the Supreme 
Court to determine the proper charge 
against the former President. 

"This case is a challenge and | want 
10 participate in its epoch eventuality. 
‘The only thing that gets to me is that 
even if we present good arguments be- 
fore the presiding judge, our motions are 
always turned down, 

‘The former justice secretary said he 
could not recall any incident while still 
serving the Cabinet that would point to 
Estrada "s links to “jueteng.” an illegal 
numbers game, as alleged by former 
Tlocos Sur Gov. Luis "Chavit” Singson. 

have seen Singson come with us 
in several trips (to Mindanao) bot that's 
all there is to i, There was no indica- 
tion of any jueteng connection,” he said. 

Cuevas noted that during the im- 
peachment trial, the evidence presented 
did not sufficiently prove that Estrada 
bad connections with gambling lords. 

“That's why we are starting anew 
with this trial. With the help of cross 
examination we can ferret out the truth 
he said. 

Cuevas said he still felt sorry for not 
being able to join Estrada's defense 
team during his impeachment trial 

At least, he feels better by making 
up for it in the plunder case, 

jo fees. 

Ever the gentleman, Cuevas said he 
did not intend to charge Estrada legal 
fees. 

“Nakakahiya kay Erap. ! will not 
charge him anything. Any payment will 
depend on his magnanimity,” he said. 


expensive rate,” said Ramon Cun- 
Locsin, vice president of the Fil-Chinese 
Chamber of Commerce in Panay 

"The Leyte Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry warned that the proposed 
‘wage increase, if approved, would lead 
to the shutdown of many companies in 
Eastern Vi 

xaggerated 

But former Sen. Ernesto Herrera dis- 
missed projections of mass layoffs as 
“grossly exaggerated. 

On ihe average, be said, labor costs 
account for only about 5 percent of the 
{otal cost of production in most indus- 
[^ 

Herrera said any layoffs in the com- 
ing months would be triggered mainly 
by the peso's fall against the dollar, 
which is hurting importintensive firms 
as well as those with large dollar-de- 
nominated debis 

"These firms will retrench workers 
anyway, whether or not there will be a 
wage increase, So they should be fac- 
tored out." Herrera said. 

"The militant Kilusang Mayo Uno 


ment, devaluation of the peso and ris- 
ing prices of fuel and basic commodi- 
ties, while the wages of ordinary people’ 
remain the same,” Obina said, 

“They said Erap was the problem, 
But look at the country's situation, it has 
gotten worse,” Obina said, 

Ater lunch on the sidewalk under 
the scorching noonday sun, the Estrada 
supporters proceeded with the mock 
trial, 

Some wore costumes and impei 

agal, former Presi- 
dents Fidel Ramos and Corazon 
Aquino, and Manila Archbishop 
Jaime Cardinal Sin, 

‘The protesters also vented their ire 
on Chief Justice Hilario Davide and: 
other Supreme Coun justices, Defense 
Secretary Angelo Reyes, Guillermo 
Luz, Bayan Muna and Kompil IL 

Like Estrada. the impersonators re- 
mained silent and did not enter a plea 
when the mock court charged them 
with “conspiracy for political plun- 
der.” 

But the crowd shouted " 
Guilty!” as each charge was read. 

“Down with all of them! Feed them 
o the sharks!” a male protester shouted. 

But despite the fiery rhetoric of their 
organizers, the pro-Estrada crowd re- 
mained peaceful and voluntarily with- 
drew after the arraignment proceedings 
against their idol inside the 
Sandiganbayan ended. With reports 
from Michael Lim Ubac and Andrea 
Trinidad-Echavez 


Estrada 
no longer 
hot issue 


(From page A1) 


juilty! 


sion of Pulse Asia head, Felipe Miranda. 
who presented his latest survey at the 
Cabinet meeting at the Palace yesterda 

Presidential spokesperson Rigoberto 
Tiglao said that Miranda's survey 
showed 48 percent of Filipinos surveyed 
preferred to place the ousted leader un- 
der house arrest: 39 percent wanted him 
jailed. 

"The conclusion of Professor 

randa is that he thinks Estrada is no 

a political issue. 1 i 

recede as a political issue,” Tigla 

‘Adding Malacahang’s view, he said: 
“The assessment of our security people 
is it started lo recede as a political is- 
sue, Filipinos are starting to feel that it's 
basically a law procedure, it's not a po“ 
litical process nor test but a question of, 
implementing the laws of the land. 

"Tiglao made the announcement on 
the day Estrada was arraigned for plun- 
der at the Sandiganbayan. (Story on 
Page AL) 

"Tiglao said the police reported that 
there was a crowd of 500 outside the 

indiganbayan—300 pro-Estrada and 
200 anti-Estrada. 

"iglao said there is no more desta- 
bitization plots “at this time." 


reiterated its call for the abolition of the 
wage boards, saying these no longer 
served the workers’ interests. 

"They (wage boards) are domi- 
nated by big business groups allergic 
lo wage increases. Their main func: 
tion is to ensure that workers" wages 
remain nailed to the floor and all wage 
increases will be so small that they'll 
barely make a dent on capitalists’ 
profits,” KMU spokesperson Sammy 
Malunes. 

He said the KMU would not submit 
any petition to the wage boards 

The fisherfolk group Pamalakaya 
said the battle for wage increases had 
shifted to Congress. 

"The failure of regional wage boards 
to address the demand will send the 
workers buck to the streets and press 
Congress to act on their just call for 
higher wages," it said. Reports from 
Gerald G. Lacuarta and Andrea 
Trinidad-Echavez in Manila; and 
Irene R. Sino-Cruz, Jhunnex 
Napallacan and Nestor P. Burgos Jr., 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


Biag, Emperado outwit rivals 


‘TOP seed Ivan Gil Biag of Cavite and second seed Emmanuel Emperado of St. James 
College of Parañaque shared the lead in the second round of the Little Chess League 

ing tournament held over the weekend at the 2/F Center Mall, Greenhills Shop- 
ping Center. The 12-year-old candidate master Biag forced MJ Turqueza to resign in 
39 moves of a French defense while 14-year-old Emperado prevailed over Abigail 
Rivas in 46 moves of a Queen's Pawn game. Games resume on Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 


ALS Moor. Eder l EDWIN M. VILANUEVA, Assistant Editor 


SPORTSONTV Conpiten ov Loñenzo Manowar 


GOLF: LPGA Jamie Farr 
Kroger Classic, Second 
Round at 7 am (on ESPN 
PGA Advil Western 
Open, Third Round 
‘am. G) on Star Sport 


ABC Champions Cup, Pre- 
liminary Round st 1 pan. and 
2:30 pm on Star Sports Fi 


Tour De France Highlights 


BASKETBALL: 2001 Stage #3 al 1:30 p.m. (r ~ 
7:30 pm.) on ESPN 
BOXING: Behind the 
hts - Madison Square 
Garden Fights Part Ñ at 
10:30 p.m. on ESPN 


CYCLING: 2001 


CASAS PLAYING 


CAP-Legends Classic on tomorrow 


PHILIPPINE Open champion 
Cassius Casas will tee off as the 
hands-down favorite when the new 
local professional tour resumes to- 
morrow with the College Assurance 
Plan-Legends Classic at the 
Southwoods Legends. 

Richer by more than P1.5 million. 
following his Open victory two 
weeks ago at Wack Wack, the 34- 
year-old Casas faces local challeng- 
ers led by Danny Zarate, second- 
placer in the P9.5-million NGAP- 
organized Open, in the P700,000 
Southwoods event. 

‘The tour's main sponsor, the College Assurance 
Plan, will again bankroll the fifth stop after previous 


CASAS 


legs at Southwoods Masters, Camp John. 
Hay, Sherwood Hills and Forest Hills. 

"We know for a fact that our pros 
are in the peak of their games follow- 
ing their Philippine Open campaign. 
So we can expect a lot of action and 
drama unfolding on the fairways and 
greens each round,” said lawyer 
Enrique Sobrepefia, president and 
CEO of CAP. 

The CAP support includes prize 
packages for the seniors, the super se- 
niors, the pro-am and the amateurs. 

A total of P500.000 will be dis- 
puted in the regular division, P60,000 for the se- 
niors (50 years and above), P20,000 for the super 
seniors and P25,000 in the pro-am. 


The Legends will undertake a re-greening using the 
TifEagle grass after this week's tournament. 

“In a way. it's also a fitting tribute to the course 
that contributed a lot to the growth of Fil-Estate as a 
force in the property sector,” said Bob Sobrepefia, 
chair of both the Manila Southwoods and the Philip- 
pine Tour. 

‘The Legends is the first signature course of Jack 

icklaus in the country. It hosted the John Daly-Tom 
Kite duel in 1992, two Philippine Opens (1993-96) 
and the World Amateurs in 1996. 

Others out to challenge Casas are deposed Open 
champion Gerald Rosales and leg winners Rey 
Pagunsan (MRT-Southwoods Open), Antonio 
Lascuiia (Ericsson-Smart Classic at Sherwood Hills), 
Richard Sinfuego (John Hay Open) and Danny 
Zarate (CAP-Forest Hills Classic). 


Purefoods, SMB seek Final 4 


PBA STANDINGS 


sve 
Purefoods 
Red Bull 
Alaska 
Sta. Lucia 
Ginebra 
Mobline. 
Pop Cola 
Tanduay 
Shel 


GAMES TODAY 
(Philsports) 

5:15 p.m. ~ Purefoods 
vs Tanduay 
7:30 p.m. — San Miguel 
vs Ginebra. 


By MARC 
ANTHONY REYES 


ounsenannne 


A STINT in the elite Final Four cast is what San Miguel 
Beer and Purefoods seek today when they square off 
with Barangay Ginebra and Tanduay Gold, respec- 


Gems’ luck staked vs Patriots 


Games Today (Cebu City Coliseum) 
3:00 p.m.—Socsargen vs Davao 
5:30 p.m.—Nueva Ecija vs Cebu 


Sunda 


the Gems are favored over the 
skidding Patriots. 
Matthew Mitchell wi 


tively, in the PBA Commissioner's Cup at Philsports. 

Tied for the lead with idle Batang Red Bull, victo- 
ries by the Beermen and the Hotdogs would give them 
the twice-to-beat slots in the quarterfinals outright. 

Purefoods, its existence uncertain at the moment, 
has strung up five victories thus far going to its 5:15 
encounter with Tanduay. 

San Miguel goes up against sister Ginebra at 7:30 
p.m. 

"This is a testament to the team's maturity and 
ability to rise up to the challenge,” said Purefoods 
coach Eric Altamirano. "Although our future remains 
‘uncertain, we won't just roll over and die. That's what 
you call professionalism.” 

The PBA board has yet to decide on the fate of 


Pangilinan 
breaks 
silence 


again be on 


the forefront of the Gems’ bid to catch 


By Roy LUARCA 


‘THE CEBUANA Lhuillier Gems’ in- 
vincibility at home will again be tested 
when they tangle with the Nueva Ecija 
Patriots at 5:30 p.m. today. 

Inspired by the spirited crowd, the 
Gems have won all of their five games 
at the Cebu City Coliseum and, with a 
6-3 card, will be gunning for a share of 
the lead in the Metropolitan Basketball 
Association First Phase. 

Fresh from a 116-104 vengeful con- 
quest of the FedEx Laguna Lakers last 


Solis. 


up with the Negros Slashers and the. 
Andok's San Juan Knights. 

Showing versatility, Mitchell fin- 
ished with 30 points, 14 rebounds, 8 
assists, 5 blocks and 4 steals for the 
Gems, who are unbeaten in their first 
five games at home. Additional 
power would come from Peter Naron, 
Homer Se, Stephen Padilla and Ai 


‘The 6-foot-6 Mitchell and the 6-5 Se 
are again expected to dominate the 
shaded lane against the Patriots, whose 
top rebounder is 6-4 Dave Bautista. 


MANNY V. Pangilinan, 
the PLDT boss who 
owns Mobiline in the 
PBA, broke his silence 
yesterday in the ongoing 
leadership rift in the Bas- 
kebal Association ofthe 
Philippines. 

Pangilinan had been 
earlier named as the best 
person to mediate between 
warring factions of Lito 
Puyat and Tiny Literal. 

jut for a compro- 
se to materialize, the 


(Puyat and Literal) pa 


ties must be prepared to 


make sacrifices. If the 


Purefoods, which has been recently acquired as San 
Miguel Corporation s third team in the PBA. 

“The league has no existing rules on the number of 
franchises a member-corporation is allowed to own. 

Ironically, after losing to “sister teams" San Miguel 
and Ginebra, the Hotdogs went on a rampage that be- 
gan almost a month ago with a 65-54 win over Sta. 
Lucia. 


Jalasco’s gambit 


FREDDIE Jalasco, the country’s chief of mission 
to the Kuala Lumpur Southeast Asian Games, yes- 
terday said he would form a temporary basketball 
lineup to beat the July 15 deadline. Jalasco said 
the lineup could still be altered two days before 
the Sept. 8 tournament proper or during the time 
when the member-countries hold the managers" 
meeting. Olympic president Celso Dayrit agreed 
with Jalasco's idea. But Dayrit said he preferred 
an early solution to the conflict between BAP 
“presidents” Lito Puyat and Tiny Literal before a 
team could be finally formed. June Navarro 


A WINNER, FINALLY REUTERS 
Crotia's Goran Ivanisevic celebrates after beating Pat Rafter of 
Australia to win the men's final of the Wimbledon yesterday in 
London. Ivanisevic, the losing finalist in 1992, 1994 and 1998, 
beat Ralter, 6-3, 3-6, 6-3, 2-6, 9-7. 


UNGE 


JULY 18, 19 & 20. 2001 


INSPECTION : JULY 15-17 


‘Eagles Night’ at The Fort 


ALUMNI, parents and friends of the Ateneo de Manila University will launch the 
“Booster Club” today at 6:30 p.m. at the NBC Tent, The Fort, in an evening called 
the "Eagles Night." The Booster Club is designed to support the sports program of 
Ateneo—basketball, football, volleyball, track and field, baseball, softball, chess, 
fencing, judo, taekwondo, swimming, badminton, table tennis, lawn tennis and 
cheerleading. Mr. Manuel V. Pangilinan, PLDT CEO/president, is the Booster 
Clob's chair. Call 426-6081-82, 426-6001 loc. 4190 and 4191 for more detail. 

Dinner will be served at 7 to be followed by a program featuring the Ateneo 
Athletes. The Ateneo HS '77 Brass Band and the Spirit of Sixty-Seven will provide 
the evening's entertainment, 


BEST Center registration 


REGISTRATION is still going on for the Milo BEST Center's Saturday-and Sun- 
day-only classes at Ateneo College covered courts and St. Benedict College, re- 
spectively. Level 1, 2 3 and 4 sessions at Ateneo are scheduled from July 7 to Aug. 
25 from Š to 11 a.m. Level 1,2 and 3 clinics at St. Benedict are slated from July 8 
to Aug. 26 from 1 to 4 p.m. interested boys and girls may call The BEST Center, 
tel. nos. 411-6260 and 372-3065/66 for more details. 


2 titles each for Diez, Adaza 


CAGAYAN de Oro City—Ed Angelo Diez of Davao whipped Alexis Lapaz, 6- 
60, to bag the boys" 16-under division then tripped Duma Boloto, 6-4, 6-1. to 
pocket the boys’ 14-under bracket in the Adidas Tennis Challenge here. Patricia 
‘Adaza of Mati, Davao Oriental, also became a double winner by beating Jasper 
Cabisog, 6-4, 6-3, in the girls 16-under and Irene Serito, 6-4, 6-3, in the girls 14- 
under in the netfest organized by CTW and supported by Milo and Sports Kids. 
On hand to award the Adidas trophies was club vice president Sammy Cheng. 


parties are not willing to 
make sacrifices, we 
might as well forget the 
whole exercise.” 

The BAP was sus- 
pended recently by the 
World Basketball Federa- 
tion (Fiba) for failing to re- 
solve the leadership tuss 
between BAP "presidents" 
Puyat and Literal. 

In uying to resolve the 
dispute, Pangilinan has 
suggested that both sides 
agree to form a team for 
the SEA Games in Kuala 
Lumpur, and to craft a 
mutually acceptable stat- 
ute that would lead to the 
election of BAP officials 
with an unquestionable 
mandate. 

Puyat had agreed to 
both, but Literal said he 
wanted first to know the 
members of the steering 
committee headed by 
Pangilinan before making 
decision. 
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GD 305 Grader A Inu Dump Truck 


AUCTION 22% 
Bon voyage Bata Reyes & Co. 


THE STAR-STUDDED 2001 World Pro Pool 
Championship in Cardiff, Wales, on July 14-22 has 
Jong been circled on their calendar since Efren “Bata” 
Reyes won the prestigious title in 1999, J 
And their long trip begins today when members 
ofthe popular Philippine-Puyat Sports team, headed 
by Reyes himself, leave for London en route to the 
Cardiff International Arena, site of the keenly 
awaited tournament which features the world’s lead- 
ing 9-bal billiards artists. 
“The players are ready to do battle,” said 
chummy team manager Rollie Vicente. “We've 


1993 Japan Open in Tokyo. 


{rained too hard and traveled too far to let up now. 
We've got todo good job in Cardiff because that's 
what we're coming there for.” 

In this year's World Pool Championship, 44 
countries will be sending a total of 128 cue artists, 
including eight Filipinos, to the competition cov- 
ered live on television by ESPN. With Reyes in the 
Philippine team are Francisco "Django" Bustamante, 
Rodolfo "Boy Samson" Luat, Leonardo “Dodong” 
Andam, Ramil "Bebeng" Gallego, Warren Kiamco, 
Antonio "Nickoy" Lining and Canada-based Alex 
Pagulayan who is registered as a Canadian entry. 

Among the Filipino hopefuls, Gallego faces the 
most daunting task because he is bracketed in Group 
1—considered as the tournament's toughest—with 
defending champion Fong Pang-chao of Taiwan. But 
Gallego, a native of Bacolod City, is unfazed: He 
banking on his vast experience and past achieve- 
‘ments, notably inthe Asian billiards scene. In 1997, 
Gallego won the Asian Championship in Taiwan. 
Much earlier, he topped the 1992 and 1994 All- 
Japan Championships in Osaka and captured the 


Of course, Reyes, Bustamante, Luat, Andam 
and Lining need no further introduction. 

“They are the best at present," said Aristeo 
"Puch" Puyat, young brother of Jose “Popit” Puyat, 
the other haf of billiards longtime benefactors. "Let's 
all wish them luck and pray for their success.” 

‘The most dominant player in recent billiards 
history, Reyes should be (he isn’t listed yet as this 
was being written) in the roster of Filipino athletes 
that will compete in the Southeast Asian Games in. 
Kuala Lumpur this September. Reyes (and Andam 
for that matter) richly deserved a place in the RP 
delegation having won several gold medals in previ- 
‘ous SEA Games. Reyes won the gold medal in 1999 
in Brunei and 1987 in Jakarta while Andam clinched 
four golds in 1991 in Manila. 

By carrying the colors in Kuala Lumpur, Reyes 
will be skipping the US Open which is also billed 
in September, in the process missing the golden 
chance to win a fortune. But his main goal isto win 
the SEA Games gold and not to win that pot of 
gold in America. 
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Cinema Club 


presents 


Join Now And You Could Get Two Exclusive Premiere Tickets -- Free. 


Get reel with Smart's most exciting group yet: The Smart Cinema Club. Sign up from July 8 to 17, 2001 and you could be among the 300 registrants to watch the Jurassic Park ll premiere on July 22, 2001, What's more, Smart Cinema Club 
members wil be able to enjoy exclusive logos, graphics, and games as well as other chances to watch future showings of the hottest upcoming movies. So join now, and experience the lights, camera, action of this amazing club today. 
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PAYATAS PRAYERS 
Relatives—mostly children—of more than 200 
people who died in the July 10, 2000 landslide 
in the Payatas dump in Quezon City— 
yesterday lighted candles and prayed at a 
memorial near the site of the tragedy. In an 
Associated Press story, a 69-year-old woman 
who survived but who lost a sister in the collapse 
described the slide: "It was a boom and a grrr 
and a smash. It hurt my ears. | always cry and 
cry now." (Story on page A4) 


Equitable-PCI 
Bank robbed 


By CHRISTIAN V. ESGUERRA 


TWO MINUTES was all it took yesterday noon 
for seven heavily armed men to rob an Equitable- 
PCI Bank branch on Aurora Boulevard near Balete 
Drive in Quezon City. 

In Caloocan City also at noon yesterday, four 
armed men robbed businesswoman Connie Co, 
who was about to deposit an undetermined 
amount of money at a Metrobank branch on Edsa. 

‘The Equitable-PCI Bank robbers are members 
of the “Waray-Waray” gang, said Supt. Raul 
Medina, chief of the Central Police District Crimi- 
nal Investigation Division. 

Investigators said two of the suspects 
sneaked into the bank as the branch supervisor 
‘was about to enter the building. 

Police said two other suspects followed and 
took the .38 revolver of security guard Joel Refu- 
gia. The other guard was taking his lunch up- 
stairs, police said. 

The rest of the suspects served as lookouts 
and waited in a dark blue Mitsubishi Adventure 
van (WGK-960). The suspects escaped toward 
Sta, Mesa in Manila on board the van, police said. 

No shots were fired during the robbery, police 
said. The robbers were also not able to get into 
the bank's vault 

In Caloocan City, four armed men who were 
on board two motorcycles blocked Co's red 
Toyota Corolla (TLN-687) on B. Serrano Street 
near Edsa, police said. 

The suspects then smashed a window of the 
car, took Co's bag containing the cash at gun- 
point and sped off, police said. 

Co told police she was supposed to deposit 
the money in a nearby branch of Metrobank 
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By ANDREA TRINIDAD-ECHAVEZ 


PROTESTS against the Reserved Officers Training Corps g 
continued to mount as youth groups on Monday started to 
collect 1 million signatures as part of the campaign to abolish 
the military training program. 

In a press conference in Quezon City, convenors of Abolish! (Network 
for the Abolition of ROTC) vowed to fight the program “head-on, chins up, 
stomachs in and chests out” until it has been scrapped. 

‘The youth organizations include Anakbayan, League of Filipino Stu- 
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ANTI-FUNGAL ADVISORY 


Fungi thrive in dark and molst 
places, Keeping your feet dry 
and changing socks more 
often prevent athlete's foot. 
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Ma. Theresa Carlaso, Director of Technology for BayanTrade.com 
“At BayanTrade.com, we have to continuously 
provide technology that makes sense, which 
means that it is relative to time.” 


“With Compaq and Microsoft, we 
have a company and a technology 
provider whose availability Is also 
moving relative to business tim. 


“Thus, we would always have 


like us would need.” 


Interested In a Compaq - Microsoft solution? Please call 848-1881 + 886-5658 
or visit www.compag.com.ph + www.microsoft.com/philippines. 


products that cover the technical 
Infrastructure that a marketplace 


BayanTrade.com has every reason to be confident 
about getting their transactions up and moving 
quickly. On their first year of operation, th 
completed transactions stand at 5,000 purchase 
orders, served from the order down to delivery. 
As the premier B2B e-marketplace in the country, 
BayanTrade.com knows that this Is no joke. 


And that's where Compaq and Microsoft come in. Both mean 
serious business when It comes to providing e-commerce 
solutions. The powerful combination of Compaq ProLiant 
density-optimized servers and Microsoft server products such 
‘as Windows, SQL and Exchange 2000 Server for Its operating 
system, datebase and messaging and collaboration 
requirements make it easy for BayariTrade.com to meet their 
customers’ demands. Putting these two together enables it to 
simplify its IT tasks and position the customer's purchasing 
power at a higher level, resulting In the speedy process of 
delivering realtime transactions. 


compaa\\ meesot 
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ra = METR O E 
Land swap considered for Mehan Gar 


BY JEROME ANING of the Department of Tourism. sentatives of the city government, the lessons of history and the gifts its historical and cultural signifi- CCM and a parking facility at 
AND CYNTHIA BALANA Earlier, Environment Secretary the NCCA, the National Historical of our culture and heritage," Alvarez cance as the first botanical and zoo- ^ Mehan Garden. He stressed that "a 
Heherson Alvarez formed a search Institute, the National Museum and said. logical garden of Manila, established historic site by itself serves as a 
AN ALTERNATIVE to Mehan Gar- team after City Hall and groups op- private conservationist and envi Las week, Alvarez issued a cease in 1858. powerful non-formal educational in- 
den as the site of the new campus of posing the Mehan Garden construc- ronmentalist groups. and desist order on the PI8l-million City Hall said building a school _ stitution. 
the City College of Manila (CCM) tion agreed to look for an alterna- Under the deal, the Ateneo site MCC construction at Mehan Garden. on Mchan Garden would create hu- He also called on Congress to 
may have been found. tive site. ‘would be converted into anew cam- “The order cited violations of provi- man activity that will enhance and come up with a comprehensive na- 
But conservationist and environ- Lawyer Trixie Angeles of the Na- pus for the CCM, and the DOT sions of the environmental compli- preserve its significance. They said tional legislation listing sites to be 
mentalist groups seeking to save tional Commission on Culture and would develop Mehan Garden as a ance certificate (ECC) issued earlier. the old CCM campus, the former protected, identifying protective 
Mehan Garden would have to con- the Arts yesterday said the search historical site for tourism. particularly the cutting and pruning Philippine National Bank on Escolta measures and guidelines, providing 
vince tourism officials to agree to teamisexpected tomeetanytime this “City officials and concerned Of trees at the Mehan Garden. in Sta. Cruz, is deteriorating. incentives for the protection of hi 
swap for Mehan the campus of the week with officials of the tourism de- sectors need not clash on this issue Groups opposed to the construc- Alvarez also expressed "one- , torical sites and cultural land- 
old Ateneo de Manila in Intramuros, partment to discuss the land-swap because they all share the common “tion of the city college want the ness" with the non-government or- ` scapes, as well as outlining a na- 
which is under the auspices of the possibility. goal of wanting the best for the —24,600-square-meter Mehan Garden ganizations that had vehemently tional management system for the 
Intramuros Administration, an agency The team is composed of repre- Manileños by imparting knowledge, to remain a public park to preserve opposed the construction of the protected areas. 


14-year-old Vietnamese : 
Wey les fn Tondo bal D cr 5 


: : shake hands, with Norberto Manero, withthe raging leadership batt inboth a basketball team to the SEA 
By JEROME ANING Lanes d spar Ë ted how come she couldn't give protest- houses of Congress, wrestle with the Games considering the very lim- 
ROI E SEE ael penis ee pe athletes a few seconds of SS ne END: € et wale v to pr ipsis 
‘apprehended for illegal fishing According to Coast Guard per- "The caller, my favorite pundit Sayyaf leader, Commander Global said embarrassment than feld a rage 
died after he reportedly fell off the sonnel interviewed by police, the | wasted no time. He promptly zeroed lo be the think-tank of the rebel group. tag team. “Mabuti pa huwag na 
Philippine Coast Guard building at boy either fell off accidentally or | in on President Gloria Macapagal- u i dad Her schedule was terribly tight. lang magpadala ng team, kesa 
the Parola Compound in Binondo, committed suicide. But SPOI | Arroyo who on Monday refused to Trinida: Meanwhile, the frustrated athletes matalo tayo at lalo pa tayong 
Manila Monday afternoon. Gondranios said the boy could have | dialogue with national ahletes anda] —— group retreated, again to lick its mapahiya,” he told reporters. 

But police investigators have yet been murdered. few self-styled leaders who marched ‘wounds. ‘Well. Í have always had a high 
to rule out foul play in the death of Police learned that Pham was | to Malacañang. i , In desperation, there came sugges- regard for Ateneans. But, in this 
P a ne Gae ao among nine Vietamese caught fiche | — The group wanted to ventilate its marchers wanted to contest tions thats next time out, they should — case, Literal betrayed a shallow 
ae RT POTENS. ine E Philippine water mar | gsevancesandalthe same ime sek "Unfortunatly. the President was not bother lo be accompanied by apriest mind in overlooking the basie fact 
n ae Ce eee Changes in the national sports leader- obviously notin the mood to verify but instead invite somebody as big and thatthe submission of entres and 
PEE EA OE Sn | for herself the charges and the ns bombastic as Manerotoicad themto (he completion of lineups are not 

SPOT Willia Condranios said in- mined at the PCG office for illegal Main target was Philippine Sports counter-charges. Malacafang. ‘one and the same thing. 

SPO! Wiliam Gondranios saidin. tained atthe PCG office for illegal | Commissioner chair Carlos Tuason, ‘She instead sent out an assistant That way it was hinted, they would "^ Considering the quality of bas- 
vestigate pr w. The V fishermen an Erap Estrada appointee who man” to deal with the group. readily get the attention and time of our kethall competition in the SE 
marks on the floor and the ledges of now awaiting repatriation. E mpeti 

on the fl aged to hold on mainly onthe back- "For the record, twas the second very busy head of state. Games, the Phil 
the “rail-less” terrace from where Homicide police have asked the | ing of his first cousin, Mike Aroyo, straight time the President had zn than enough time to complete a 
Pham was supposed to have slipped. Vietnamese Embassy to allow them | ipe President's husband. Soubbed the group that, this time, As this developed, several names, team that could go solidly for the 
Several people in the office saw to conduct an autopsy on Pham's | "well from the look of things, included the outspoken, very visible including that of athletes chief GO gold. 
Pham when he was already on the remains. Tuason, using as hostage the Philip. running priest Roberto Reyes. ‘Teng Kok, cropped up. ‘And hasn't Literal’s group al- 
pine participation in the Kuala — First time out GMA sent out — Bat really, the poll for the most ways claimed that it has a team 
2 d k th Lumpur Southeast Asian Games, Renato de Villa to deal with the pro- notorious candidate to lead the ready and willing to parti 
runken men row would not be yanked out despite an testing national athletes. march to Malacafiang was topped by mot only in the SEA Gi 
^ x x atrageous record. De Villa listed the group's de- Tiny Literal, an Ateneo University ihe ABC championship as wel? 
1 th Malacafang has made itknown it mands promised prompt reforms that basketball Hall-of-Famer. Anyway. with his shallow, no- 
girl up in the air would wait forthe results ofthe foh- predictably were never carried out. And all that Literal—whase pre- torious stand, maybe Literal has 
coming SEA Games beforeeffesing — De Villa has since gotten sick and vious selfish moves included frustrat- already earned a pass to have an 
changes inthe national spons hierar- been replaced as executive secretary. ing the sincere basketball leadership audience — with — President 
charges before the Caloocan city Lemos in the air when he chanced | "rios who together with POC Macepagal eich an Cec ieee Maney Paceline ad do maa ON aad GMA, If she really 
prosecutor's office for nearly killing upon her playing with other children | president Celso Dayrit wied to stop ranked wesistant to meet ine mareh. demand foregoing Philippine partici- cares. request her husband, Attor- 
a 10-year-old girl by tossing herin in a pedicab in Tupda Village, | the march to Malacaftang, also suc- ers. pation in the KL. SEA Games basket- ney Mike, to step in and settle the. 
the air for no apparent reason. Sangandaan, investigation showed. | ceeded in explaining ths they have A Ea chanspionsi hideous national basketball lead- ` 

Police identified the suspects as. When the girl tried to break free, been attending to the needs of national ‘Well, in fairness to the President, she His reason: It's already too late ership mess? 

Rolando Darden, 58, and Ernesto Darden tripped her, police said. athletes. did not have to offer an explanation for — as the deadline for the submission of ‘This could also be one way to 
Quival, both residents of Village watcher Enrique Padernal s.. the latest snub. ‘entries will be on Sunday, July 15, — show she cares and knows her 
Caloocan. arrested the suspects. That's the main point that the Monday was a terribly busy day. Literal made a bold claim thatit sports. 

For no apparent reason, a heavily Christian V. Esguerra 


Life for rapist guard GMAhonrs 6 nabbed for highway rob 


Wromeme v nene petri ter son wes as, eX-diplomat 


beside her. Bv DAVE M. VERIDIANO all responsible for the hijacking ofa Quezon City. 
A MALABON judge yesterday sen- The door was left open by the PRESIDENT Gloria Macepagal-Ar- delivery truck containing the com- ` Police caught Relador im 
tenced to life imprisonment a security woman's husband when he left for work. royo will confer the Gawad Mabini POLICE intelligence agents yesterday puter parts owned by Fastech Phil- Barangay Palo Alto in Calamba. Four 
guard for raping a housewife in front of ^ Lagavistaconcealed his face withan Award with the rank of Dakilang arrested six suspected members ofa ippines Products (FPP). handguns were seized from him. 
her year-old son last year undershirt and introduced himselftothe Kamanong on former Foreign big hijacking syndicate who inter- Police said the delivery truck ` Later. police arrested Santiago in 
Judge Benjamin Aquino Jr, found woman as Jun Perez. Undersecretary Tomas R. Padilla to- cepted a cargo track loaded with about (WLT-520) was carrying 52 boxes "am entrapment operation in Lagro, 
Hansel Lagavista, 24, guilty of raping __ The woman was forced to give into morrow morning at the Department PS million worth of computer chips in of computer chips when the armed Quezon City. Santiago allegedly 
the 23-year-old victim in her house on Lagavista when he threatened tokillher of Foreign Affairs. Cabuyao, Laguna last month. men intercepted it on the highway bought the FPP produc 
D K asia The award will be given to Padilla “The suspects were caught by in Cabuyao. The elder Morales was also ar- 
co agavista wasa security guardof But before he left, Lagavista uncov- for his “edifying example. devotion agents of the Criminal Investigation Helper Joseph Coralde resisted rested, as well as his wife Teresa and 
Cosmos, Bottling Corp. on credhisfaceupon the woman'sreques to duty and integrity" during 40 and Detection Group (CIDG) who and was killed while driver Roger their son Ben Jr- 
MacArthur Highway, Barangay — The victim lteridentifed Lagavsta years of service in the department. had been working on the case sinc — Malilong was able tO escape, CIDG agents said they recovered 
ie ae a Sores Padilla is also being cited for pro- the hijacking took place on June 16 Gualberto said Malilong reported several boxes of electronic circuit 
the victim P100,000 in damages. in his defense, Lagavista insisted the | ™oting the national interest in his in Barangay Pulo. Cabuyao. the hijacking to the police and posi- devices and transistors manufac- 
‘According ocourt records Lagavista woman agreed tohave sex with him be. assignments and for advancing bi- Chief Supt. Nestorio Gualberto, tively identified Relador, Oscar tured by different electrical and semi- 
sneaked into the woman's house and cause they were allegedly lovers lateral and intemational understand- CIDG director, identified the sus- Cañon Sr. and Ernesto Dordas as the conductor companies. These were 
ing as consul general in Chicago pects as Lam Wing Yeung, alias Mr. ones who hijacked the truck packed in big boxes and were to be 
from 1971 to 1973, chargé d'affaires Lim. a Hong Kong national and ihe Cañon Sr. and Dordas remain at flown to Hong Kong. 
in Beijing in 1982, consul general in alleged leader-financier of the group; large. The CIDG agents arrested Lam 
Kobe from 1982 to 1986, and ambas- Rolando Relador, Emiliano Santiago, Police learned that the three men Wing Yeung, said to be the gang's 
sador to Seoul from 1986 to 1990. Ben Morales, his wife Teresa, and were all security guards at FPP and — financier. Police said Lam, during in- 
Padilla occupied other diplomatic their son Ben Jr. employed by Lockheed Security _terrogation, admitted his involvement 
Wedenesday, July 11, 2001 posts in Bere, London, Hong Kong, — Gualberto said the suspects were Agency on Quezon Avenue in in the sale of the stolen items. 
14th Week in Ordinary Time Tokyo and Madrid and held other 


p essence» Pasay man shoots girlfriend's suitor 


Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority over the 


unclean spirits to drive them out and to heal every disease and sickness. i JEALOUSY on Monday night led a condition. way home, and without any word re- 
Tam ar be amarok eemper iSense | Project HOPE arous oom pasa Aerio ag ae AA Ae y aa 
his brother Andrew; James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip another man who had been courting  Palacol who is said to be a toughiein — Aguba said Maceda's persistent 
and Bartholomew, Thomas and Matthew. the tax collector; James, theson of | THE CARDIAC Rehabilitation Sec- the suspect's girlfriend in Pasay his neighborhood, escaped after the courting of Buboy's girlfriend, who was 
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon, the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, theman | tion of the Philippine Heart Center City. shooting. police said. identified only as Eweng, apparently 
Who would betray him. ERR š is expanding its services by putting — Policeidemiiedthe victim as Elmer SPO! Reynaldo Aguba, Pasay City triggered the shooting 
Jesus sent these twelve on mission with the instruction: “Do not visit | up a cardiac rehabilitation program Maceda, a resident of 2585 M. De ia police homicide investigator sald ihe — The policeman std Maceda had just 
Pagan territory and do not enter a Samaritan town. Go instead to the lost | specifically for heart failure pa- Cruz St, Pasay City. Maceda sustained shooting happened at 10:15 am. just visited Buboy's girlfriend when he was 
sheep of the people of Israel. í à tients. several gunshot wounds froma 9mm a few meters away from Maceda's shot, 
and rch i message: The Kingdom of heaven is near: The program, called Project pistol and was broughi to the Pasay City house. He said Buboy Palacol ap- Police are still looking for Buboy 
ela tint og felon dno descove tie HOPE Hel Gpimiztion mag Geno wiere heisinsoious proached Maceda, who was on Ns abo Nelson F. Flores 
whole of chapter ten. As in chapter five, the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew revention and Ex: , is de- 5 4 5 
uses solemn language. Representatives are chosen from the whole of Israel, | Signed to address the needs of this f. cal tans 
reve Mette e gandna | ai semasa saa: 1-M signature campaign against ROTC 
highlight their prominence they are mentioned individually by name. Matthew | training, health education and im- 
makes ita point to emphasize that they are disciples of the master. The same z (From page A21) desperate attempts to preserve the office. Chua's exposé led to the re- 
‘authority that Jesus received from his Father is conferred on them. They in z military institution in its present lief of the UST ROTC commandant 
their turn have to learn ta redefine authority in the same way Jesus did. Itis | vised exercise and group discus- dents, Student Christian Movement form. > and his men. 
the authority of the kingdom of God, the authority of God's compassion. Sions twice a week for two months, of the Philippines, National Union In Davao, militant groups also Lopez died while undergoing ROTC 
We thank you Father for having chosen usto be disciples of Jesus. Teach | with quarterly follow-ups for one of Students of the Philippines, Col- staged protests against ROTC. The training a few years ago. 
us to listen to his Word and to remain faithful to our mission. year. lege Editors Guild of the Philippines most recent was the walkout of about Retired Capt. Dan Vizmanos—chair 
Claretian Publications Inc., 8 Mayumi St., UP Village, Diliman, Quezon Project HOPE, to be launched for- and several other student councils 400 cadets from the Ateneo de of the Samahan ng mga Ex-Detainces 
City, UP P.O. Box 4, Diliman, 1101 Quezon City; Tel: 921-3994; Fax: | mally on July 19 at the MAP Hall of and publications. Davao University on Sunday. Para sa Amnestiya (Selda) and one of 
921-7429; E-mail: claret@cn Inet; Websites:http://www. " the Philippine Heart Center, is headed Apolinario Alvarez, secretary Ariel Casilao, Anakbayan vice — the supporters of Abolish!—urged the 
[ : - ipi 3 
(Claretian Publications Inc.) & lutp://missionaries.claretore (Claretians | by Dr. Marisa P. Joson. For further general of Anakbayan and one of president for Southern Mindanao, goverment to conduct a thorough study 
in the Philippines) information, contact the Cardiac Re- the convenors of Abolish!, said said ROTU no longer serves its pur- — of the abolition of the course. 
habilitation Section at 925-24-01 (of- they would present the signatures pose and has a corrupting influence — "There is no more need for this 
====—— fice hours only). they gathered to President Gloria on training officers and members of course," Vizmanos said. "In the first 
= Macapagal-Arroyo at the opening the Armed Forces of the Philippines. place, the reason why it was created 
Equitable: of the 12th Congress on July 23. ‘Another group, the Youth Soli- under the 1935 National Defense Act 
quita e Hundreds of students opposed  darity Davao (YS), said in a state- was because of the external threat 
to the ROTC program are expected ment that ROTC has become a milk- Present before World War II. 
CRIMINAL LAW (AGGRAVATING CIRCUMSTANCES)—Evident pre Í From page A21) to march to Congress on July 23 to ing cow for military officials and „But with the threats no longer there, 
meditation—For evident premeditation to aggravate a crime, there must be demand the program abolition. trainers. kiapo M ED IY I ciate 
proof, as clear as the evidence of the crime itself, of the following elements: (1) Both bankrobberieshappenedas — Alvarez suid the walkout by ca- — Inamanifestoofunity,convenors fem 10 serap the program. j 
the ime when theoffenderdetenminedtocommithecrime;Q)anactmani- p a number of the members of Metro des which started two weeks ago, of Abolish! described ROTC as ror. ç But Delia Morudis Department of 
festly indicating that he clung to his determination; and (3) sufficient lapseof Í Manila's police force were deployed is part of their campaign to scrap the ten to the core," “corrupt” and fas. Science and Technology director for 
time, between determination and execution, to allow himself to reflect upon [| in key areas of the metropolis loen- program. cist. beer LEURE MO LAA i 
the consequences or his act. For this cireumstance to be appreciated ere | sure he security during disgraced Such walkout, he said, would ^ The deaths of University of Sto, “ould be warmed imo an elective course, 
must be direct evidence showing a plane or preparation to kill or proofthatthe à President Estrada's arraignment on continue until the “meaningless Tomas student Mark Welson Chua in ihe mihtary, then thay cun take jt 
accused meditated and reflected upon his decision to kill the victim. Here, Ñ plunder charges training program is abolished.” — and De La Salle student Seth Lopez emid a O. im id 
re i no such determination of alculaton and previous resluon on they P Many police officers fom the CPD. — "We are im in our position io are "proof thatthe program breeds " yir aussi he goyemmen should 
En arte teo cnd (Calne omined, ice Quisumbing. Second | and te Nortiem Polce Dat were abolish the ROTC, Alvarez sid. snm of violence and Rascism ald oaae a ie sermon sold 
eat TM T eres deu DEAE deployed at the Sandiganbayan in “We cannot agree with the military's the convenors said. subject as an alternative to ROTC. With 
Dicest sy R.B. Vera [| Fairview, Quezon City where the ar- so-called reform and selective imple- Chua was killed allegedly forex- reports from Ayan C. Mellejor and Joel 
raignment iook place mentation. These proposals are just posing anomalies at the UST ROTC J Excovila, PDI Mindanao Bureau. 
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Assunta de Rossi three times a daring young lady 


ASSUNTA de Rossi was initially 
hesitant to shed her clothes and do 
daring scenes in “Red Diaries." But 
the script, and the fact that the di- 
rector is Maryo J. de los Reyes, 
convinced her to do what her three 
roles called for. 

"Red Diaries" launches the 18- 
year-old Filipino-Italian to solo star- 
dom. In the movie, three women, all 
played by Assunta, write about the 
highs and lows of their lives. 
Susanna is a two-timing mistress; 
Cara is a prodigal daughter who's a 
seminarian’s sexual fantasy; and 
Lucila is the battered wife of a po- 
iceman, 

Is she comfortable with sexy 
roles? 

“I didn’t take off my clothes in 
this movie for the sake of being 
called a sex goddess or screen si- 
ren,” Assunta says, “The script calls 
for nude and sexy scenes. It's not 
easy doing those scenes. But I hope 
people will remember my effort in 

and not just the sexy 


Assunta's leading men in “Red 
Diaries” are Carlos Morales, 
Anton Bernardo, Dante Gomez 
and Jam Melendez, 
Jaya's latest 

WHY was Jaya’s new album, “Un- 
leashed,” stalled by more than a year 
before it was released by Viva 
Records? 

Jaya herself explains that seven 


‘SWORDFISH’ 


Leah Salterio 


tracks in the album were produced 
by Pat Casti 
were recorded, they had to stop 
since she and Pat got busy with 
other things. 

But recently, Jaya finally re- 
leased "Unleashed," complete with 


JAYA. An album and a concert for 
"Unleashed." 


12 tracks, including three revivals. 

Although the recording game is 
nothing new to her—her self-titled 
debut album was multi-platinam— 
Jaya says she is excited about her 
latest album, her sixth from Viva 


Records. 


But after the songs 


‘world music scene.” 


Lennon's “Love.” 


"The fact that we had more time 
to choose more songs for the album 
made me more satisfied about the 
final product,” Jaya offers. “The re- 
cording lul! turned out to be an ad- 
vantage for me and the people who 
worked behind the album.” 

Jaya holds a major concert, also 
titled “Unleashed,” at the Araneta 


Coliseum on July 28. 


Wishing they were 
Charlene 
HERE'S a text message apparently 
from women who have been fanta- 
sizing about being Charlene 


Gonzales. 


“I have news! I'm preggy. Ang 
hirap pala, lalo na kasi malamang 
twins. Daming ‘di mo magawa. 


“I have both Tagalog and English 
tunes in this new album, but the mu- 
sic has changed quite a bit from my 
earlier albums,” she explains. “The 
instrumentation is fuller. If you will 
notice, the funky groove in some of 
the English songs are reminiscent of 
club music, the current rage in the 


Gerard Salonga worked on the 
arrangement for her version of John 


Naninibago nga ako eh. Buti na 
lang very supportive si Aga.” 
Dream on, girls. 
Ovation for Gary V 


in Martin’s show 
BELIEVE it or not, but Gary 
Valenciano got a standing ovation 
in Martin Nievera’s concert at 
Onstage in Greenbelt last Friday 
night. 

We received a text message from 
Martin, who thanked us for our re- 
view of his concert series (Showbiz 
Tidbits, July 6, 2001). 

Martin said we should have seen 
instead the July 6 show, which 
marked his 19th year in the business. 

“You would have loved it. It was 
the celebration of my 19th year and 
it was star-studded. Gary V entered 
late. I had a deal with the crowd. I 
said as soon as he (Gary) walks 
everyone stand and scream. 

“He arrived and walked into a 
standing ovation! He was so red. 1 
escorted him to his seat and during 
the last two encores, I pulled him 
onstage and had him imitate me 
back. Parang duel 

“Sana you saw it. Then he ended 
the show with me, all the way to the 
closing of the curtain. Galing 
talaga. It was very touching nga. 
Wish you were there again. A night 
to remember talaga.” 

Martin will have two more 
shows at Onstage on July 19 and 26. 


Over-the-top techno thriller 


By RUBEN M. Cruz JR. 


THE OPENING scene of “Swordfish” finds John 
Travolta in an L.A. coffee shop smoking a very 
expensive cigar as he pontificates on the deterio- 
rating quality of American films. He proceeds to 
pay homage to Sydney Lumet's “Dog Day After- 
noon,” saying it is easily the acclaimed director's 
best work and inarguably Al Pacino’s best film. 

‘The only problem is, he says, "Dog Day” didn't 
push the outside of the 
envelope, The film was 
afraid to explore 
Sonny's (Pacino's 
Character) homosexual- 
ity and it had a cop-out 
ending because the character dies in the end. 
Travolta argues that if Sonny started killing his 
hostages—even just one hostage—the cops would 
have listened. He could have walked away with 
the money and gotten his lover the sex transplant, 
for which he robbed that bank in the first place. 

Of course, Travolta fails to mention that “Dog 
Day" was based on a true story. But after he fin- 
shes his brief monologue, I get his point about 
pushing the outside of the envelope. 

‘What follows is probably the most riveting 
explosion scene in any contemporary film—a 
slow motion, 360-degree pan that sends a shock 
wave of flying bodies, cars and whatever else 
there was on the screen. 

The fact that director Dominic Sena and writer 
‘Skip Woods thought nothing of giving the film's 
piece de resistance right away is perhaps a testa- 
ment to their confidence in “Swordfish.” It's as 
if they're saying, “You like that? Stick around, 
there's more.” And they spend the next hour and 
a half trying to prove they're right by stringing 
together one action highlight after another, of- 
fering a virtual smorgasbord of adrenaline fixes. 

Intricate subplots 

This is the kind of over-the-top guy flick that 
made “Die Hard” so entertaining to watch. The 
film's narrative suffers from a credibility problem 
typical of its genre, but then again, it’s precisely 
the out-of-this-world-ness that is its selling point. 

‘Imean, no one really believes that John McClane 
could be a victim of terrorists thrice over—unless of 
course he lived in Basilan—but we were willing to 
be gullible for the sake of "Die Hard” I and HI 
“Swordfish” requires a similar investment. 

The plot revolves around Gabriel Shear 
(Travolta), a patriotic super criminal working for 
a covert organization headed by a US senator 


Tessie at 20 


another. That's why I'm trying to becare- 
ful about myself and my health, because 
Thave friends who died young. 

Did you suffer mid-life crisis? 

1 did. At bumabalik-balik pa rin ‘yan 
up tonow. [sang libro ‘yan. Mahaba yan. 
Before kasi, the meaning of life wasn't 
clear to me, Now I know the real mean- 
ing of life is really balance, Balance of 
work, family and fiend, and all the itle 
things—looking at the sunset, smelling 
the flowers, seeing what a nice day it is, 
despite the pollution and the trafic 

ho are your role models? 

Mother Theresa. Oprah (Winfrey). I 
also admire my mom and my mother- 
in-law. Mrs. EJ Pullin is now 87 years 
‘old and still well. But she doesn’t want 
to travel anymore that's why she hasn't 
been to the Philippines. 

She's always full of joy and is very 
healthy. And she’s living alone in En- 
gland. She writes us wonderful letters 
every week on how the seasons change 
and how she keeps busy gardening, 
riding a bus or going to the supermar- 
ket. If 1 can only reach 70 years old, 
masaya na ko. 

‘Whaat did you learn from Ka Roger 
as an Englishman? 

His maturity. That I have to learn to 


trust our children, that they will do well 
even without us around. 

‘And he always says that as a married 
couple, we have to do things together. 
He doesn’t want “Okay, I'll just meet you 
in the restaurant or see you at the party." 
He wants us to go together. He can't. 
leave ahead of me. He's really my guid- 
ing force and my pillar of strength. And 
since we're also friends, 1 can also teil 
him everything, from problems with 
work, to the maid or the driver. 

He has very good insight even if m. 
the one who's always confrontational, 
reactionary and emotional. He always 
tells me to relax. 

What did he learn from you? 

He says I have terrific work ethics 
and I work very 
Tahanan,” he didn’t feel 1 slowed 
down. I did a lot of other things for our 
town in Catbalogan. I am the president 
of the Catbaloganon Foundation and 
we do projects. I go to my hometown 
twice a year. 

After 20 years in the business, 
what have you learned? 

I've leamed that you're only as good 
as your last achievement, and that this 
career will not last forever, and that you 
will not find perfect happiness from fame 


(Sam Shepard in a very short role). Shear is plan- 
ning an ambitious bank heist that would net him 
a secret government slush fund worth $9.5 bil- 
lion — money he intends to use to wage war 
against anti-American terrorists. 

Although Travolta’s opening spiel showed 

promise of a Vincent Vega (his char- 

Pulp Fiction”), Shear is actually more 

akin to the egocentric but charming villains he 
played in “Broken Arrow” and “Face Off.” 

Yes, Travolta is supposed to be the villain here 
but the intricate subplots manage to keep you 
second-guessing about the true nature of the char- 
acters in the film. This is definitely not a case of 
what you see is what you get. 

In “Swordfish” almost everyone is not who 
he or she seems to be, and Shear's Machiavel- 
lian purpose makes him an enigma, something 
that Travolta acts out convincingly. 

Likeable baddie 

And the thing with Travolta is, the bad guy is 
riot really such a bad guy when he's playing him. 
In “Broken Arrow,” for instance, I wanted him to 
beat Christian Slater. Travolta's magnetic person- 
ality makes for a very persuasive and likeable bad 
guy. (As always, there are exceptions. I wanted 
everyone obliterated in the fiasco that was "Batlle- 
field Earth,” including Travolta.) 

“Swordfish” takes on its techno thriller mantle 
carly in the film. In order to pull off the robbery, 
Shear and company would not only need to break 
into a bank but also hack into its computer to get the 
money into their offshore accounts (is this familiar?) 

Actually, the computer lingo sounds better. 
“Construct a worm program, pop the firewall, up- 
load the Trojan horse and download the funds." 1 
believe that's how Shear puts it. 

He entrusts the task of signing up the world's 
best computer hacker to his girl Ginger, portrayed 
by Halle Berry with the pizzazz of a street prosti- 
tute plying her trade in front of Malate church, 
Berry is shown in a lot of skimpy outfits and even 
goes topless in one scene, but that is not how she 
is able to recruit Stan Jobson (Hugh Jackman). 

‘Stan wants nothing to do with computers after 
spending two years in prison for destroying an 
online FBI Big Brother program. But Ginger 
dangles an irresistible bait. ihe chance to regain 
custody of his only child who is living with Stan's 
porn-siar ex-wife and her porn-filmmaker lover. 

Handsome hacker 

Jackman is probably the best looking hacker 
we've ever seen, I kid you not. Those noisy girls 
behind me (you know who you are) just can't get 


(From page A26) 


about that? 


hard. After “Teysi ng 


to happen. 


and fortune. The wellspring of happiness, 


Who are your bestfriends? 

Angie Lacson is working for a cor- 
poration. Doctora Cris Villanueva is a 
70-year-old obstetrician-gynecologist, 
and Bobby Caballero used to work with 
me in advertising. We were copywriters. 

You're a bigger star than your 
mom ever was. What does she say 


She's proud to be the mother of Tessie 
Tomas. But I never really dreamt I would 
go this far and | would become big. 
When I was in advertising, I just wanted 
to put up my own ad agency one day 

‘What can you say about the poli 
cal scene now? 

I'm part of the Artista sa Pagbabago 
movement. I'm very sad that Edsa Il! had 

"m very disenchanted, wor- 

ried and frustrated about the Abu Sayyaf 
attack. When will all of 
my sympathy for GMA. 

Thope that in this lifetime, I can make 
a difference in the lives of the people as 
an entertainer, without entering politics. 
I think my best service to the commu- 
nity would be not as a politician but as 
an active NGO participant. Louie C. 
Camino, Leah Salterio 


enough of the Wolverine actor. Stan being a 
hacker, there are naturally several scenes show- 
ing him frenetically punching into computer keys, 
and one of the girls behind me blurted out, “He 
makes typing look so sexy!" Computer nerds be- 
ware. Typing can be a come-on. 

Sena, who directed the Nicolas 
Cage-Angelina Jolie starrer "Gone in 60 Sec- 
ends." shows he is a master at lacing action films 
with MTV styling. There’s not much logic be- 
hind the car chases, gunfights and explosions, 
but boy do they look pretty. 

Woods’ screenplay, which zigzags from one 
plot line to the next and jumps from one time 
frame to another, helps the director keep the pac- 
ing tight. And his snappy dialogue complements 
the film's panache. 

“Swordfish” boasts of an excellent cast but 
that is also its bane, as it under-utilizes gifted 
actors like Shepard (who's also a Pulitzer Prize- 
winning playwright and a noted director), Berry 
(Golden Globe best actress) and Don Cheadle 
(last seen in "Traffic") who plays an FBI agent 
hot on the trail of Shear and Stanley. 

“This is yet again another cop role for Cheadle 
who still manages to give to a very familiar role 
something we haven't seen from him before. This 
guy is a Morgan Freeman in the making, if he's 
not one already. He needs some film leads and 
not just the straight-to-HBO variety. 

Also in the film is soccer star-turned actor 
Vinnie Jones, used 


ui EROS 


mostly as a decoration. 

playing Shear's main 

goon. | know Jones 

can't do much aside 

from playing tough 

and being stoic, but 

you have to have seen 

himin the Guy Ritchie 

films “Lock, Stock 1 

and Two Smoking Li 

Barrels” and “Snatch” 

in order to appreciate 

how gifted a baddie he 

can be. R 
Overall, though, 

“Swordfish” delivers 

the promise of its 

trailer. It is quite fun to 

watch. And you only 

need a movie ticket to 

see it. No passwords 

required. 
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ALONG CAME A SPIDER As Uncle Leo in the 

Tu D popular Ponkana com- 

mercial, he is doting, 

vtitur arua | ` lovable and a friend to 
kids. 

Leo can be any- 
thing and gets away 
with it. His secret is his 
ability to inject wit into 
an otherwise colorless 
line, as seen in his cur- 
rent shows, “Idol Ko 
Si Kap” (Saturdays, 7- 
had 8 p.m., GMA 7) and 
ARANETA CENTER THEATERS 911-3101 “ispi (Saturdays, 8- 
ALI MALL CINEPLEX- PANGAKO. KAWLANG | 9 p.m., ABC-5). 
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THEW FRONTIER CLOSED FORRENOWATION| tween. 
MANILA Leo sifted through 
EASIER scripts from the US 
MAXIM os] and asked the Screen- 
MIRAMAR smsu SERE mes | Writers’ Guild of the 
E Sew] Philippines to adapt 


them to local situations 
ze HONSEAESPOE| ana ended up with 100 
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five-minute mono- 
TANDEM-T DREMEATATNECOOTS | — logues on anything un- 
TANDEM-Z FANNO] der the sun. 

SvaTcKrORCE | “The idea is for this 

QUEZON CITY art form to gain more 

ansu smo | following by taking it 

TRAROPEROMAGART] out of theater and 

Tae] bringing it to laymen. 

Soap] ^ Makati restaurant 

nd Malate bar have 

CORONETZ WOO] agreed to carry the 

LE AWORO] book in their place. 

REMAR MORSKO] Leo is looking for 
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High-end concepts in film viewing 


REMEMBER when you could go to the movies 
for only a few pesos? These days, you have to 
plunk down up to P120 for a single screening in 
‘one of those snooty movie palaces with plush 
‘carpets and seats, and sound systems so acute 
that they can virtually pick up the sound of one 
hand clapping. 

But we aren't applauding the way that 
moviegoing has turned expensive and even pro- 
hibitive of late. Which is why we're boggled by 
the report that Hong Kong has come up with the 
most expensive movie admission prices in the 
world—would you believe HK$175 per seat in 
two ultra-special screening rooms?! 

To make the whopping price a good deal, the 
two-of-a-kind screening rooms have only 16 
seats each, and viewers get free popcorn and soft 
drinks from waiters who are at their beck and 
call. How posh can you get? 

HKS175 is equivalent to US$22, which in 
turn is worth something like P1,100. Would 
you spend a thousand bucks to see a film, 
even in the plushest and most exclusive of 
theaters? 

If enough people here say yes, then the high- 
end concept could have a future in the Philip- 
pines, as well. As for the original Hong Kong 
Venues, they've been fully booked until the end 
of the month! 

Truth to tell, however, the most exclusive 
movie theater we've patronized is a small the- 
ater (only 50 seats) in Paris, which has only one 
screening per day: at midnight 

The tres exclusive theater is an art house that 
caters to a very chic clientele of film buffs who 
specialize in the obscure gems of prewar French 
cinema. 

Why only one screening? There aren't many 
fans of that kind of cinema around. Why at mid- 
night? The owner has a day job. OK—but when 
does he get to sleep?! 

New TV series 
STARTING July 20 at 9 p.m. AXN TV will 
screen “Seven Days,” a series about a CIA agent 
who has the unique ability of travelling through 
time to stop world catastrophes before they hap- 
pen, It takes him seven days to undo those cata- 
strophic events, hence the show's title. 

‘The sci-fi thriller topbills Jonathan Lapaglia 
as Frank Parker, and Don Franklin and 
Justina Vail also play important roles. 

But the real star in this production is the 
Sphere, a huge and complex device that uses 


Yes! mag joins corporate 
show at Glorietta Center 


SUMMIT Publishing's Yes! Magazine offers 
another sizzling issue this July as it features an 
in-depth and extensive story and never-before- 
seen photos of the very controversial Aga 
Muhlach and Charlene Gonzales wedding. 

The wedding of the two stars is dubbed as 
the wedding of the year and Yes! Magazine of- 
fers a detailed account of the event, from the 
planning stage down to the actual wedding held 
in Baguio City. 

Summit Publishing Inc. afd Yes! Magazine 
joins Primetrade Asia Inc.'s The Corporate Show 
until today at the Glorietta Activity Center in 
Makati City. 

‘The Corporate Show .01 aims to consolidate 
the advertising and marketing needs of corpora- 
tions into one combined effort that enables cor- 
porations to establish a huge network of poten- 
tial clients in a short period of time through the 
tested medium of the trade fair. 

The event attracts a diverse and well-qualified 
market of customers from a variety of industries 
and backgrounds, all in one day and all in one 
place. It will support corporations in buildin 
strong relations with suppliers and potential cli- 
ents through various activities in the three days 
that it will be held, 

The Corporate Show .01 is presented by Phil- 
ippine Daily Inquirer, Centrex Corporation and 
Philonline, with Club Panoly Resort Inc., Fam- 
ily First Inc., Canon Marketing (Philippines) Inc., 
and Asian Spirit. 

Official radio stations are Citylite 88.3, Magic 
89.9 WTM, Joey 92.3, 93.9 KCFM, 99.5 RT, 
103.5 K-Lite and 105.1 Crossover. 


‘VIEWFINDER 


Nestor U. Torre 


alien technology. How does it work? Here goes: 

“The Sphere generates a ‘temporal displace- 
ment field” by altering an object s gravitational 
polymetry, so the object shifts in time. As the 
Sphere generates its temporal compensating 
Wave, the pilot feels like he’s being electrocuted 
and sees the events that have happened flash be- 
fore him in reverse. 


“Due to the instability of the timing device, 
landings are very uncertain. So, the pilot has to 
actually maneuver the Sphere and maintain 
points of alignment in three dimensions." Well, 
if you say so! 

"Seven Days” is telecast every Friday at 9 p.m. 

TV treats 

ON THE National Geographic Channel, 
"Tomorrow's World” features amazing new in- 
ventions and technological marvels every 
‘Thursday at 9:30 p.m. This month, some of the 
features are on online 
voting. solar-powered 
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vehicles, baby brain 
scans, robotic mon- 
keys, fish acup 
ture, artificial hands 
and gas detectors. 
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Eye-Popping Realism First Time Ever On Screen!) 


THE EPIC ADVENTURE BEGINS TODAY! 


> PG13 | 


Distributed by [|] COLUMBIA PICTURES. 


rocren aow 13 yrs. ld wa oniy be aie 


DISCOVER THE SECRET OF ONE OF THE WORLD'S GREATEST | 
MYSTERIES ADVENTURE, FUN & MAGIC. 2ND WEEK! 


MIRCEBD G 


TEED e cmm] 
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ZO] 


ATLANTIS 


THE LOST EMPIRE 


Stributed by BUENA VISTA RNATIONAL thru COLUMBIA PICTURES 


Children below 13 yrs. old will only be allowed 
if accompanied by a parent or adult. 
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"CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON" 


RIDE WITH THE DEVIL 


SKEET ULRICH TOBEY MAGUIRE 


A Film by ANG LEE 


IN A NO-MAN'S LAND BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH, 
YOU DIDN'T FIGHT FOR THE BLUE OR THE GRAY. 
YOU FOUGHT FOR YOUR FRIENDS AND YOUR FAMILY 


JEFFREY WRIGHT 


SECOND 
WEEK! 


HYPER-ELECTRIFYING ACTION 
THAT'S HOTTER THAN BURSTING FLAMES ! 


MIRACB p Fe | strictly for ADULTS No one below 18 yrs. may be admitted. 
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HAS it been 20 years already? ing myself, came last. That's not 
“I think I have lived a charmed good. Now, I know how to balance. 
life,” Tessie Tomas says. "Iknow] — Is work and co-existing with 
have talent, but I'm also super lucky work is personal happiness. 
a sense that I got all the right What if you get more work 
breaks at the right now? 
have to look for it.” I won't accept it anymore. I've 
‘That talent and the learned how to say no. 
right breaks pulled Actually, I turned 
Tessie out of relative == Q) & A= down several offers. 
“obscurity” as an ad- aia Before I make a deci- 
vertsing executive and sion, I would always 
thrust her into the limelight as a consult him (Roger), so it becomes. 
writer and stand-up comedian who like a conjugal decision and we will 
creates characters from her imagi- not blame each other in the end. 
nation and observations and makes More than anything, Roger and 
those characters unforgettable. Lare friends. That's important. 
‘Some of them are no longer be in How many years passed before 
the limelight today, but they linger in you gave yourself another chance 
the memory: Bonnie Buendiathe bold at love? 
star, Barbara Tengco the wife of the Thirteen years of being a single 
‘congressman, andmostmemo- parent. But I'm very happy because 
rable of all, Meldita the imeldific lady I'm finally, after a long time, friends TALENT WITH A DOUBLE T. The right breaks came at the right time for 
‘who could cause audiences tobusttheir with my ex. We can talk healthily Tessie Tomas. 
guts laughing and then also makethem about our son. 
shed a tear or two. How's your son Robin? other things to do. I have to correct I'm still reading "The Courage 
Has it been 20 years since He is now in New York, taking myself. I read books on voluntary to be Rich.” I'm dreaming of one 
“Champoy?” up fashion design at Parson's simplicity, I meditate and go to day writing a book or books. [know 
‘Ang sakit sa tenga, ‘no? But 1 School. That's what he wants. He Chakra (an energy center at Loyola it will happen. 
should be happy and grateful. | gaveuphisjobasartdirectorat Ace Heights), but somehow, it's stillan — Who's the biggest influence in 
started "Champoy" in 1981. I was Saatchi. effort for me to slow down. your life? 
even telling myself, "Totoo ba itong Was it hard allowing Robin to How late do you stay up? My mom, Laura Hermosa. She was 
bilang ko?" study in the US? 1 never go to bed beyond 12. my first tutor in show biz. She into- 
‘Sohow would youdescribethe Ang hirap, the language of let- That's the secret of staying young. duced me to show biz when I was 9. 
20 years? ting go. He left last January but I'm For me, dapat 10 p.m. tulog na ko, What is the most important les- 
Glorious, wonderful, divine, much better now. Ithelps that Roger especially if I have to be up by 6 or son she taught you? 
very productive and profitable. This is there and I have become more 7am. the next morning for a taping. “The value of hard-eamed money 
is such a fulfilling job. mature. 1 can also say this is also — What is your most relaxed That’s why Í learned how to save. 
"What do you consider the high- the best for both Robin and me be- hour? In show biz, when it rains, it pours, 
light of those 20 years? cause we were both too dependent I'm a morning person. Usually but you have to learn how to save. 
Definitely "Meidita" That was a on each other. at breakfast, I'm still relaxed. After What are you still working to 
tuming point in my careerandalsothe This is the time he wants, so why that, taka-taka-tak na ‘ko. achieve? 
peak. Before her was Bonnie Buendia, hold him back? He's 24. He should But even my friends are telling Spiritual wisdom and depth. 1 
which was a very difficult character. have such a big spiritual thirst, but 
After “Champoy.” I had a very me that’s deep inside me. Even if you 
difficult one-woman show that < see me smile on TV and I'm trying 
launched me into the one-woman “I Was regressed before and I was told to be always on top of the world, part 
ë ‘act which they were saying I pio- š Š of me wants to find time for my spiri- 
find out the next feature films. . . neered. The project was "Miss. I was a cruel prince and I was killed. tuality. There are still pangs of hun- 
k h abate ficis Margarida's Way.” the story of a x > ger to go to Tibet or fly off to India. 
now the top ten must-see flicks . . . deranged school teacher. Iwasgiv- After that I was a soldier who killed 1 took up hypnosis before and 1 
and even reserve seats! Stare peel 
minutes. One minute she is sane, . is 
Ë next minute she lifting her sin, and got killed. In both cases, I was a because of my evel past | was me- 
p teaching biology or touching her AER gressed before and I was told I was 
For everything you want to know on movies, sess AL rc dicn'tihink could man. But take note, hindi ako tomboy. cruel prince and 1 was Killed, Afr 
do it. But director Tony Espejo chal- that I was a soldier who, killed and 


Globe is all “TL need. lenged me to do it. Sarehearsalspa Huwag niyo kong intrigahin diyan’ got killed. In both cases, I was a man. 


Catch the latest blockbusters . . . 
get movie schedules . . . 


C 


lang, he was convincing me already But take note, hindi ako tomboy 
to lift my skirt. He said we couldn't Huwag ninyo kong intrigahin diyan. 


da ea ited ny sre tepore 
e ME uU I E s 


myself, "Paano ko nakaya yon?" fend for himself. got married when short. When 1 was doing “Teysing P" Magalas, pero hindi ko talaga 
T also remember the struggle be- 1 was 24. Tahanan,” my writers were telling Jilig. But Í must admit that if | 
cause that's when I had my nodules. , When I was 10, I already knew me ang bilis-bilis ko raw. didn't marry Roger, I would have 
Thad to cut down on smoking until how to commute: E would take the | What is your number one pone into it. He really doesn’t like 
‘was able tostopitcompletely.iwould jeep to dzXL in Aduana priority? Z politics. Priority ko ang asawa ko. 
Heepearly,notalking fortwo weeks, (intramuros) to join the soap opera — Personal happiness. don’tthink Anything that will jeopardize or 
and then medication. My doctor said contest. So why can't Robin do it I'veexperienced enough. I've given harm the marriage, I will definitely 
if my voice did not return after two On his own in New York a whole lot to my career, avoid. I know my priorities. 
waka Thad to be ope on. Weren't you afraid to let What will it take to have per- “You know what his top pri- 
T was so terrorized because Robin live alone in New York? sonal happiness? ority is? 
Sylvia La Torre told me, “Huwag — I've changed a lot also when it — Spending more time with Roger °" Music, But there was a time 
‘mong ipapagalaw ang boses mo.” Comes to those things. I also love or for myself, like malling, watch- when we were talking about some- 
“Champoy,” Bonnie Buendia, New York. Again it s parental let- ing a movie, having a massage, fa- thing and I told him, “I'm getting 
i x e league of ting go. If you are not confident of cial or hot oil treatment. Ym all sone 
Key in sureseats (G4) (cinema number) | Mela aN are i he leage of (egg no of your eid when "Are yo yal: Sees 
(time). (number of tickets). send to 2333. to TV via -Teysieng Tahanan"and they're 18, something must be I suppose I am. I'm very particu- You're ail that want. You're 
D ma wrong with the quality of the lar about my looks and I try very ^ 
ex. sureseats G4 1 06:00pm 2 Kabanga” Meghosabay yon and parenting. You cannot be by their hard to take care of myself. f know “Then Told him, “What about 
— M halos sabay din natapos after more Side all their life. that if I abuse myself, like if drink me? You're not all that I need?” But 
t B than six years. After that was “Onli T ae ees ae = ` eee = ix ea up late, it | was just kidding poraa 5 
ü P x a wi jet mushy. But 1 really 
Other entertainment services: iU high point, I would say, Robin more quality time. I should In my diet nahihirapan ako be- Since crich when he said that. 
4 is “Compañero y Compañera” be. have thought that it's not just shop- cause my husband loves to eat out. “ "What’s the age gap between 
Star News cause | was made todo current affairs. ping, dining at fine restaurants or We're practically eating outthree or you and Roger? 
Key in ent news and send to 2333 Ñ was a different format with Atty, bringing him abroad. Because in all four times a week in fine restau-  ””'Seven years. I'm 50 and he's 57. 
e M ReneCayetano.ldidn'tknowlcouM those times, Í was always ina hurry rants. So I need to work out. | What are your best traits as a 
H do it at fst and yet I warmed upto Uying to catch a meeting with a pro- How much winedo you drink? professional? 
jigs Tonight the role. That was very fulfilling. š or run s interview. ios Msn ae (Laughs) No, T work hard and I'm always on 
i Now it's “Feel at Home” which leaming process for me was toolong. mga two glasses lang. time. 
Key tn ent tonight d RAS is basically also my concept En Robin followed in your foot- What’s your biggest expense? The worst? 
n lifestyle-oriented show. Andihere's Steps in advertising. Why didn’t In the past, jewelry. Now it's I'm temperamental and very de- 
Music Artists a Í “Btonaang Susunod na Kabanata” he enter show biz? home renovation. Masyadokong feel  manding, 
Key in ent music and send to 2333. | which revived the old sitcom. Yes, he used to work as art di- ang new show ko, “Feel at Home” — What do you still want to 
Sa personal life naman, my get- rector for Ace Saatchi. There were — Do you have regrets? Gana ss a dra 
ting married to Roger (Pullin). Its times he would say, “Parang gusto Of course. But Í do not cry any- ^ More quality movies and choice 
been seven and a half years. We kong mag-ASAP. Nakakatuwa more when I think about them. stage work. I'd like to do classic 
were married in April 1994, maman. Parang ang dali ng pera What similarities do you see Plays. | did Nick Joaguin's "Pinoy 
How is the marriage? diyan. Mas mahirap itong *etween you and Imelda Marcos? Agonistes" at the CCP Little These 
3 good. I don't really like to ginagawa ko.” Butlwouldtellhim, We both love jewelry, shoes, It gave me a different kind of high, 
Fee per message successfully sent: use “very” dahil baka mausog. But “You should have started younger.” partying, entertaining. We're both — [t was such a welcome respite. I told 
when you're happy, you tell the But I'm glad he did not enter vain and glamorous. myself, “God, aktres pa rin ako. 
2.00 for Plan Subscribers whole world about it. Andwhen yon show biz. You're always scared — We both speak Waray. The few Do you plan to revive 
] ap SS. "F | have lived with dysfunctionandalot when your child goes into the same times that I met her, she was always — «Meldita?" 
„P2.50 for Prepaid Plus Subscribers of misery in your life, you're afraid field as you did. talking to me in Waray. 1 am from I'm planning to put up a major 
to be happy. This you have to cor- — Its been 20 years but how Catbalogan, Samar. That's where! stand-up comedy shows and 
rect, because a healthy marriage isa come you don’t seem to have was born. lldita" will definitely be part of i 
happy marriage. That's what I have. p physically? What kind of parties do you  [ have a high standard when it 
Roger is a wonderful man. But I ven't had a facelift yet. held? comes to performing. I don't want 
also have to pat myself in the back w ll you go to that extent? Very intimate. Usually at home — to use recycled scripts. I always 
because I changed a lot from my pre- If Lam sill on camera beyond 60 Jang. Dinner for six with my closest want to use new materials, 
vious mariage Sabi nga g mgapsy- dlaksadylodkhomie Lwildoit füends But my So birthday wat "What's your biggest fear? 
chologists, paradigm shift daw ako. janges happened to you really a big party. It was a special Dying at this age. 
P jreseats L2 dat ‘My attitude changed a lot, and Ihave 85 a professional? ‘occasion so Í put my mind into it. , Why are you afraid of dying? 
q hardly any expectations because l'mabitmorerelaxednow.You What are you passions? Life is good. I worry about Roger. 
‘when you don't expect, God show- “didn't see me at my worst before Reading and writing. 1 avoid g0- although less of Robin. 1 have this 
ers you with what you want. With When I was a worrier and hyper. ing to Powerbooks or National fear of losing Roger because he's 
ay ie (im Roger Ileamedhowto giveandiake, — But being a workaholic Í guess Bookstore because I willneverleave x older than 1 am. H there's one big 
~ I Before kasi, [was so self-cen- has become part of my character. without buying books and maga- prayer that have for both of us, it’s 
HANDYPHONE tered. | was always putting career You'd know that Tessie Tomas is zines. When I go to New York, half for God to give us a long life so we 
ahead of anything else. Masyado Sek when she speaks very slowly. of my suitcases filled with books. can celebrate one aniversary a 
= iven when I have two days at was 
Rang sinasamba qig career ko lahe in mv weekly schedule. sill fnd read? TESSIE/ A23 
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Mewes IMF says growth outlook 


PESO - DOLLAR Peso-Dollar Rate 


ge=-S uncertain for RP economy 


July 10, 2001 


2 THE INTERNATIONAL Monetary averaged 6.7 percent. The government 
$ 125.62 = Fund said the Philippine economy has set a full-year target of 6 percent 
The US dollar was tadag — faces an uncertain growth outlook 10 7 percent 


at 125.62 as of pm. amid weakening exports, strains in the Despite falling exports, the IMF 
duy 10, 2001 banking system and a large budget expects the current account to remain 
deficit in surplus due to weak import demand. 

Sse 3 3 4 5 « v w [GOLD:$267.10/267.60 ] On the plus side, inflation hasbeen KU ` ‘The IMF review is part of a no 
ES SUIT. Derearae Hina Tong: contained and foreign reserves are in- Joan monitoring program of the Phil- 
in Washington. housekeeping, investors are likely to 


rte Wah wasis the Piliptes am 
E EE MARKET sua y Me fon Me Slats 1 me coments sol Farina 
lares end down 


(GRAMS sv rona cuac 


Macapagal-Arroyo became president consultation with the IMF. 
PSE Composite Index in January—the IMF forecast gross 


‘Although the banking sector is ge 
on profit-taking domestic dec a 3 ect Pai > erally adequately capitalized, the IMF 


Said. it has weakened somewhat, re 
STOCKS ended slightly mestic demand as the main drive. This MY recep the curmoll in Manil s finn 
loweryesterdayasinvestors is à downward revision of an earlier cel neta rie siehe 
chose to take profits on se- forecast of 3.3 percent. that erupted last October. 

lected blue chips and lower ‘The IMF acknowledged that Ms The IMF's concerns over the weak- 
liners in the absence of fresh Macapagal has inherited a “challeng- ‘ening fundamentals of the banking sys- 
positive leads, traders said. ing economic situation.” She was tem are also shared by the leading credit 

The seket eter ™ swept to power on Jan. 20 following 


rating agencies, which have cited this 
Monday's slight gains re- — 222529272802 23 4 5 6 9 10 the ouster of Joseph Estrada, who faces asa reason for keeping the Philippines" 


corruption charges. country outlook on negative 
flected the continued shon- — jug mw "The main downside risks stem ‘The IMF said i "strongly" support 
termnature of investors who from weakening global demand for the government's economic strategy, 
have been quick to sell into (See stock market report on Page B4) electronics exports and the budget defi- centered on “fiscal discipline, good 
any uptick in the market. Git, where higher-than-targeted domes- governance, market-oriented reform 
‘A host of negatives including the law and order situation, slowing tic financing could put upward pressure SRA. and poverty reduction.” 
‘economy, rising inflation and the volatile peso continue to thwart upside on interest rates." the IMF said The IMF said it backed the 
‘movement. "There is a lack of conviction on the investors side for any sus- The government forecasts growth government's plans to focus on fiscal 
tained riso, at least in the short term,” United Coconut Planters Bank Trust of at least 3.3 percent this year, but year from 3.8 percent in the fourth cent by the end of the year, reflecting discipline, stamping out corruption, 
Fund portfolio manager Vanessa Lim said. many private economists believe that quarter of 2000. the stabilization of the peso and low undertaking market-oriented reforms 
SHARES/B4 is beyond its grasp. Growth inthe first The IMF expects inflation to re- capacity utilization. and reducing poverty. 
quarter slowed to 2 S percent year-on- main moderate, falling toaround Sper- Inflation in the six months to June IME/B2 
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FRAUDULENTLY ATTACHED 


Rose Pack recovers prime Pasig properties 


By Doris C. DUMLAO 


‘THE PASIG Regional Trial Court has 
ordered Philippine Commercial Interna- 
tional Bank to return prime properties 
in Pasig to Rose Packing Co. Inc. a 
shuttered company that used to operate 
the country's largest cannery. 

In an order issued Friday, Pasig 
RTC Judge Alfredo Flores ordered 
PClBank, which merged with Equitable 
Banking Corp. in 1999 to form Equi- 
table PCI Bank Inc., to follow a Jan. 9, 
1993, Supreme Court ruling that up- 


held, with finality, Rose Pack's claims 
over two pieces of property in Pasig. 

Businessman Rene Knecht, whose 
family owned Rose Pack, claimed these 
properties were fraudulently attached by 
PCIBank, which was then controlled by 
the Lopez and Gokongwei families. 

Rose Pack is battling to recover 
three properties. Apart from the prop- 
erties in Pasig that it has been allowed 
to reclaim, itis also claiming ownership 
over a 31,000-square-meter property 
covering the entire town of Cainta in 
Rizal, 


The court has ruled against return- 
ing the Cainta property to the com- 
pany, saying it is no longer possible 
despite a 1993 Supreme Court decision 
allowing it 

Rose Pack, however, will now be 
able to seek a writ of possession cover- 
ing the Pasig properties. 

‘Knecht has already tapped auditing 
firm Pinkerton Asia Lid. to assess the 
amount of damages it will claim against 
PClBank as a result of the fraudulent 
attachment of these properties, which 
include the company's factory site. 


He estimated that the claims would 
amount to billions of pesos considering 
the losses his company incurred when 
these properties were taken away forc- 
ibly by the bank 

Rose Pack was the country's sec- 
ond-largest food manufacturer next 
only to multinational firm Del Monte 
Philippines Inc. when its properties and 
production facilities were attached by 
PCIBank in the 1970s. 

The Pasig court ordered the can- 
cellation of the titles of the properties 
in the name of PCIBank in favor of 


Despite gloom, gains seen from bonds 


By CLARISSA S. BATINO 


DESPITE bearish sentiments among 
creditors toward emerging markets, the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas expressed 
confidence yesterday that the national 
government's $500-million global 
bond float would easily fetch $200 
million in additional subscriptions. 

"am confident that there is a good 
chance that there would be an oversub- 
scription,” Bangko Sentral Governor 
Rafael Buenaventura told reporters, 

‘The government will issue $500 
million worth of 10-year global bonds 
in the coming weeks 


a time when many analysts fear that 
‘emerging economies, including the 
Philippines, are showing their first signs 
of weakness since their major crises in 
1997 and 1998, when they were rescued 
by billions of dollars in aid from the i 
ternational financial community. 

Just as the world economy is tail- 
ing off, Argentina, Brazil, Poland and 
Turkey are among the countries begin- 
ning to falter. 

Other regions appear to be on the 
brink, including Asia, which "is once 
again experiencing serious dificul- 
ties," according to Morgan Stanley 
Dean Witter's weekly report. 

Argentina's recurrent difficulties, 


including another denial of resignation 
rumors by Finance Minister Domingo 
Cavallo, put pressure on the currencies 
of southern Latin America on Friday. 

Asia could be the next to be hit, ac- 
cording to international bank Morgan 
‘Stanley Dean Witter. 

"The latest news coming out of Asia 
is simply very bad,” according to the 
bank. 

Exports from the region have col- 
lapsed by up to 23 percent in Taiwan, 
16 percent in the Philippines and 13 
percent in Singapore. 

A banking source said US invest- 
ment bank Credit Suisse First Boston, 
which the Philippine government 


tapped to handle its $500-million bond 
float, was worried it might suffer 
losses from the transaction. 

Spreads on 10-year bonds has wid- 
ened by as much as a percentage point 
following reports that Argentina may 
default on its loans. 

Credit Suisse, according to a person 
familiar with the matter, may ask to re- 
negotiate the pricing of the country’s 
bonds, but Finance Secretary Jose Isidro 
Camacho has said that as far as he is 
concerned, there will be no changes. 

“A lot would really depend on 
"whether or not Argentina defauls. If there 
would be a default. then 1 guess we are 
stuck with $500 million,” Camacho said. 


UNIVERSITY OF ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 
‘COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 


Buenaventura's optimism comes at 
BE BUSINESS-COMPETITIVE 
IN CHINA AND TAIWAN! 

LEARN BUSINESS AND COLLOQUIAL MANDARIN 
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 
Every Monday and Wednesday, 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM 
from August 1 to October 22, 2001 
Fee: P12,000 for Businessmen and 
P8,000 for University Students or Younger. 

‘The University issues Certificates of Attendance or 
Certificates of Proficiency in Basic Mandarin 
depending on student performance. 
REGISTRATION DURING OFFICE HOURS, 

AT THE REGISTRAR'S OFFICE. 

FOR DETAILS, Call 637-4382 or 83 
Ask for Renzi or Corinne 


$200-M bond float 


on track, says Digitel 


DIGITAL Telecommunications Philip- 
pines Inc. said yesterday its $200-mil- 
lion bond flotation was already in its 
documentation stage. 

“Hopefully, the bond float will be 
done before the year ends.” Digitel se- 
nior vice president for legal and imer- 
carrier services William Pamintuan 
said in an interview. 

He said Digitel was confident of the 
bond market's viability, but he stressed 
it was still difficult to make specula- 
tions as of now. 

"The terms of the bonds are good, 
so l think we could sell them,” he added: 
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Digitel has hired ING Barings to 
market the convertible bonds, which 
have a seven-year maturity period and 
a 10-percent interest rate. 

The bond flotation is set to finance 
Digitel's entry into the wireless busi- 
ness by the first quarter of next year. 

Digitel was supposed to start its 
cellular operations this month, but it 
was put off for April or May next year 
because it lacked funds. 

“But we'll already have our soft 
launch in December and we'll be start- 
ing commercial operations by April or 
May next year,” he said. Abigail L. Ho 


Rose Pack. 

It clarified, however, that new titles 
could not be issued under the name of 
Knecht Inc. because the company was 
not a party to the case. 

Knecht Inc. is the holding company 
claiming the assets of Rose Pack, whose 
‘corporate life ceased in 1986. 

"The Rose Pack vs. PCI Bank case 
was among the graft and corruption 
charges that Knecht’s late mother, 
Cristina Bradley, a US citizen, had re- 
quested the US Congress to investigate. 
in 1997. 


In her earlier letter to Texas Rep. 
Lamar Smith on Se 

plained what she believed was the mo- 
tive behind PCIBank's acts against 
Rose Pack. 

Bradley said her problems began 
when the late dictator, Ferdinand 
Marcos, first assumed office in 1966 
and promptly laid the groundwork for 
the dictatorship that ensued when he 
declared Martial Law in 1972. 

She said Marcos used his cohorts in 
PCIBank to grab the operations of 
Rosepack. 


By ELENA R. TORRIJOS 


THE BOARD of Philippine De- 
posit Insurance Corp. yesterday ap- 
proved the recommendation of iis 
management that Urban Bank Inc. 
be rehabilitated under the scheme 
proposed by Export and Industry 
Bank and the National Association 
of Urban Bank and Urbancorp In- 
vestments Inc. Depositors and 
Creditors, or Naud. 

PDIC executive vice president 
Ricardo Tan said a signing of a 
memorandum of agreement be- 
tween PDIC and the EIB-Naud 
group would be held in Malacañang 
this Friday. 

The Monetary Board, the 
policy-making body ofthe Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas, was expected 
yesterday to approve the proposed 
rehabilitation of Urban Bank. 

The management of PDIC last 
month determined that the proposed 
rehabilitation of Urban Bank was vi- 
bl and the bank could be re-opened 
by August with safety to depositors, 
creditors and the general public. 

EIB president Benjamin Castillo 
earlier sid EIB would start servic- 
ing the first tranche of payments 
amounting to P500,000 for each 
deposito or creditor of the Urban 
group next month 

Castillo said EIB would then or- 


PDIC clears Urban 
Bank rehabilitation 


ganize a program schedule for the 
payment of the balance owed to 
around 5,000 depositors and credi- 
tors over a three- to six-year period. 

‘Under the approved rehabilita- 
tion plan, at least 10 percent of the 
deposits and placements of Urban 
Bank and its 40-percent owned in- 
vestment house, Urbancorp, would 
be converted into equity 

EIB would then merge with Ur- 
ban Bank and Urbancorp to create 
an entity with P3.8 billion in capi- 
tal funds. 

Urban Bank, a publicly listed 
company, would be the surviving 
entity, but the name of the bank 
would subsequently be changed to 
Export and Industry Bank. 

As part of its commitment to 
help the bank, PDIC would extend 
P430 million in concessional finan- 
cial assistance to EIB and would 
provide a PI 5-billion standby fa- 
cility at market rates to EIB for any 
unanticipated withdrawals, 

‘Around 5,000 depositors and 
creditors have funds trapped in Ur- 
ban Bank and Urbancorp amount- 
ing to P12 billion. 

‘This is on top of the over P3 bil- 
lion combined funds of the two fi 
nancial institutions’ three largest 
depositors/investors, San Miguel 
Corp., Petron Corp. and Manila 
Electric Co. 


NSC rehab will be fair-Roxas 


MA. FLORDELIS F: AGUENZA 


THOMAS E KRAYENBUEHL 


TRADE Secretary Mar Roxas has assured 
local GI sheet manufacturers that there. 
will be no unfair competition that will 
arise from the entry of new investors to 
cash-strapped National Steel Corp. 

Ina letter to members of the Filipino 
Galvanizers Institute, Roxas said consul- 
tations with industry players would be 
conducted in connection with the planned 
rehabilitation and operation of NSC. 

FGI, consisting of nine GI sheet in- 
dustry players, earlier raised the possi- 
bility of an uneven playing field with 
the entry of a new investor to NSC. 

They even claimed lobbying and 
pressures were already being exerted on 
government agencies to provide for a 
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tariff-free import duty for the new NSC 
investor. 

The incentive was meant to make the 
debt-ridden NSC more palatable for 
new financiers 

In a recent letter to Roxas, FGI presi- 
dent Salvio Perez urged the trade depart- 
‘ment to resist “the pressures and lobbying 
of these parties" for the government to grant 
incentives and perks “as a precondition to 
the award of the right or contract to lease 
‘or operate the NSC facilities.” 

“Any measure of this kind will have 
a negative impact on the competitiveness 
stature of the local galvanizing industry, 
in particular, and Philippine downstream 
steel industries, in general.” 


FGI warned it would "vigorously" 
oppose any grant of tariff protection 
since this was precisely one of the rea- 
sons why NSC failed to raise its com- 
pelitiveness in the wake of globalization. 

“When tariff rates started to go down, 
the company was ill-equipped and ill- 
prepared to remain competitive as it 
could not wean away from the immense 
privileges it used to enjoy,” it said. 

While they agreed that NSC had to 
be rehabilitated, FGI suggested that the 
government choose an investor with 
proven technical and financial capabili- 
ties “and is in a position to infuse the 
capital needed to continuously operate 
the plant of this magnitude.” 
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The eCommerce Training Course 
"EC Best Practices: Building the Future 
July 23-27, 2001 
ACCEED Conference Center 
Makati City, Philippines 


IMF... 


(From page B1) 


But it cautioned: 
“Further steps will be 
needed to put the public 
finances on a sound 
footing.” 

Given high debt lev- 
els, the IMF said it was 
key that deficit targets 
for the whole year be 
met. The report also said 
“speedy action” was 
needed to strengthen the 
banking sector. 

The lender suggested 
the country's central 
bank and the Philippine 
Deposit Insurance Corp 
be given additional au- 
thority to deal with prob- 
Jem banks quickly. 

The IMF said the au- 
ihorities" current mon- 
etary and exchange 
policy was appropriate 
nd welcomed the cen- 
tral bank's intention to 
adopt inflation targeting. 
The Washington-based 
lender said that further 
interest rate cuts should 
be held back until the in- 
flation outlook has im- 
proved. 

Jt said continued 
flexibility in the peso 
and avoiding a decline in 
reserves would also be 
key to reducing the vul- 
nerability of “he 
economy. 

The IMF said the gov- 
ernment had made solid 
progress on structural re- 
forms, but said more 
should be done to further 
efforts on corruption and 
trade liberalization 

The government on 
Monday said it was 
sticking with its full year 
forecast for economic 
growth of 3.3 to 3.8 per- 
cent, with no plans for n 
review of that projection 
until the second quarter 
growth data is released 
in August. AP, Reuters 
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Who Should Attend 
‘eCommerce professionals, policy makers, 
legislators, educators, Chief Information. 
icers, IS/IT Managers, 1T professionals, 
law enforcement personnel, incubators, 
incubatees, start-ups, venture capitalists, 
and those responsible for the development 
and implementation of business 
strategies geared towards eCommerce. 
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What You Will Learn 
* Current and future state of 828, 82C, and 62G 
E RUE Me raining Fee 
* Government/Academe: P1,980 per 
day, or P9,900 for 5-days 
* Corporate Professionals: P3,850 per 
day, or P19,250 for 5-days 
+ Intemational Participants: USS1,200 
‘for Government/ Acodeme for 5-days 
'US$1,980 for Private Corporation 
for 5-doys 
< Discount: 5% for early bird paying 
on or before June 21, 2001 
> Rates are inclusive oft snacks, lunch, 
‘raining kits, and 10%6VAT. 
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* Trends, utitity, and implications on business 
‘and technical benchmarks, international trade 
feciltations an dobligations, bilateral trade, 
‘audit project. project management techniques, 
life cycle of products and services, electronic 
trading, exchange and auction communities. 

© Open, closed networks, and core technologies 
Grdie-to-grave case studies and business models 
And, these indicated in above Training Component. 
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and IT subjects are amongst the US-recognized Certificate Program in UC-Berkeley, UC-Irvine, 
Georgia Institute of Technology, US Intemational University-San Diego, University of New 
Mexico, Arizona stae University, and Electronic Commerce Research Center. 
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Manila subsidized hotel 


THE MANILA Hotel may now have been 
privatized, but apparently it is still Juan de la 
Cruz's money that is keeping the historic hotel 
afloat. 

Some P189 million in loans extended to the 
hotel in 1995 and 1996 by its original owners, 
GSIS, had already ballooned to about P400 mil- 
Tion by end-2000 due to missed payments by its 
present owner, businessman Emilio Yap, accord- 
ing to GSIS documents. 

‘When Yap finally acquired the Manila Hotel 
after a controversial bidding in 1995, the pub- 
lisher-shipping magnate was supposed to have 
paid the Government Service Insurance System 
more than P636 million for 51-percent control 
of the historic hotel. 

Yap actually lost in that bidding, but man- 
aged to disqualify the winning bid of Malaysia's 
Renong Berhad and ITT Sheraton through a con- 
troversial 1997 Supreme Court decision that de- 
clared the Manila Hotel as part of the national 
patrimony and that its sale to a foreign group 
would violate the “Filipino First Policy” en- 
shrined in the Constitution. 

The P189 million in drawdowns were actu- 
ally a series of four medium-term loans, all with 
maturities of five years, and were extended by 
GSIS before Yap actually took management of 
the hotel. 

All carried an identical 16-percent-a-year in 
interest and a two-year grace period, with the first 
two loans of P40 million and P60 million now 
having matured. The third one, a P75-million 
facility, is due end of this month, with the last 
‘one maturing in December. 

‘According to the GSIS grapevine, the secre- 
tive and imperious Yap had resisted making pay- 
ments on the loans. 

“Despite repeated billings, TMHC (The Ma- 
nila Hotel Corp.) has never formally responded 
to our letters nor made any arrangements to up- 
date its account,” said a yearend executive sum- 
mary prepared by the GSIS on the problem ac- 
count. 

Except for the first loan, no principal pay- 
ments had been made on the last three loans since 
they were availed of in 1996. 

Even repeated requests for such basic docu- 
ments as the hotel's annual reports and audited 
financial statements from 1998 onwards had been 
denied to GSIS, despite the fact that the GSIS 
chair and president sit on the Manila Hotel board. 

‘The GSIS representation in the Manila Hotel 
board had been reduced during the Estrada presi- 
dency to only two board members, allegedly be- 
cause of Yap's increased capital call for the 
Manila Hotel that GSIS never subscribed to. 

‘According to the same GSIS documents, Yap 
is counterclaiming P195 million plus interest al- 
legedly due from GSIS as stockholder's equity 
to settle the Manila Hotel's loans. As may be 
concluded from the same documents, GSIS has 
never accepted Yap's claim. A 

Despite the magnitude of the GSIS losses, top 
officials of GSIS have refused to tangle with Yap 


Taiwan denies 
cement dumping 
allegations 


By GIL C. CABACUNGAN JR. 


TAIWAN has denied that it was dumping its 
excess cement into the country, claiming that 
only a small portion of its cement exports 
were being shipped to the Philippines. 

This was disclosed by Taipei Economic 
and Cultural Office director Patrick Tan 
who said that Taiwan cement was not be- 
ing sold in the Philippines at prices lower 
than in Taiwan. 

Tan said the Philippines has enough 
tools to protect its local cement industry 
against dumping such as the Safeguard 
Measures Act as long as they comply with 
the rules of the World Trade Organization. 

Tan said the issue of dumping, which was 
first raised last year, would have been re- 
solved much earlier had Taiwan been a mem- 
ber of the WTO like the Philippines. Taiwan 
is currently applying to join the WTO. 

Taiwan Cement is currently the subject of 
a complaint by the Philippine Cement Manu- 
facturers Corp., which wants the government 
to slap an anti-dumping duty on cement im- 
ports. Philcemcor has accused Taiwan Ce- 
ment of poaching in the local market by un- 
dercutting local players to drive them out of 
business and control the industry. 

However, Taiwan Cement was reportedly 
shipping only 100,000 metric tons a month 
in the Philippines or less than 10 percent 
of total domestic demand, not enough to in- 
fluence prices. 

Napoleon Co, spokesperson for cement 
importers, said Philcemcor, which is domi- 
nated by the Big 4 cement makers (Cemex, 
Blue Circle, La Farge and Holderbank), has 
been using Taiwan Cement as an excuse to 
keep prices of cement high. 

Co said local cement manufacturers were 
exporting their output at P38 per 40-kilo 
bag or more than three times the P130 per 
bag retail price in the local market. He 
noted that before Taiwan Cement started 
shipping to the Philippines, cement prices 
rose 115 percent even though demand was 
declining. He alleged that competition 
posed by Taiwan Cement was the main 
stumbling block for the establishment of a 
local cartel. 

In reply to Philcemcor's claims of mas- 
sive losses from the cement imports, Co 
said the local cement firms managed to gen- 
erate P2.2 billion in operating income even 
though cement imports have increased to 
12.56 percent of the market in 2000 from 
3.84 percent in 1999. Co claimed that the 

dustry would generate between P10 bil 
lion and P14 billion in operating profits this 
year. 


` 


By Victor 
C. Agustin 


because of his alleged “pervasive” influence over 
Malacafiang, the Senate, and even the Court of 
Appeals/Supreme Court circles, according to a 
former GSIS official. 

(One side story of this saga is the recent de- 
parture of former Sen. Ernesto Maceda from 
Yap's pro-government Manila Bulletin. Despite 
having staunchly lobbied for the Manila Hotel 
sale to Yap when he was still Senate President, 
Maceda had to transfer to another newspaper 
after he continued writing pro-Estrada pieces in 
the Bulletin even with Estrada's ouster from 
Malacafiang.) 

In addition to the Manila Hotel and the Bul- 
letin, Yap also controls Philippine President 
Lines, Euro-med, and Philtrust, the thrift bank 
that used to be owned by the Catholic Church. 


eee 


Heard through the grapevine 
THE PHILIPPINE Village Hotel has ran up to more 
than P25 million in unpaid lease to Nayong Pilipino. 

Ditto with neighboring Kamayan Restaurant, 
which has difficulty paying its monthly rent and 
is now being threatened with the cancellation of 
its lease contract by Nayong Pilipino Executive 
Director Charito Planas. 

(Cocktales may be reached by e-mail at 
cocktales_pdi@yahoo.com or 
cocktales_pdi@hatmail.com.) 
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Buy Whitehall products 


using discount coupons 


& get a chance to win a 
Nokia 3310 Cellphone. 


© Napakadaling sumali! 
1. Gupitin ang Clusivol discount coupon sa ibaba. Maaaring 


makakuha ni 
ng Mercury 


dagdag na libreng discount coupons sa lahat 
rugstores at Mercury Drug 2001 calendars. 


2. Gamitin ito sa pagbili ng Clusivol. Maaari lamang sumali 
sa raffle kapag ginamit ang discount coupons. 


3. Hingin ang cash register tape receipt at ilakip ito sa discount coupon. 


4. Isulat ang inyong pangalan, address, telephone number, 
signature at branch na pinagbilhan sa likod ng resibo o coupon. 


5. Ibigay ang coupon at resibo sa authorized Mercury Drug personnel. 
Maaari ka nang manalo ng cellphone! 
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per 15 capsules 
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& P60.00 


per 100 capsules 


Mas malaki ang tsansang manalo dahil kasama rin ang ibang Whitehall products! 


Employees of Mercury Drug, Metro Drug, Metro Pharma, Whitehall ond Whitehall's advertising and promotion agengles, and their relatives, up to.the'second degres 


of consanguinity and affinity, are not qualified to join this promo. Participants can only win once. 


` Visit the Mercury Drug website at www.mercury.com or e-mail us at info@merourydrug.com. 


` Color of celiphone may vary from picture shown. 
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ICTSI set to invest P416M 
to jumpstart Brazil project 


By Doris C. DUMLAO 


PORT operator International Con- 
tainer Terminal Services Inc. is set to 
invest P416 million ($8 million) to 
jumpstart by November this year its 
‘operations in the newly privatized Port 
of Suape in Brazil over a 30-year con- 
cession period. 

ICTSI's wholly owned subsidiary, 
Tecon Suape SA (TSSA), which was 
created to operate and develop the con- 
'ainer terminal at the port, is expected 
1o invest $60 million in equipment and 
facilities over the 30-year period, the 
company disclosed to the Philippine 
Stock Exchange yesterday. 

Suape will be ICTSI's first new 
overseas project after the sale of its in- 
ternational subsidiaries under ICTSI 
International Holdings Corp. to a unit 
of Hong Kong-based Hutchison 
‘Whampoa last month. 

TSSA will invest a total of $13 mil- 
lion in the first year of operations, the 
disclosure said. During the first year, 
TSSA is expected to incur a loss of 
$500,000. 

Based on the bidding guidelines for 
the port, the minimum price was set at 
$50 million for a period of 30 years, 

ind called for another $40 million to 
be invested in the new terminal, 

The disclosure specified that TSSA 
was obligated to pay'the Suape Port 


an annual fixed fee of approximately 
$1.55 million and variable fee of $25, 
$7.50 and $15 per full, empty and 
transshipped TEU (iwenty-foot 
equivalent units), 

“The container terminal has two 
660-meter berths, a 23.5-meler con- 
crete apron, and 27 hectares of yard 
area. Expansion is possible on 330 
meters of existing quay line and 13 
hectares of yard,” the disclosure said. 

Suape is a stale company wholly 
owned by the State of Pernambuco. 
‘The concession was awarded to ICTSI 
‘on May 5 after a public bidding. Suape 
was established in 1978 as an indus- 
trial development zone covering 
13,500 hectares and located 40 kilome- 
lers south of Recife, Pernambuco's 
state capital 

Suape's 51-foot deep waters allow 
large ships to berth on the South 
American east coast, a vital junction 
between the US to Europe routes. 

‘The privatization of the Suape Port 
is the state government's latest attempt 
to trim down port costs and perk up 
intemal competition. The state govern- 
ment has so far invested $200 million 
in the port. 

Under the concession, the state re- 
mains the owner of the port, whose 
operations, however, are transferred to 
a private operator for a specified pe- 
riod of time, Among the advantages of 


to the government during the term of 
the concession and allows private capi- 
tal investment in cranes and berths. 
International Finance Corp.. the in- 
vestment arm of the World Bank, is 
providing financial assistance to earry 


out market, economic, financial and 
technical reforms and to assist in as- 
sessing the legal matters necessary to 
develop the privatization of the Suape 
port's container terminal under a long- 
term lease contract. 
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URBANCORP Realty Developers Inc. denied it 
had any information that could explain the increase 
in its share price that rose from P0.21 to P0.31 per 
share. 
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ELECTED directors of Alcorn Gold Resources 
Corp. were Luis Co Chi Kiat, Eduardo Hernandez, 
Estelito Mendoza, Lucio Co, Robert Cokeng, 
Leonardo Dayao and Ponciano Mathay. 
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Asia Food Inc. and Silver 
Swan Manufacturing 
Co. Compiled by Maricar 
D. Tolosa, PDI Research 
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Cooperative Bank of Misamis Oriental 
Cagayan de Oro, Misamis Oriental 


‘The main index closed 
down 7.73 points, or 0.55 
percent. at 1,397.66 
points. Tumover reached 
P447.42 million, up 
slightly from P346.199. 
million on Monday. 
However, a signifi- 


Outstanding Thrift Bank cant chunk of the tum- 


First Consolidated Bank, Inc. quer wes scconnted for 


large cross transac- 
Tagbilaran City, Bohol tion of 234.600 Globe 
Telecom shares worth 
P152.S million 

"There was some 
light profit taking with 
people selling into re- 
Cent strength,” Eagle Eq- 
uities president Joey 
Roxas said. 

He added some fur- 
ther weakness in the 
peso might have also un- 
dermined sentiment. 

Roxas said without 

iny new leads to inspire, 

the main index was 
likely to consolidate 
around current levels for 
the next two days, 

Lim said with the in- 
dex ending below the 
psychological support 
level of 1.400 points and 
no pases on the horic 
zon. it was likely to post 
Farther downside on 
Wednesday. — Reuters 
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` Vehicle sales down 14.8% 


By Git, C. CABACUNGAN JR. 


“INQUIRER MONITOR 
nian each eek somes 


cted growth of RP exports & imports 


| (2001 to 2002, in percent) have kept buyers out of dealer 


showrooms in the first half this year. 
THE AUTOMOTIVE industry is Commercial vehicle sales slipped 
bound for another setback this year — 7.3 percent to 24,329 units in the first 
as sales of passenger cars and com- half this year from 26.259 units a 
mercial vehicles fell by 14.8 percent year ago. Due to resilient demand for 
in the first six months this year. Asian utility vehicles enabled com- 
The Chamber of Automotive mercial vehicles to comer 69 percent 
Manufacturers ofthe Philippines Inc. of total industry sales. 
reported that sales reached only Passenger car sales crashed 27.6 
35,379 units from January to June percent to 11,050 units in the first 
this year, lower than the 41,523 units six months this year from 15,264 
sold riod last year. units a year ago. 
“sizes qp eor Toyota Motor Phiippines Cap, AUTOMOTIVE indus facing another reversal 
mance dampened hopes of the in- maintained its lead in a shrinking Corp. wassecond witha marketshare third with a 13.8-percent s 
3: urn 001 io sont pc dustry for a recovery Sales are un- market with a 24.S-percent market of 21.1 percent with 7,473 units sold (he imet win 4559 imp 
"cures: aalan Development Bari, "Atem Development Outlook 2001 likely to match lst year'ssales. Sales share with 8,652 units sold in the in the first six months. Its AUV bet, Isuzu Philippines Corp. was fourth 
PHILIPPINE rado figuras showed dectning imports last year atwbuted to | rose 128 percent to 83949 units last first six months. The best-selling “he Adventure, sold 2,589 unitsinthe with an 11 3-percent market share 
“weak comastcdemanc” But he Aslan Development Bank expected imports 19 | year from 74414 units in 1999. Toyota Tamaraw FX and Revo first half and sales are expected to with 4,171 units sold. The Nissan 
lect by a slowdown m ine economy of e United States where almost S9 | A slump in production plus weak models accounted for more than improve in the second half this year group sold a combined 4,006 units 
percent of Philippine exports go. | consumer sentiment due to the Half of its sales. with the introduction of anew model. im the first half for an 11.3-percent 
Mitsubishi Motors Philippines Honda Cars Philippines Inc. was market share. e 
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the govemment’s 10-percent stake in Manila l 7 


Maricar D. Tolosa, PDI Research | shaky political and security issues 


Gov’t studies 
options for 
Meralco stake 


By ELENA R. TORRIJOS 


‘THE FINANCE department has asked the In- 


Electric Co, 

In an interview Friday, Finance Secretary Jose 
Isidro Camacho said that IHAP's proposal to list 
warrants for the government's shares in the elec- 
tric company could not be considered a divest- 
‘ment, Share warrants are rights to the shares of 
a certain company at a future date. 

“I want to reflect it as a sale,” Camacho said 
on the privatization move. 

Under the IHAP proposal there will still be 
the risk that the government will not be able to 
dispose of its stake in Meralco assuming certain 
conditions, such as the price of the issue, were 
not met, 

The finance secretary said that the sale of the 
Meralco stake and the rehabilitation of Philip- 
pine National Bank were two of the most im- 
portant activities he intended to complete this 
year. 

The government expects to raise P4 billion 
to P6 billion from the sale of its interest in the 
utility company which, it hopes, will help con- 
tain the country's budget deficit to P145 billion 
this year. 

Earlier, Camacho said the government was 
considering either a secondary placement or a 
put and call option as a means of disposing the 
government's Meralco stake. 

Several foreign investment banks have made 
separate proposals to the government on how to 
dispose of the government's Meralco stake 
through private placements. 

Publicly listed Meralco, controlled by the 
Lopez family, is the country's biggest private dis- 
tributor of electricity. 


Equitable is SSS’ 
depository bank 


THE MONETARY Board has approved the ap- 
pointment of Equitable PCI Bank as the Social 


Join the BSA Assistance in Software Auditing Program (ASAP), 
and get a *Clean Bill of Software Health." 


Security System s depository bank. SSS, a finan- 
cial giant with resources of P181.7 billion and 
23 million members, requires extensive banking 
services. 

SSS chair and president Vitaliano N. Nafiagas 
1 said: "We have chosen financial institution that 
has both the strong resources and the capability 
to service our various requirements.” 

Equitable PCI Bank president Deog:racias N. 
Vistan welcomed this development as a strong 
testimonial of the bank's quality service and re- 
liability, and its strong relationship with the SSS. 
‘The SSS is a major shareholder of Equitable PCI 
Bank owning a 22-percent stake. Nafiagas said 
the SSS would fully support the bank in attain- 
ing its goals. 

By availing itself of Equitable PCI Bank's 
services, SSS will enjoy the convenience, speed 
and accessibility offered by the bank's wide ar- 
ray of products and services that include elec- 
tronic banking 

Equitable PCI Bank has established lead- 
ership positions in various businesses includ- 
ing corporate banking, commercial banking, 
trust banking, remittances (Express Padala), 
leasing and finance (PCI Leasing & Finance, 

investment banking (PCI Capital 

and credit cards (Equitable 
CardNetwork). The country's third largest 
bank has likewise received numerous best 
bank awards from various international finan- 


If your company is using illegal software, you 
face the risk of being raided. And if convicted, you 
could spend up to 9 years in prison and pay fines 
of up to P1.5 million. The damage to your business 
and reputation can be serious, perhaps, irreparable. 


Don't wait until it is too late. Join BSA’s 
Assistance in Software Auditing Program (ASAP). 


ASAP is endorsed and supported by the 
Information Technology and E-Commerce Council 
(ITECO), the highest ICT policy-making body in the 
Philippines. 


To register your interest, just complete the ASAP 
reply form that your company will be receiving 
through the mail along with other materials pertaining 
to the program. If you have not received any letter 
from BSA so far, call the BSA ASAP Hotline at 
893-7354 or log on to www.bsa.org/philippines. 


Reply forms must be returned by mail at P.O. 
Box 3335 MCPO Makati, Metro Manila or by 
fax at 891-3431 on or before August 31, 2001 for 
your company to be eligible for the program. 
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Gov't warned of massive | RFM sets up escrow 


fund 


layoff in cement industry |. pessem 


said on Monday it was setting up 68 percent of its current obligations 
an escrow fund, which it would use as a result of the sale income. 
THE LABOR force of the cement ment Workers Union, Apo Cemco- hearing on July 5, only importers and not expected to rise substantial to meet outstanding paymentstoits He added that the remaining $18 


industry has warned of a massive ALU and Solid Cement Labor Union. traders masquerading as consumers or — The workers trooped to the De- | bondholders. 


i > So far, they said, more than 23.400 contractors opposed the cement partment of Trade and Industry on In a disclosure to the Philippine able amount that will be mainl 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo to step in = Been affected directly by the import measures. tariff shield that the industry was | its unit REM Capital Ld. have as- He said the repayment plan for 
and stop cement imports from fur- surge from Taiwan, Japan and Indone- The workers said the "aggressive seeking. sured bondholders that all outstand- 

ther destroying the local industry sia, which forced the industry tocut by invasion of foreigners through the — They were joined by hundreds of | ing obligations would be met. 


through unfair competition and half s capacity. The share of imports dumping of their excess cement here people fom al walks of ie pol 


E ly P2 to PS lower than imposed not on retail prices but on added that these middlemen | sai 
cal cement out of the market, about reri price of fy m ‘on retail prices but on the They added that these middle: d. 


operative Inc., Davao Bacnotan Ce- That is why, the unions said ata Ket since the cost of importation was world 


Under the escrow fund pro- ers and they expect to successfully 
price undercutting, in the total market rose steadily from was the downside of globalization and cians from various affected municipali- | posal, proceeds from the recent sale conclude very soon a mutually ben- 

In their letter-appeal to the Presi- 1.5 percent in 1998 to 24 percent as of should be checked by increasing the tes, executives whose companies ser- | of its shares in Consumer Sayings eficial arrangement and timetable. 
dent and to Trade and Industry Sec- June this year. tariff on cement by 50 percent. vice the requirements of the cement | Bank, and semiconductor unit PSi Last Friday, the company de. 
retary Mar Roxas I, several labor — The unions also said that “consum- The cement industry earlier said the industry and residents of areas that | Technology Holdings, as well asits ferred a quarterly payment of cash 
Union groups said that if cement “rs do not benefit from the import provisional tariff should not resultin have prospered and are now suffering | tuna fish brand, would be allocated dividends for its preferred shares 
import would continue edging lo. suse because retail prices of imported higher real prices because it would be with he cement companies to the bondholders, RFM Corp. while re-negotiating with bond- 


retail price of local cement. Only the — landed cost of imports. The tariff, it and foreign interests have virtually no It said the sale proceeds should — In May, it defaulted on the re- 
50,000 more workers and their importers and middlemen profit from added, would only eat into the “im- stake in the county unlike the local | total around $38 million with out- epe payment of RFM 
families would likely lose their jobs the surge because while they bring in moral margins," of the middlemen. companies that generate jobs and had | standing bond payment obligations Capital's convertible bonds, citing 
and source of livelihood. imported cement at P92 per bag, they The cement industry has also explained invested in the pest few years more | amounting to $56 million. a temporary cash flow mismatch. 
"These labor groups include Alsons sell it at P137, or at an exorbitant P45 hat even with a SO-percent tariff, im- tham $2 billion to make the local indus- RFM chief financial officer 
Cement Employees Multi-Purpose Co- profit margi ported cement will remain in the mar- try one of the most modern in the | Meldin Al G. Roy said the com- at P2.08 yesterday. Reuters 


to pay bonds 


million "should be a very manage- 


the remaining $18 million was be- 
ing worked out with the bondhold- 


holders that it failed to pay in May. 


REM Corp. was down 2 centavos 


Andale! Andale! Andale nang kumuha ng loan ngayon! | 


Makakautang ka ng mula Napakadali ng requirements! Mga kailangan sa 
P15,000 hanggang P400,000!*  . Gross monthly pagkuha ng tseke 

* Quick cash loans! income of P12,500 * Certificate of Employment 
* 48-hour approvals! * Atleast 3 years at residence + 2-months Payslip 

+ No collaterals! + At least 3 years at current job * Utility bill 


* Subject to credit approval. For more information, * Atleast 23 years old + Valid I.D. with picture 
visit or call our branch office nearest you. 


Ganoon kabilis at ganoon kadali! 
Kaya pumunta ka na sa pinakamalapit na Associates office dahil andale, andale, andale! 


The new Associates branch at Calamba is now open. 
Call or visit us today! 


Associates Finance, Inc. Consumer Loans Centers: R 

CAINTA: CEBU: IMUS: SAN PABLO: N 
GF Rublou Business Contor, G/F OLS Bullding, GI tano Bult $5 Riza Avenue, 

Ortigas Avenue Exiension, © — 343 Gorordo Aveñus cor. Rosal SL,  Nueno Bouievar San Patio Ciy 

Cainta, Aizal Lahug, Cebu City Imus, Cavite Tel. No.: (049) 562-6874 /2 


Tel. No.: 656-6838 Tel. No.: (032) 231-5856 Tel. No.: (046) 472-1449 


"V CALAMBA: CUBAO: MAKATI: TAFT: ——— 
National Highway, Bray. Res — 242 P. Tuazon Boulevard SOC Palanca Sus Taan Tart fen Sa Bilis at D: 
Daamen, Ac Legaspi visge Mats ty Eremia: tania o r Ael 
Tel. No.; (049) 545-9021 Tel. No.: 421-0910 Tel. No.: 864-8222 Tel. No.: 525-7790 'analong-panalo Ka! 


aye to 


M. East 
seen as big 
tuna mart 


DAVAO CITY—The Department of Trade and 
Industry is eyeing the Middle East as a potential 
Pl-billion market for domestic tuna products. 

DTI director for Southern Mindanao Merly 
Cruz said the trade department was actively push- 
ing for the adoption of an executive order to in- 
stitutionalize the “roving halal inspectors” in the 
country. 

"Our products are not yet accepted in the in- 
ternational Muslim community," she said. 

She said all the products thal the country ex- 
ports to Islamic countries were being sent back 
with the note to have them inspected by an Imam 
or Muslim leaders. 

“The EO will set up requirements for compa- 
nies so when their products are finished, they are 
already in accordance with the halal,” she said. 

Cruz said the trade department would ensure 
that the criteria would be in line with the require- 
ments of the international community. Joel B. 
Escovilla, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Workshop for SMEs 
IN CONNECTION with the forthcoming celebration 
of the Small and Medium Enterprises Development 
Week on July 16 to 20 at the Philippine Trade Train- 
ir, the SMED Council will hold a series of 
ar-workshops designed to further strengthen 
the capability and competitiveness of small and me- 
dium enterprises in the country. 

“Trade Secretary Mar Roxas said the seminars and 
workshops would equip our SMEs with the knowl- 
edge and skills that would enable them to create more 
jobs, generate greater incomes and export earnings, 
and prepare them to compete. 

"This year's SMED Week theme is "Economic. 
Progress through Small and Medium Enterprises.” 
with simultaneous celebrations at the regional level 
à be spearheaded by provincial SME development 
council. 

Forum on technologies 
A FORUM that will promote the various government 
programs on enterprise development in support of the 
government's anti-poverty program is sated on July 
18-20, 2001 at the Philippine Trade Training Center 
along Roxas Blvd. in Pasay City. 

AL the Manila Forum on Technologies and Fi- 
mancing for Livelihood and Entrepreneurial Projects 
of Cooperatives, Micro, Cottage, SMEs and Starting 
Businessmen, resource persons from different gov 
emmen agencies will orient participants with the 
investment opportunities, technologies, training pro- 
grams, and financial schemes available to them in 
their quest to stant or expand livelihood projects in 
their communities 

‘There will also be a mini bank fair and an exhibit 
of products and services where developmental agen- 
cies, financing institutions and companies with new 
technologies will conduct one-on-one business clin- 
ics a their booths. 


Money remittance service accord 
‘THE INTERNATIONAL Exchange Bank (iBank) 
and Permit Inc. recently entered into a Money Re- 
miuance Service Agreement for fast and safe money 
delivery to designated beneficiaries in the Philip- 
pines 

iRemit Inc. is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
iVantage Corp primarily engaged in servicing the 
money remittance needs of Filipino Overseas Con- 
tract Workers (FOCWs) to their loved ones in the 
Philippines. 

iBank branches will serve as remittance payment 
centers to beneficiaries of iRemit nationwide. The 
remittance payments will be via iRemit checks 
encashable at any iBank's branch, real-time credit to 
account and pick-up of remittance proceeds from any 
iBank branch within 1 hour from time of remittance 
abroad. 

Alchemy summit 

A UNIQUE opportunity awaits business people from 
private corporations, government institutions and 
prospective entrepreneurs as marketing partners on 
July 19. 

Information Management Research Co., the 
world's leader in integrating unstructured data, will 
be presenting the latest business solutions using in- 
formation technology in a one-day summit at the 
Edsa Shangri-la Hotel 

To be presented will be lending edge technolo- 
gies in Remote Document Capture, Business Process 
Management, API Integration and New Alchemy 
Premium as well as new features in Alchemy release 
7, Scan2, Data Grabber, Alchemy Webserver 7 and 
Alchemy XMI. 

These technologies will be offered in the Philip- 
pines at very competitive costs to enable local com- 
panies to reduce their business costs, increase pro- 
ductivity and effectively compete in today's global 
marketplace. 

, 
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BUSINESS — Jb 
BSP says peso forecast of foreign banks ‘farfetched’ 


By CLARISSA country's short-term “If the public wants our CRPPs (currency themat 54.50,"thecen- said, was a facility that nooilcompany orlarge A tader from a for- caused by lingering un, 
S. BATINO debts that were almost to believe Barclays that risk protection pro- tral bank chief said. could accommodate importer has bought eign bankssaidthe peso certainties on the 
double than BSP's ver- the peso would hit 60, gram) forwardsbecause The currency for- thosewhowere bearish dollarsthroughthe BSP fell because of mild Rpcace-and-order situa? 
AS THE peso fell six sion. then they should buy we could sell dollars to ward, Buenaventura on the peso. However, facility. supply problems still tion. 
centavos to 52.95 to $1 
yesterday, the Bangko 
‘of some foreign banks - . = 
maus Experience the Power of Living God/ 
‘coming months was far- 
fetched. 
“I don't see any of 
these happening, I think 
it is more likely to im- 
BSP Governor Rafael 
Buenaventura said. 
He said he believed 
closer to 50 by year’s 
end. 
At least two foreign 
banks have laid out their 
‘bets against the peso on 
the table. An economist 
of Standard Charted 
Bank had said the local 
ciate to 55 to $1 in the 
next three months. 
Barclays Capital had 
said the peso could dip 
to 60 to a greenback in 
the next six to 12 months 
because the country was 
not eaming enough dol- 
lars from exports and in- 
‘vestments to pay off im- 
ports and debts. 
The peso hit a record 
intra-day low of 55.75 
to $1 and a closing low 
of 54.79 to $1 during 
deis 
Estrada administration. 
meant the local cur- 


SOULS ‘Seuss Conference: Sept. 26-27 / 9 AM / PICC 


historic low. 


quieres EZE E=. Crusade: Sept. 27-29 / 6 PM / Luneta Park 
pue oon = TEN xs EET 


He said Barclays was 
siill insisting on its com- 
putation of the 


At the University of Santo Tomas Hospital, 
. "Modern" and "Advanced" are words that 
f "accurately describe our Cardiovascular 


=== 7" Catheterization and Intervention Unit. 


We believe in the marriage of medical 
expertise and technology. Our doctors and 
patient care support staff are able to deliver 
the best medical service to you and your 
loved ones through the use of the latest 
equipment that technology can offer. Our 
Cardiovascular Catheterization and 
Intervention Unit is equipped with the state- 
of-the-art Philips Integris Allura imaging 
system allowing our doctors to provide 
highly accurate diagnosis to help you get 
better. 


España, Manila 


For further information, please call 749-9787 or visit www.usthospital.com 
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RATES 
P230 per column centimeter P65 per line 


(AI prices eremie ar F-VAT) 
DEADLINES 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 


The Widest Reaching Classifieds 


Mondays to Saturdays Sundays 
12:00 noon 12:00 noon 
Day before publication every Thursday 


PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE 
SERVICES FOR SALE 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 


GENERAL 
ITEMS FOR SALE 


[mw © [77 man 


IETIBUT! 630.70 corner Blumentrit 
MUR ROS ae PrO — F.Hueras 4202008 Brito 
Mar 82pm DA. GATAN n 

PROVINCUL 


GEN, SANTOS CITY 


BEACH LINE 8 HAS. LOT 
Comm! Indust 554-6185 


eal) Ortigas 1-3BR Sale/ R 


t 
321825 0917-7914366 


AT Land Survey / PST Hse 
Pian Bldg, Permit 7282605 


[eem 


We Build Houses 4178012 izal Vil, HAL or Lot Only 


Call 534-6610 Jojo 


FACIAL SKINCARE Bel Ar Bes. RKWL 560m? 
Training/ Workshop 22M 4121825 09177914366 


2936031 LAOI OR BONIGI en 
W E MANDALUYONG 1 

E wammass 73 4 e 
oie: ‘Mand, 234m* New Call 532-3936 


BE SLIM 2443937 
' MaRa 77 

Lose Weight Safely 8976068 — mmm -—— 

Slimming Program 521-9683 “rind bnew br 2M 9487112 


Cm >J El 


La 


Worde 2 30R dear 17M 
MARRIAGE Den 4121825 09177914386 
ANNULMENT 

Professional Consultant = 
532-4993 5212077 "Quezon mY 7] 


pee 
[wig emp 
Cait S roov 


80% 0rg09197957919Jessa 
AL Baer QC 1300 wise Rollin 


New Mia L625 V Lot Neu Mia 
ASK JAMES WF 24 HAS SERVICES x 
ee 1280 28try Cal 928-1469 


PEU Caritan, dan, duan, aomi 


BIOL MALE GENES Los vagus so POM 
pur Stan Logoa Hea Sab rat 


Escort Masseur Vinz 8513462 Novaliches 3607 79358850 


\ViP-WF-6312379 09199691771 Set Townhse Well Maintain 
oe PSM Only + 828-3267 
E wanuta 


Shoehom Pro.8, QC 203m* 
D'Mllenium MF T-9347633  — 2Sly watic' 926-3267 


| asna a 


A LOTS 240, prt 
LA Luz 5268216770 P3800" per square meter 


House and Lot 112 m2 


arso PTS tgs Ciy Com 
Ee eee tact CESAR 727-1270 local 


Enea 
ss 


E mamas 73 


Scorplon Massg 4372542 


Ë ` HouseHow soss 

à CanyonWoods Bingas 7.5M 
owning neg0917-8143782 
BEST MAID 711160277115090 


Efficient, Trained Mails 
873-5271 * 873-5062 


NoDP.2850/mo 09195898014 


* ANNIVERSARY PROMO + 

Lowest Office Fat 

Prov'l & City All Around — A=847 Dart Paco 7401083 
Maids (eo ir oar espana mia, 


Ula Nationale cm No Titoq 20m Portage 
scans ete aS PAN Call 025-0018 


Tape: 873-1433 73-7055 
eden FF wma 777] 


Help Agency 6326376/5321847 
ASSET 
Home Mald Specialist uU Lu 
LLLA / 4123009 pra 


Maids Drivers 3864375 4128599 


27" IPT BAHAY Í Exec Hearts Brgy Sunval 
eara S] pies Sah ee 


L-BAHAY 9206784 4540520 unen 732 


- -—1 


"CHEAP LBAHAY 92604246 
0m'Nviches Cal 4186212 


L-BAHAY 8385742/6447699 
Capitol Homes ac 


LBAHAY 7113649 5518m Cal 0919-4227684 
Nr. Balor SFOM a 4460 
L-BAHAY 712-16-92 Vot wranco 826-3267 


LIPAT BAHAY T13-0876/16-8177 


LIPAT BAYAY 624-1227 


480m FOLIAGE corronwos 
*LIPAT«731-8833 19110565 09170303972 


500m" TAGAYTAY CITY 
PI0T/m' T- (04644314830 


Val, City 300m 1. 7Mner 
0817:3784608 1292-6001 Myrte 


CONDO/TWNHSE/APT 
pes | 


CASIMIRO 
TOWNHOMES 


Habay, Bacoor, Cavite 
metr SM Bacoor 


Initial DP: P 18,000, 


WESTVILLE 
HOMES 
Ligas, Bacoor, Cavite 
Initial DP: P 15,000 
VILLA FELIZA 
HOMES 
Alabang Zapote Rd., 
Las Piñas City 
Initial DP: P 28.000 


FORTE REALTY 
2F Princess Bldg, Esteban St, 
Legaspi Vilago, Mala Ciy 
8718318 8107297 
8727608 8152144 
8295081 810-7183 


forterealtyQskylnet.net 


EZ w — 


Antel, Platinum 
p 


E wa 221 


Annapolis Ghitis w/View 
SBR / STB nice * 928-3287 


Antel Seaview Roxas Blvd 
Stud 22M terms ok 928-3267 


Ë wanwa "J 


Mand. Condo So! PL M 52-806 


No Down Payment 
PresellnoRenty 30% D.P. 
fr Megamal/ Shangri-La 

cal 04288 018301710 Dulee 


Push! Pioneer Highlands 
28R3.8MD8009178143792 


Various Wack? Condos 
Lee Gardens 534-6610 Jojo 


Wack* Royal Mansion Stu- 
dio P1.5M 633-760103 


rw] 
SOMERSET Condo (Pasay) 
EE 
Sv vay cen ri om. 


Lasalle; 2 9M (Ne ue 
Welcome call Rolly T#522- 


16887 or 522-1638 
E nsa 7 


Cisanta 2BR 42M Rush! 
412-1828 + 0917-781 4366 


Ortigas $-1238R SYrs 0% 
Int, 1671-2049 « 671-0651 


Rush! Renalssance 2000 
DBO 2brs2tb 09178143792. 


Ë wama ^ 


Crowna88 Pnihse 3M Rush 
Th fir 3.5M m 
152-6001 * 091 


OPEN HOUSE TILL SUNDAY 
SOT lip 3yrs 09% Int 12-18T. 
Im 10-20%dp Inhsa nr UP 
PSBA bank hosp w/ Ange- 
hod conis” collton 
MoversDevsiig utu] 
4210734 / 1350 / 9120876 


Sale or Ren! @ 30T 
Narra His 3BA 412-1625 


SALERENT 2-3BA TERMS 
AFFORDABLE T414-0573 


Sikatuna 466m" cor 80M 
Rizal 4DRADL 351M 23M. 
Tall Mrs Camacho 9215479 


‘Sora 3BR+ md 2T8 P2 SM 
2ogrge DBO 0917-8143792 


NL 


Woodside NMla 915.5177 
Montgomery Nr. St. Lukes 


W'hse 4 Sale/Rent 1000m° 
Call 534- 


ECIJA 114H 0017-4695869 
—— 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 


[una | 
p 
‘bad Santos 1277816319 
E wmm 73 
205 Spk Perez 7401083 

DI mn = 
SANLO 3BR 520804848 


CZ me 73 


MANAN 
Tictade,Paransque 
‘Bedrooms, ‘Tolle & Bath- 
room. Office. room garage, 
Yar le and nowy ete 
ed. Call VICKY 
EDGAR onday - Saturday 
between 
lm ee) 457-6120 


FI wam 7 


BSA Mansion Studio Type 
10T Cal 751-8342 


BSA TWR 1BR FF 30T Bnew 
412-1825 ; 0917-7914386" 


KWOOD Muti 3BR3T8 maid 
qr pig 207 8996632 Irene 


Rockwell 35T S3sqm 10 
915-8177 * 0917-9325440 


Pioneer Highlands - Studio 
Unt 43sqm 815-0298 


Eomae J 


B'NEW Thso 38R3TB wiattic 
wi terace 2 car ge w 
sm Gm Honts” Subd. 
Sucat T7293757-59 (Mhel) 


g= =: 


ORTIGAS CNTR 88m? BR 
207 Semi-lur 412-1825 


Renaissance 2000 Brand New 
FF wing Cal 6992118716 


[m] 
(6 498 ao 82-0955 Ne 


Tifany Mansion 28h 25T 
Imo. FF No Pkg 815-0298 


‘Along, Mia. East Rd. 
Soome Call 658-211516 


Comi Space 200m" nr QC 
Hall 7922-4183 ; 922-4150 
Lot Ang aly, Salt Ra, 
1.0 to 40 Call 058-2015716 


OFC SPACE ANGONO COR 
HORMIGA, MAKATI BESIDE 
CITYHALL 15T/mo 8103019 


Ortigas Ole 30 100-1200 
Sale Mont 412-1825 


2 Lady West Ava 3T 4123048 


Ideal 4 Dance Promo/Res 
wb ctn Proj 942-0612 


205sqm Grd Fir - Ortigas 
Improved wieze 815- 


FLOORS CON L APT 3612663 
GF Ayala Aw. 818-1696 


MALATE OFFICES 5268048 
P. TAMO 8525295 5479610 


‘TRANSPORTATION 
FOR SALE 
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BMW 3201 92i Sun roof, 
Con. 20540 BBSIB car 
phone stereo wass, tube 
i0. SOOWatts, fl M3 kt 
SSTkm, beige 751-2849 


96 HOM VTI T 8071506 


"99 Honda Sr Fid, Sep, tns 
TE Mags, Subs, Cal 256018 


F s 


94Grace210T/98Grace280T 
‘Grace 340T 1581s 3303315 


c= 


Besta P240T Neg. 
671-3535 © 733-2007 
Cell. 0917-8472716 


EL wu J 
"BS M. BENZ ZTE AT S06 
98 MB1000 3957 390-3315 

£ MWasumsu b | 
*85 Lancer GLX 5323936 
36 Sentra 1887 0017-8158618 


E wm "J 


96 Toyota XL (Red)Mlioage 
‘6TKm 220T 534-6610 Jojo 


97CROWN ROYALE 
Saloon PBTOT Nog A1 Cond 
Tel. 9220329 «4337772 


TRANSPORTATION 


L300 VV (Roger) 578-8917 
WB 100 Van 643-7397 


STAREX L3 912180977268908 


18% Fast Car Loan 8T 
2% wo taking car 3670169 
2% wo taking car 7282780 
2% wloeking Car 7221021 
2% whoTaking Car 3732003 
2 waking Car 3648920 


GENERAL 
ITEMS FOR SALE 


OTT MALE CHAMPS GRAND 
PUPS 3ma PBT neg 835-4071 


‘lard Table Manis Top Accept 
ard 207 257 & 30T 761-9453 


B Table Brew. waccessores 
*8020566/014494« 


Imported Billard 227, 35T 
complete aces, 8618714 to 
7 8613123 / 8613125 


STRIKEMASTER 
‘Bowling & Billiards 
Sales & Rentals T-9341569 


B/SELL FUL PD EDUC PLAN 
7137204«09177939632 


BUYING ROLEX 


High Price "CAS 
CALL” 09178142309/7289687 


Buy / Sell / Pawn / Repair 


ROLEX 


Tel 804-0484 » 834-2886 


BuyPawn Diamonds 18342886 


WE BUY 


OLD 
HIGHEST PRICE 


CAlL:3c0002 


Acan, tHPYG-TonCopyerig 
chntedesk 0917-4685860 


ID strap LogoPin 656-8605, 


SNUGCART CHEQUECART 
lor. Passhook ` printers 
#8208220 M-F Sam-Apm: 
#8431143 M-Th Bam-Spm 


Exp. Tax! Driver 635-3509 


"Cook 1Yaya 726-1266 


Baby Sitter, Domestic 
Helper, Private Nurse T-303- 
9476/562-3962 


F-Escort 1277-05080 18-23 


IS Aeelg Grad, stayin 
S'Lady 9114699/911535% 


Wanted! 
‘SECRETARIAL CLERKS 
ACCOUNTING CLERKS 
Apply at New Leviton 
Harare: No. 162 Aurora 
Bhd. cor A. Juan st. San 
Juan Metro Manila 

Tel nos: 7248583 7251114 


ayaH.MaidsiInt'i 
ook Pan Conk té 


Accounting major Marna 
area 6818696 or 6818071 


BARMAIDWAITRESS HRM 
lera BF Homes Pque 8423020 


CARE GIVER T6280722 


DENTAL Assistant 9162923 
6480302 Urgent Pasig 


OFC STAFF 9134470 JELLY 
OFC STAFF 9134470 Joyce 

OFC STAFF 9134470 REY 
SOFC STAFF*0194470 Aye 
OFF, CLERK 713-6116 Lat 
OFF, STAFF 718-6116 Dong 


OFFICE CLERKOATA ENCODER 


AVAILABLE FROM 830-830 A 


SALES REPRESENTATIVE 
MARKETING | GRADUATE 
CALL 879-2030 


Spv. Sac Les Roy 7136116 


THAILAND CAMPUS 


Gemological Institute of America 


Learn the principles of quality Jewelry Design 
from the world's 41 gemological institute 


Jewelry Design Class 


Step-by-Step, Develop the skills needed to 
create and illustrate designs for a variety of jewelry 
in full color and fine detail 
NO artistic training or experience required 
Next Jewelry Design Class starts July 30, 2001 


GIA Thailand Campus 
Tel: (662) 237-9575 to 77 Fax: (662) 236-9829 
giathai@ksc15.th.com www.giathailand.com 


ELLWAY. 
SMMANLA — - SMSOUTHMALL 
SMFAIRVIEW ` VIRRAMALL 


IMMEDL HIRI 
SALES ASSOCIATES (10) 
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PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR RESUME 
RTW 4 Tiange Bazar 3738821 W/ 22 PICTURE AT: 


Work From Home 8837903 UG27 CITYLAND CONDO B. 


98 SEN GIL PUYAT AVE, MAKATI CITY 


toute heat [ ATTENTION FARMERS 
sly ete bn h & ENTREPRENEURS 


as per Dor. #971 Paget’ | Gasendo Technologies USA can convert 

Not, Pub. Lic. Roten — | your discarded coconut husks, rice husks, 

Dea Paz Poliuy a118 | banana stalks, bagasse, drift woods, other 
8. 209 fuels into valuable fertilizer, table salt, 

—— | slectricity, chemicals, other products and 

Hates It meny pere [ byproducis. interested ` parties 

fhe estate ofthe at Pull) Ü Contact GTUSA, Box 1031 Monterey Park, 

sauocaly semed byms | California 91754 

fete on March 1, 400 Telephone (323) 266-2677 

Socios Sors oi 2001 nii gasendo@ aolcom 

bel Not. Pubie Atiy. Lucia 

Lwas-Yutok. 0 Pasig CIV 
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NOTICE OF LOSS REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
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Had occi 
the name of Dra. Desiree F. pa 
mamos aa Di re 
ra uM (gett lend pret St 
PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH JRRMMC RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ACCEPTOR 
Oh, St. Joseph. whose pro- REJECT ANY BID, WAIVE ANY INFORMALITY OR 
tection is so great, so. pus DEFECT AND ACCEPT ANY BID WHICH IS MOST 

EODEM EE t p 

placo in you a wy (Sgd.) MA, ALICIA M. LIM, M.D, 

‘Joseph, do assist me by your MIN Cone) 
seer ee 
prid 
Eu 
cpu = 
power, | may offer my thanks- Nee rane eee 
vies 

ing ol faihers. Oh, Si. v [| movimonoo- tay s mpemantng poet unde 
pes, you, and Jesus asi (ECHO) entitled: “Relief and Humanitarian Operations in 

in your arms; | dare not ra Support of the Returnaes, Displaced by the Insurgency in 
‘proach while He reposesnéar [| mne Province of Lanao dei Norte, Mindanao, Phippines: 
eeu 
Duet | mosscrireciomiuztoaoouoczn 
the Kiss when | draw my dy- INVITATION TO BID FOR 
P 
Spes sous beim | Sagrera impute 
F pomena toning | yeroen pocuvents 
fite year of Our Lord and lender dossiers avatable for colection a 
avout danua Cm nios | Tu anos doses avaiable orotectin atoning 
Emperor Charles when he was GSIS Post Office, Carmen 9000 Cagayan de Oro City 
going Into battle. Whoever Tel/Fax:+63-63-341-5753; Cell 00917-7416322/ 
‘shall read this prayer or hear 9500173; E-mall movifl@iligan. wabiing.com 
imaman mms Ñ paine ron SUBMISSION OF TENDERS 
Sat ohn me erat | enna 0 en secre 
A | renoen open session 
or shall gA On August 13,2001 at 10,00 amat Movimondo Field Olic. 
Topa mn Ln pra oe 
Say for nine mornings for any- 9500173; E-mait movili@ ligan.webling,com 
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Republic of the Philippines 


rā @ SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 


East Ave., Dillman, Quezon Clly 
Tel. Nos. (632) 920-6401 * (632) 920-6446 
E-mail: sssemail@info.com.ph * Web site http:/www-sss.gov.ph 


REGULAR INCOME OPPORTUNITIES... 
Visit the SSS website for Bid Invitations 


a, 

INVITATION TO BiD 1 <a. THE RISE E-COMMERCE SYSTEMS 
rmmemememereeeeeee|| `x e CONSUMERS EMPOWERMENT 
Pt aa | T A 5 PROGRARI 

Niyta Soil ala IV INCREA ic YOUR PURCHASING 


The scope of work covers civil, architectural, electrical, fi 
mechanical, sanitary, landscaping and other miscellaneous works 
POWER AND HAVE REGULAR INCOME THROUGH MUTUAL SHARING... 
PLUS READY ACCESS TO. 


to complete the project. Prospective bidders should have valid license 
and classification issued by the Philippine Contractor Accreditation Ñ 
Board (PCAB) Including registration and classification of contractors 
for government infrastructure. REGULAR TRAININGS IN YOUR DESIGNATED BUSINESS CENTER 
1. PCAB License ry’ @ GLOBAL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES AND INCOME GENERATING PROJECTS 
ae ene OTHER BENEFITS THROUGH CONTINUOUS LINKAGES AND COOPERATION 
List of pre-qualification requirements must be obtained from the Í 
PBAC Secretariat, 6th Floor, SSS Main Building, East Avenue, Diliman, AND WE AKING IT EVEN MORE ACCESSIBLE BY SE 
Quezon City with telephone numbers 922-2991 and 920-6401 local BUSINESS CENTERS NEAREST YOU. 


2. PCAB Registration. 
2379/2380, upon presentation of letter of intent and/or original and 
Call or visit them (here is the partial list of our CENTERS): 


(y 


RISEE-COMMERCE 
SYSTEMS 


your 

career 
off 
the 

ground. 


JOBMarket 


www jobmarketolin eom. 


- Category "AA" General Building 


valid license, size/range and kind of project issued by PCAB. The 
deadline of submission of pre-qualifcation documents is on 18 July 
2001, at the same address. 

The SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM reserves the right to reject any 
or all bids without offering any reason, to waive any formality or Ë 
technicality, and to award to any bidder whose proposal is deemed [ 
most advantageous to the System. The SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 
neither assumes any obligation for any loss whatsoever that may be || 
incurred by the bidders in the preparation of their respective bids, nor 
does the System guarantee that an award will be made, 


(Sgd.) HORACIO T. TEMPLO 
Executive Vice-President 
& Chairman, Pre-qualfication, - = 
Bidding & Award Commitee EL Aptcarts or Busiooss ens & Sub- Carter — 
‘RSE GROUP OF COMPANES m Sula 190, T, Galaria Corts Cent, Ortigas Compas, Pag Cy, | 
| Telnet Con p29 0010:212-129, E mat: rope 
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INQuIRER CLASSIFIEDS 
Aurora branch is now open to serve your 
Classified Ads requirements. 
For inquiries, 
please call 421-1420 or 421-0343. 


Philippine Fast Fery Corporation 
VALUED SUPERCAT PASSENGERS: 


FOLLOWING A SERIES OF FUEL PRICE INCREASES, AND AFTER ABSORBING CONSIDERABLE 
LOSSESS RESULTING FROM THE SAID INCREASES, WE HAVE RESORTED TO ADJUSTING OUR 
RATES IN ORDER FOR US TO SUSTAIN OUR OPERATIONS. 


AMINIMAL 5% ADJUSTMENT HAS BEEN INCLUDED IN THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE RATES EFFECTIVE 
JULY 26, 2001 


Cebu - Ormoc P 
Cebu - Tagbilaran 

Cebu - Dumaguete 

Cebu - Dapitan 

Cebu - Larena 

Tagbilaran - Dumaguete 
Tagbilaran - Dapitan 
Tagbilaran - Larena 
Dumaguete - Dapitan 335.00 
Dumaguete - Larena 150.00 


OURCONTINUED COMMITMENT TO PROVIDE YOU WITH THE BEST IN COMFORT AND SAFETY COMES 
WITH EVERY MOVE WE MAKE. 


THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED PATRONAGE. 
PHILIPPINE FAST FERRY CORPORATION - SUPERCAT 


430.00 
340.00 
450.00 
785.00 
600.00 
370.00 
630.00 
495.00 
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By BONG BARRAMEDA 


‘National Power Corporation Y 
Generation Company 1 


INVITATION TO PREQUALIFY AND TO BID 
(PQ0301RCC-002) 

The GENCO-t Rosina Conirecıs Comme (RCC) s vig eoriraclors to remy 
‘and to bid for the SUPPLY OF ONE (1) SERVICE ENGINEER FOR THE ASSESSMENT |i 
SnD PERFORMANCE TEST OF TWO INDUCED DRAFT FANS (DFs), TWO FORCED | 
DRAFT FANS (FOF) AND TWO PRIMARY AIR FANS (PAF =] OF BATANGAS COAL- | 
FIRED THERMAL POWER PLANT UNIT NO. 1 


For your Classified Ads 
requirements, call our 
| Classifieds Advertising Hotlines: 


HEAD OFFICE 


897-8808 loc. 514, 516 
899-4425, 897-2535 
897-8425 (Telefax) 


CUBAO 


421-0343 (Aurora) 
912-9008 to 11 (Ali Mali) 


MAKATI 


892-5578, 811-4361 
811-4370 


KALAW 
528-0213, 527-3342 


MEGAMALL 
635-0219, 635-0220 


On the button 


Q. Why do men button from the right, women from the 
len? 


A. Custom. Men usually dressed themselves, and because 
most men are right-handed, buttoning from the right made 
sense. Also, Jong before the pistol or revolver were 
invented, the weapon carried by men was the sword or 
saber, the scabbard hanging from the belt on the left side. 
In order that the coats or jackets they wore could easily 
be unbuttoned by the left hand and allow the right hand to 
unsheathe the sword freely and easily, their apparel should 
be buttoned on the right, On the other hand, women who 
could afford the expensive buttons of the day were more 
often dressed by maids, and maids found it easier to work 
from their right, the wearer's left. Tailors complied, and 
the convention stuck, 


For the Record. Buuons did not originate as clothes fasteners. 
‘They were decorative, jewelry-like disks sewn on men's and women's 
clothing. The earliest types date from about 2000 B.C. and were 
unearthed at archeological digs in the Indus Valley in Southern 
Asia. It was only in the 13th century that the modern, functional 
button was invented in Europe. 


Take a Tip. Got a grense stain on your dress? Rub chalk on 
the grease spot, let it absorb the oil, then brush off. If the stain 
lingers, rub chalk into it again before laundering. 


WORD WATCH 


Tisa : from the Spanish rizu, "chalk." 


Applicaton lor prequallication is open to al local fims who have completed at least f 
tuo sorvice convacs ot major fans o! Coal-Fired Thermal Power Panis wih a capacity 


Bot not less than 3006W. 


Prequalication Forms shal be available for issuance staring July 4 to 17, 2001 at Í 
the Contracts Management Oce (CMO). 3rd Floor. NPC GENCO-1 Bulng, 161 Bontacio 
Dive. Port Area. Mania. Applicants shali be issued Prequallicaton Form upon presentaton Í 
ol orignal copy o! the sppicants DTI andlor SEC Corticate, together with he Letier of 
Intent and payment cl @non-efundable foe o! Two Hundred Pesos (P200.00) per copy 
For purposes of prequalication and bidding activites, the following schedule wi be 
observes! 
* Submission of Prequalification 
Documents 
* ssusnco of Bid Documents 


- duly 20,2001 -8:00 AM 105.00 PM 
‘August 01, 2001 - 8:00 AM lo 500 PM 
reid Conference ` August 03, 2001 ` 10.00 AM 
Í Submission and Opening of Bids ` August 14, 2001 - 10:00AM 
The NPC reserves the right to reject any or all bids without ollaring any tenson; waive 
any requiro formaty eroin and to maka an award to the Liddor whose proposal ls tho 
most advaniagoous fo the Corporation. Tho NPC assumos no obligation io componse 
orindomnly the Bidder tor any expenses or loss that may ba ncurred In tho preparations 
^l bids, nor doos It guaran thal an award wil be mado. 
(Sq) LORNAT. DY 
Dapariment Manager, Professional Sarvicon 
And hain, ROC. 
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OBITUARIES 


RATE 
P230 per column centimeter 
CAN prices enchisive of VAT) 


DEADLINE 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Monday to Sunday 

12:00 noon - 
Day before publication 


“Father, into Your hands I commend my spirit.” 
Luke 23:46 


LUIS B. POLO, JR. 


of San Jose, Camarines Sur and Naga 
Peacefully joined our Lord on 09 July 2001 at the age of 85. 


His bereaved wife Tomasita; children Floranie and Monico Jacob, Lily Ann, Luis III and 
Emily Fuentebella, Wynne Rose and Alfonso de Guzman; grandchildren Angel, Mikel and 
Rhea, Raffa, Laila, Isis, Luigi, Franco and Iñaki; great grandchildren Arielle and Kayla 
Louise; sisters, brother, in-laws, nephews, nieces, other relatives and friends request the pious 
reader to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 

His remains lie in state at the Santuario de San Jose Parish Hall, Greenhills East, Mandaluyong 


* 


TA 


Pa 


iy 
MANUEL R. CASAL (Sculptor) % 
June 10, 825-19, 201 I 

His loving wife Aurita; children Lito, Ronnie, Joey, Jamin, Ricky, Bambi, Nancy and i] 


His remains lie in state at the Christ The King Church in Green Meadows, Quezon City. 
Interment will be on Friday, July 13, 2001 after the 9:00 a.m. Mass at the Mandaluyong 


Cemetery. Mandaluyong Cit. ‘ 
AN 


City. 


Interment will be on Saturday, July 14, 2001 at the Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina City after 


the 9:00 a.m. Mass at the Santuario de San Jose. 
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Iam the way, the truth and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me. 


John 14:6 


KHO LIONG PU 


Died peacefilly in the Grace of our Lord on July 6, 2001 at the age of 78 
‘We join his bereaved family, wife STU TIOK: children Joseph & Tina, 
Marcos & Helen, Tony, Benny & Marian, Jimmy & Lot 
Sandra, Victor & Carel, and Vicky: grandchildren, brothers, sisters, in-laws, 
reves, Bicis. zd ous ades inher prayers for the temu] pose of his soul 
His mins l in st at the Felicidad Chapel, Arlington Memoriu! Chapels, 
Aramata Avenue, Quezon Ciy. 
Iremen wl be a 8 
‘Memorial Park, Dasmariñas, Cavite. 


darkness 
letthe 
light 
shine! 
Genesis 1 
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An obituary with a picture can be a fitting tribute to your departed loved one. 
INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


Always caring... 
DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT * 


For the needs of your departed Loved Ones the following establishments can help you. 


326 hana etr son Cay 
ARLINGTON EAST 
Raymundo St. co Mercedes Are. San Nig Pasig Cy 
Tus 147889 147 00 - t 1-700 
CAPITOL MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC. 
"EOS. arare vr, Cuzon Giy 
T 9322008 782 1085 
Cenu ROLLING HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC. 
[s 
AS Fonuna sron Brio ana CN Cae 
COSMOPOLITAN FUNERAL HOMES, INC. 
at Lao. Camu Cay as 230072, 230-162 
‘COSMOPOLITAN FUNERAL HOMES, INC. 
Tamua E cor Abad Gne Davea Gay 
X 2271201 2271228. 


12 Bayon SL Gaas Quezon 
‘ie am 81 SOR TOS 
DALLUAY MEMORIAL SERVICES 


Ta 07,22 3005. eB 1088: 
founzazasie penzezo%e 
‘DON BOSCO CHAPELS 
Pasay Pos Manan Cry Sot SEED 
‘DULCE MEMORIAL SERVICES 
ausa fc Swa Aa cor Depa SL 
Mor vs, 

Tue Tia HS att 
FLORESCO FUNERAL HOME 
219e lina S: Cremoor vaoo uero Marta 
LI ITI 


DEATH ANNIVERSARY «+ 


FUNERARIA PANGILINAN 
Sioto ea P Boge S: Laram Se Angee Oy 
Tes DESNE AA OS ESO 
wes apos 

om Nola? Perg Boomers Caen Prog Cy 
M Asa Paros. Mayo Monts 
Imm 77 d 
MOLY TRINITY MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
MR Pausa Om wa Es 11 RIS ts 
A FUNERARIA LAWRENCE BAQUIRAN 
TEL Caso S: vem ese SZ 
1 7222730 Censos ONT SES 
ons cran Pel? Ous Oy He SES 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: © Copy of Death Certificate 
MESSAGE OF THANKS * 


Jat Feat. 73227. 
1A FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 
M30 Arta js 9 Kaye S Cunt Or 


LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 
7amagotan Pa Bago Oy T (0) dee 387 
TGYOLA MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
EDSA cor Bamana S: Guscsupa, Makas Cay 


MARIAN MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
Marce nay Aracoo Rus, 
Jet os 36 C2209 8620710 
MT SINAI MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
Je a r a 
NIG Waren torvo uer ON 


WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS 
and bank-to-bank payments 


© Any identification document (L.D.) 
FREE OBIT DESIGN 


‘Guna Rang es Grae m iari 
Taner faciei Om Te ¿35932 
URL FUNERAL HOMES 
‘ga Canarana Si- Paav iy Toss 621-1204 
Tac Greens Mavazuyo Coy 
ST. ALPHONSUS MARY DE LIOURI PARISH 
L LM 


REQUIEMS 


ST. MARK MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
"us 10078 OTE 
sr. PETER FUNERAL HOMES. 
"258 Cuero Ara. Ousson my 
“ns 3723092 410.928607 
VERONICA MEMORIAL HOMES 
Osca NS Venus SIT ona S Pasay Cty 
"ue EDT SS bt 7946 TOT OAS 


People, Events e Products 


UNIQUE OLD MANILA AMBIENCE BY THE BAY 
Filipino regional cuisine and fresh seafood are the specialty 
at Pantalan Restaurant located at the Luneta Park, overlooking 
Manila Bay. Built like an old Manila mansion with half-painted 
stone walls, Pantalan has a boardwalk, the open-air section 
with a view of Manila Bay that most diners prefer, specially 
in the breezy evenings. The restaurant has an air-conditioned 
dining area and accepts functions for special occasions as 
well. 


P&G DONATES TO PNRC 

Procter & Gamble (P&G) recently donated over P1 million worth of 
Safeguard and other products to the Philippine National Red Cross 
(PNRC) for the Mayon volcano victims. Shown during the turnover 
rites are (from left) PNRC governor Mario Nery; PNRO secretary 
general Lourdes R. Loyola; P&G director of external relations and 
general counsel for Asean, Australia and India (AAI) lawyer Ed 
Imperial; P&G finance director, market and customer operations (AAI) 
Ysmael Baysa; and Ma. Celeste Mutue, P&G associate finance 

rector. 


24 
& J midwives award €< 22 
en «Clips, 


‘THE NATIONWIDE search for the country's excep- 
tional midwives is now on with the launching of the 8th 

Johnson & Johnson Outstanding Midwives Award of the 

Philippines. Organized by the Integrated Midwives Association of the 
Philippines (Imap) Inc. and supported by the Johnson & Johnson affiliate 
companies, the award program was launched recently at the DOH with Dr. 
Manuel M. Dayrit as guest of honor. Nomination forms midwives award are 
available at the Imap Metro Manila headquarters, regional and local chap- 
ters, as well as from Perceptions Inc. at the third floor of Fortune Office 
Building, 160 Legaspi Street, Legaspi Village, Makati City. Completed 
forms should be submitted to imap local chapter by July 15 or to the Imap 
national headquarters by July 31. Ten winners will be awarded during the 
Imap National Convention to be held in Batac, Ilocos Norte in October. For 
more information, call Imap at (02) 724-4849 or Robert Po of Perceptions at 
(02)891-3556/3485/3396. 


Customer contact World 2001 


THE CUSTOMER Contact World Conference and trade exhibit to be held 
July 11 to 13 at the Shangri-La Makati Hotel in Makati City promises to 
demonstrate how business leaders and entrepreneurs alike stand to gain 
increased profitability and better customer loyalty through the use of 
integrated information and channels. Organized by the Australian media 
solutions firm Terrapin, Customer Contact World is the Philippines’ only 
customer relationship management and call center event that promises 
attendees from all sectors of business the opportunity to learn the newest 
techniques in customer management. All Asia Customer Services Inc. 
(ACS) is the event's official call center. Interested conference attendees 
and exhibitors may call Creative Answers Consultancy at 256-8354 or 
0919-3419824 for registration details. 


Paco new CDI Sakata Inx president 


THE CDI Sakata Inx Corp. board of directors is 
pleased to announce the appointment of Bernar- 
dino C. Paco as its company president. Paco has 
had extensive experience expanding nearly four 
decades in CDI Sakata. Prior to this new appoint- 
‘ment, he was the executive vice president and chief 
‘operating officer. Having joined CDI Sakata as print- 
ing ink technologist, Paco rose from the ranks to 
assume various positions in plant operations, mar- 
keting and general management. He is credited with 
having steered the export sales of various printing 
inks, metal coatings and glass enamel to the People's Republic of China, 
Vietnam, Indonesia, Thailand and other Asian countries. He has been the 
president of various industry organizations. 


3-Day Sale Storm at Sta. Lucia 


STA. LUCIA East Grand Mall again holds the three-day Sale Storm on 
July 13 to 15. A rain of discounts will come pouring in at the mall's 
specialty and boutiques, SLE Department Store, Home Gallery, Super- 
market, SLE Essentials and Planet Toys. Dive into piles of fashionable 
items, homewares and gifts galore as discount drizzles of up to 50 
Percent on selected items mall-wide happen. Shop with no limits, as 
you buy more, the more chances you have of winning any of the five 
Ericsson cellphones at stake. 


PACO 


Z i - 
JONES, LANG LASALLE EXEC AT SIRCRO MEET 
Monique Pronove, associate director of international realty firm 
Jones, Lang LaSalle, discussed "The Asian Markets: Concerns, 
Prospects and Unique Solutions” during the recent meeting of 
The Society of Realtors (Sircro) at the 26th floor of Ayala Tower 
One. She is shown receiving a gift of appreciation from president 
Arnold Canaria (Filinvest Industrial), flanked by Eric Soriano 
(ERA Phil.) and Andrew Birch (Arthur Andersen-Australia). 
Sircro, founded in 1980, is a limited membership guild of top 
realty professionals in the field of commercial, industrial and 
residential developments. 


NOT ME Vus 


XENICAL SYMPOSIUM 

Roche Phils. Inc. recently held a symposium "Lose weight. Gain life. , 
The Xenical Difference." The event capped the weight loss drug's second ' 
year in the country. Xenical is the first and only non-systemically acting « 
weight management agent that has continually proven to promote ' 
significant weight loss and maintenance, and to Improve associated ; 
health risks. Since its introduction, Xenical has more than 8.5 million 
patient treatments worldwide. The symposium, which presented new , 
data on Xenical and testimonials from Xenical users, was held at the 
Manila Hotel. Shown were (from right) guest speakers Dr. Arthur. 
Campfield, president of the North American Association for the study of = 
‘overweight and obesity; Dr. Rosa Allyn Sy, Philippine Association for 
the Study of Overweight and Obesity vice president; Dr. May Donato 
Tan, cardiologist; and Dr. Elizabeth Paz Pacheco, endocrinologist, 
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How to negotiate with your boss z 


By ERNIE O. CECILIA 


HAVE you ever tried negotiating with your boss 
regarding your performance appraisal, salary in- 
crease, promotion, or other career matters? Did 
you sense that the playing field was not exactly 
level? Did you wish you had a better preparation 
before you negotiated with your boss? 

Negotiating skill is one of the most important com- 
petencies of the global Pinoy in the new economy. 
‘The career-oriented person will always need this 
unique and essential skill as he negotiates through 
his carer life. Truly, one of the most difficult negoti- 
ating situations is when you face your boss. 

Here is Negotiation 101 for the yuppies and 
umppies of the new workplace: 

|. Choose your own battleground. Engage only 

in wars worth fighting for and those you can win. 
Choose the issues worth negotiating for. Give 
your boss little victories by obeying him and hav- 
ing his way. But on issues where your career is at 
stake, never waver-— negotiate with your boss. 

2. Believe in your cause and stand for it. Make. 
sure you believe in your cause before you face your 
boss. If you are halfhearted about it, forget it. Once 
you take issue at anything worth negotiating for, 
go for it all the way. 


ception is reality. You are not remembered by 
what you did but by what your boss thinks you 
did. Be quick to correct wrong impressions or 
perceptions of your boss. Nothing beats present- 
ing facts and figures on your performance. Third 
party commendations and other documents help 
create the right perception. Be perceptive about 
how you are perceived by your boss. 

12, Never depend on fuck. Bad luck is an ex- 
cuse for failure. Preparation, hard work, tenacity, 
and positive attitude will make you win. The fanny 
thing is that when you have all these, you tend to 
be lucky, too. 

13. Press for victory, but be ready for stale- 
mate. You negotiate for a purpose. Press for 
achievement of that purpose, but don't be too 
stubborn. Be prepared for a stalemate. It is not 
defeat but a postponement of victory, if you know 
how to deal your cards right. 

14, You are responsible for your own future. 
No one, much less your boss, can do for you what 
you neglect to do for yourself. You can't blame 
anybody else for your State of affairs. Use others, 
including your boss, to get to where you want to 
be. In the end, you are responsible for yourself. 

15, Don't make an enemy out of your boss. 


3. Set reasonably 
high negotiation goals. 
Superficial goals lead to 
superficial results. The 
funny thing about 
goals is that when you 
put your heart into 
ihem, you usually 
achieve them. Make 
megotiation worth your 
while by setting high 
but reasonably achiev- 
able goals. After nego- 
ating, don't have the 
-should-have-asked- 
for-more" feeling. 

4, Start with agree- 
ments; never rush into 
confrontations. When 
you face your boss at 
the negotiating table, 
start with agreements. 
Do not rush into issues 
that will make the boss 
confrontational and 
adversarial. Have more 
common ground before 

iscussing differences. 

5. Get your facts 
right; don't rely on 
hearsay Information is 
power—have it and use. 
it. If you don't have. 
your facts right, you 
could be blown into 
smithereens when the 
boss presents his facts- 
based arguments. Do a 
thorough research, get 
documents, ask’ the: 
people who know, in- 
vestigate and never 
Tely on hearsay. 

6. Focus on opportu- 
nities, not on problems, 
When discussing is- 
sues, focus more on so- 
lutions and opportuni- 
ties. If you agree that 
there is a problem, 
quickly shift discussion 
to possible solutions 
and opportunities. Pre- 
sent studied and well 
thought of solutions. 
Don’t pretend to have 
all the solutions. Never 
offer solutions where 
there are no problems. 

7. In a negotiation, 
asking the right ques- 
tions is very important. 
Ask the wrong ques- 
tions and you'll get the 
Wrong answers. Wrong 
questions lead to wrong 
answers. I've seen 
people ask silly ques- 
tions for which they 
"were not ready with a 
retort from the other 
side. Moreover, bosses 
don’t savor being inter- 
rogated, so be careful 
when asking questions. 

8. Quick decisions 
are not always the best 
decisions. You don’t 
have to give your deci- 
sion right away, if you 
are not sure. Sue for time 
and study your posi- 
tion and that of your 
boss. When you resume 
discussion, you are bet- 
ter prepared with your 
decision. When you are. 
pressured to decide 
Tight there and then, 
chances are you can't 
make the best decisions. 

9. If you lose your 
nerve, you'll lose the 
game, In negotiating, 
composure is very im- 
portant. When you lose 
it, you'll lose focus and 
your chance to achieve 
your negotiating goal. 
Moreover, it is never 
wise to lose your tem- 
per or your nerve when 
the boss is on the other 
side of the table. 

10, Don’t compro- 
mise—adapt. When you 
have differences, the 
path to least resistance 
Ís to compromise, In- 
stead of compromising, 
stop a while and think of 
alternatives closer to 
your goals. Adapt to 
‘what the boss suggests 
and repackage it. A com- 
promise might not sound 
foo much of a win-win 
situation. 

11, The boss’ per- 


PACIFIC 
INTERNET 


Courtesy, warmth and honesty can captivate 
even the most oppressive foe. Never antagonize 
your boss. If you are right, you don't have to. If 
you are wrong, you can't afford to. Afler the ne- 
gotiation, you will have to work with each other. 
Here's a friendly advice—take care of your boss 
now, the next could be worse. 

If you want to survive, or even succeed, in the 
new workplace, learn to negotiate your way 
through the corporate ladder. Your boss could 
be your best instrument in moving up the ladder. 
He could also be your worst stumbling block. 
‘The bad news is that he is your boss. The good 
news is that you can negotiate with your boss if 
you know how. In fact, you should lea to man- 
age your boss as well. 

(The author is president and CEO of EC Busi- 
ness Solutions and Career Center. His books “How 
to Get a Job.” “How to Keep Your Job" and "99 
Common Blunders in Negotiation" are available 
at National Bookstore, Powerbooks and Book- 
mark. E-mail comments and reactions 10 
emice@edsamail com ph. Watch out for the People 
at Work Live! Seminars on “Negotiating Skills" 
to be conducted by Ernie Cecilia in August. Call 
Rochelle at 8978808 loc. 554 for details.) 
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“I got fired through e-mail’ 


By Resty S. ODON 


T WAS a baptism of fire 
like no other—getting 
fired thefirsttimein your 
first job. Talkaboutreal world 
as the toughest university. 
Thad applied fora writing job in 
a Makati-based firm and I was one 
of the few who made it. The exams 
were tough, the toughest I've ever 
taken in my entire life, but I enjoyed 
them immensely for the test items 
were stuff | was sort of born into: 
spelling, grammar and vocabulary, 
geography, reading comprehension, 
memory assessment and writing. 
Batches and batches of hopefuls, 
from fresh grads to fortysomethings, 
took the battery of tests, but most of 
them went home crestfallen. As forme, 
1knew I was gonna make it because Í 
‘was a despicable nerd who treated 
information trivia like they were God's 
word. Luckily, I also passed the inter- 
view in spite of myself. 
And so one day, I found myself 
listening to our lady boss together 


with two Ateneo grads, a Univer- 
sity of Hawaii English major of Fili- 


pino descent (what was she d 
ing here, with our unem- ` 
ployment rate?) and an ea 


timidating professional 
writer from a local 
magazine. They all 
spoke straight En- 
glish and the last per- 
son knew how to speak 
Japanese, having 
recently studied 

Japan. Coming 
from UP Baguio 
with a plebeian 
background, I felt 
like the proverbial 
square peg in a 
round hole. 

But who cared? I needed this job 
so much. I was tired of living like a 
parasite and this was my chance to 
move up the food chain. And so 1 
enjoyed it as much as I could, not- 
withstanding all the attendant faux 
pas. I felt like I was living in the 
States. (The department would later 
‘come to be known as the English 


POSTCARDS mom THE 
ORPORATE EDGE. 


Channel, owing to the preponder- 
ance of people working there who 
only spoke straight English, what 
with an American CEO al- 

ways doing the rounds.) 
1 enjoyed a LAN-ed 
workenvironment with 
aGothic motif. Cool, 

1 knew I was home. 
Receiving memos and 
notes from our boss via 
the computer 
excited me no 
end. We used 
software that 
Was so user- 

friendly. 

We trainees 
were promised 
six months of 
training and a litany of benefits that 
would make my mother happy. The 
‘word “training” forme was a period of 
Jeaming and so I wasn’t afraid to make 
mistakes. However, “training” to them 
‘meant an extension of the exams. It 
was inevitable, therefore, for me to re- 
ceive one morning in my computer a 
mail titled “Regret.” lt started off with 


“Lregret to inform you that...” Ithit me. 
like a stun gun. It was at least hours 
before I got back to my senses. 

‘After only a month of training, I 
got fired via the computer, via the 
Tocal area network I was boasting to 
my cousins at home about. The im- 
personality of the electronic slap 
hurt the most. All around me that 
day, there was only silence but in 
my mind, I could hear a megaphone 
announcing my dispensability, tell- 
ing me to get out and get out quick. 

1 walked out of the danged place 
with almost nary a goodbye to my 
batch mates. Soon, I felt cold with 
the mere mention of high tech for [ 
blamed it for relegating me once 
again to parasitic status. 

‘That was about seven years ago 
but still, things haven't changed 
much. Through the years, I would 
witness around me the popularity of 
“casualized” labor, union busting, 
and other sophisticated strategies 
to tell lowly employees how dis- 
pensable they are while deftly ex- 
ploring the loopholes of the law to 
come up with a pathetically con- 


running a 
business. 
Ifthisis 
what they 
call real 
world, I 
should 
have 
stayed a 
student 
forever 
where the 


manity in 
the modem 

workplace? 

Did we shape our tools in order for 
these to shape us thereafter, like one 
philosopher said? 

My former boss fired me in my 
first job could have told me the plain 
truth early on. More importantly, she 
should have delivered her message 
of termination personally. Maybe, 


ILLUSTRATION BY STEPH BRAVO 


she thought the impersonality of a 
computer would lessen the sting, 
but she was dead wrong. Instead, 
she gave me my first taste of the Real 
World: A might whack on my newly 
grad butt 

(E-mail contributions to Post- 
cards to rreyes@inquirer.com.ph.) 
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2bU! fastbreaks to this year's 
UAAP basketball season and 
scores with features on the 
teams, the heartthrobs, the 
coaches and even the fans 


Cacao m 
top UAAP playere 


By JULES ALCANTARA 


PHOTOS BY ROMY HOMILLADA 
can only surmise that this 


[Ër was a tall order (excuse 
il the pun) to gather all of 
them at one table and 
keep them seated. Recently, 
2bU! had dinner with some 
of the top UAAP 


resulted in a lackluster a: 
pointing finish in last year’ 


fun. The players were all rela 
CONVERSATI 


image from being congenial to being 
tough and mysterious players? One 


due to last year's media hype which 


All in all, the dinner was a lot of 


For feedback or suggestions ls 2buGinquier.comph. 
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Back-To-Back! 


Love is in the air at the 
Robinsons Malls as Alpha. 
Records unveils two of it's 

`, latest singing finds. 

\ July 8, Sunday 4PM, 
Fountain Area 
‘Robinsons Place Imus. 
July 35, Sunday 4PM 
Adivity Area, 
Robinsons Place Novaliches 
[july 21, Saturday apm 
Fountain Area. 
Robinsons Galleria 
‘August Saturday, 4PM 
Orsa Airi 


could be Robinsons Place Manila 


ind disap- 
s season. 


axed, laid- 


ION/ P.C4 


players in the 
country. It was a 
blessing then that 
National Sports 
Grill washugeand 
spaciousand there 
was enough leg 
room (not to men- 
tion high ceiling) 
for the stiff neck- 
inducing players. 

Initially, we thought 
they would be uncom- 
fortable with one an- 
other. Itis hard to be con- 
genial with a bunch of 
brawny players, espe- 
cially if you will be bang- 
ing and bruising each 
other in a few days. But 
there was a lot of good- 
natured ribbing amongst 
themas they shared pizza 
and pasta, Ren Ren 


1: Ritualo (DLSU), Miko 


` Roldan (FEU) and Mike 
Bravo (UP), who used to 
be teammates way back 
in high school, kept all 
of us entertained with 
their funny comments 
Prompted by Yasmine 
Hidalgo of Pinoycentral, 
the whole group began 
to address Miko as Mr. 
Action Star, in reference 
to his movie-star looks. 
By nights end, we had 
discovered that Mike 
was an expert on skin 
‘care. Alfie Grijaldo (NU) 
was the first to arrive, as 
usual, Mark Abadia 
(Adamson) was excite- 
ment personified. Paul 
Aradi (UE) was quiet 
yetconfident, 
UST could not send 
a representative since 
ihe pictorial and 
interview coincided 
with the Tigers’ team- 
building ` seminar. 
Ateneo did not also send 
a representative since 
their coach insisted that 
if they were to be 
featured, it had to be the 
whole team and not just 
one player. It is interest- 
ing to note that the Blue 
Eagles is exerting effort 
in keeping to a mini- 
mum all their media-re- 
lated activities such as 
granting interviews, etc. 
Could it be perhaps that 
they are changing their 
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y modelling and networking 
A Projects stressed me out to the point that | 
| waslosngALOT of hair, facesse thinning 
and falling plus stunted hair growth made 
limp with less volum 

LUI sobald ick vey nsec 
ii ss motel, Lhaveto maintain my | 

and that iticludeseviffg healthy hairz: 
feams but they only gave 
ven ignificant results. | didn É 
want to go on like this forever so | went to 
Svenson International for my hair-loss 

problem. 


"The consultant recommended 
Svenson's specialized hair recovery 
treatments, including Tricho-DHT Inhibitor. 
Asa result, falling hair has decreased, my 

` hair is much thicker, and there is real hair 
regrowth with longer-lasting results! If | 
didn’t go to Svenson, my problem would 
still go on and would become even worse. 
I'm relieved that Svenson recovered the 
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| 64TH UAAP: An all-out war 


By LESMES SOLANOY AND 
JASMINE PAYO 


ANOTHER war is about to break 
loose. On July 14, eight teams will 
start the battle for collegiate basket- 
ball supremacy as the 64th season 
ofthe UAAP unfolds. Amid the deaf- 

- ening cheers and the exciting drama, 
the color and the riveting action, 
these teams will be slugging it out 
not only for the much-coveted bas- 
ketball crown, but also more impor- 
tantly for school glory. 


Adamson University 

Placing dead last the past UAAP 
season, the Adamson Falcons had a 
disheartening year after failing to 
clinch a single victory. 

‘The comerstone of the Falcons’ 
gradual rebuilding effort is new 
recruit Mark Abadia. A sensational 
high school player from Cebu and a 
former member of the RP team, the 
young off guard/forward has been 
thrust into the leadership role. Two 
other rookies are expected to help 
deliver some wins for Adamson. 
Burly Steve Rolan will be manning 
the painted area and Ramil Tagupa 
will be calling the shots for the 
Falcons. 

UAAP chances: Definitely, it 
won't be a quick turn around for the 
Falcons. But with a bunch of young 
and talented recruits, it's not unlikely 
that Adamson may pull off a few 
surprises this year. 

Fighting words: "There's nowhere 
but up for this team, That one point 
makes me very optimistic. No. 2, I 
think we have a new bunch of guys 
who have promise."—coach Luigi 
Trillo 


Ateneo de Manila 
University 

The Atenco Blue Eagles had an 
impressive regular season, but ended 
up collapsing in the semis. 

Although there seems to be less 
fanfare, Ateneo still has one of the 
formidable lineups this season. Save 
for Wesley Gonzales, everyone in the 
team will be back to wear the blue 
and white jersey. Expect Mythical 
Team member Enrico Villanueva and 
MVP Rich Alvarez to once again lead 
the pack. And with the recruit of 
highly touted LA Tenorio from San 
Beda high school, Ateneo has found 
someone to fill in the point guard 
position. 

UAAP chances: Though the past 
two seasons may be disheartening for 
many fans, the Ateneo squad delivers 
an improved performance each year. 
Again, the Final Four is most likely 
in the bag. 


Fighting words: “The guys are two- 
and-half years older. We've been 
through a lot of adversity. We know our 
character already and we know our 
weaknesses and strength. We'll really be 
‘competitive this year."—assistant coach 
Ricky Dandan 


De La Salle University 

They can't do it. This is what a fot has 
been saying about La Salle's chances of 
‘completing a grand slam. Not when Don 
Allado is no longer around. But the Green 
‘Archers will be one of the teams that will 
be sporting a new look. 

Several stalwarts have left the team, and 
their shoes will be filled in by the rookies, 
most of whom are promising. A rooki 
Jaden lineup is something the defending 
champions have not experienced in a long 
time. 

Nevertheless, they still have the vete- 
rans to lead the way. Ren Ren Ritualo will 
be in his last season and is sure to go all 
‘out for the fourth straight crown. Helping 
him are point guard Mike Cortez and big 
man Adonis Santamaria. The three now 
become the deadly triumvirate for La Salle. 

‘Although they can be contenders. inju- 
ries are plaguing the team. Willy Wilson, 
Mika Vainio, BJ Manalo and rookie Carlo. 
‘Sharma are still nursing injuries. 

UAAP chances: When it comes to La 
Salle. it is very hard to make a prediction. 
People said they couldn't do a back-to- 
back, but they did. And last year, many 
doubted they would even go to the Finals, 
and yet they managed to win the champi- 
onship. Again, this year La Salle is not 
seeded, but it's possible they can make 
four in a row. Winning has become La 
Salle's tradition. 

Fighting words: “We're still going to 
be competitive, we won't give up.”—coach 
Franz Pumaren 


Far Eastern Univer 

As far as everyone was concerned. last 
season was going to be a UST-Ateneo 
Finals. No one really placed their bets on 
the FEU Tamaraws, until Miko Roldan 
made that amazing buzzer beater shot 
against Ateneo. 

Right after the Finals, which La Salle 
took, the Tamaraws wasted no time and 
started to work. Forget about the loss and 
think about the future glory. No regrets 
and no tears were shed, all that they want is 
to make the return trip to the Finals. 

Just recently, the Tamaraws copped the 
Fr. Martin title. Despite the departure of 
Celino Cruz and Edwin Bacani. FEU re- 
mains to be the major force to reckon with, 
due to the presence of Roldan, Rysal Castro 
and Leo Avenido, who had showed marked 
improvements, especially after their respec- 
tive PBL stints. 

UAAP chances: They are this year's 
top contender. No doubt about it. Every- 
thing is in place. The talent is there and so 
is the experience. And, yes, even the hun- 
ger. lt is so visible in the eyes of the Tama- 
raws that their sights are set for the basket- 
ball crown alone. And that should be 


enough for other teams to be on the look- 
‘out for this team. 

Fighting words: “Only a foolish 
coach will promise championship. Ang 
‘mapa-promise namin is that we will go 
Out there prepared and ready to give our 
best."—coach Coy Banal 


National University 

After posting a handful of upset 
games last season, the NU Bulldogs 
placed sixth overall. 

Veterans Chico Manabat, Alfie Gri- 
Jaldo and Ariel de Castro are expected 
to carry the team once more. And, of 
course, Jeff Napa is once again tasked to 
provide sweet-shooting services. 

UAAP chances: The Bulldogs still 
have no big man who can battle it out 
with some of the league's taller guys. 
But NU can sometimes pull through so 
other squads may again feel the Bull- 
dogs" bite. 

Fighting words: "They're always 
putting us down, na NU lang yan. But 
just like the Bulldogs, kapag ‘alo mong 
inaaway, lalong lalaban ‘yan."—for- 
ward Alfie Grijaldo 


University of the East 

Many were on the lookout for UE 
last year for several reasons—rookie 
sensation James Yap, along with big 
man Omar Liban Ali, and is flashy 
point guards Adrian Ronquillo and Paul 
Artadi, and the ever dependable vet- 
eran Aldwyn Manubag. Add to that the 
presence of a new coach and the support 
ofa taipan. 

This season will be different 
There will be no Manubag and no Ali 
to lead the charges for the team. 
Coach Boysie Zamar will now cali 
the shots for the team. While they still 
are competitive in the back court, the 
team is definitely wanting in size. Ex- 
pect a speed game whenever the War- 
Fors are playing. They have the ma- 
terials for it and they eventually 
hope to make the Final Four cut with 
the run and gun style of play. 

UAAP chances: It will really be a 
challenge for the Warriors to make it all 
the way to the Finals. But if their per- 
formance inthe Fr. Martin Cup is to be a 
gauge. there is a possibility that they 
may pocket one of the Final Four slots, 
And then they can start from there. But 
whatever ther performance, it will be an 
achievement for them. 

Fighting words: "We'll always give 
our hearts best and play as if it is our 
last game "— coach Boysie Zamar 


y of the Philippines 

Although placing at the near-bottom 

of last years team standings, the UP 

Maroons had several close-game en- 

counters with some of the top teams in 
the league. 

The trio of Mark Jomalesa, Rodel 

Celo and Mike Bravo are again stepping 

up for the State U squad. Rob Bornan- 
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-T was during a DLSU-UST game in Loyola 
LES 3 coup of years ago wien we fin saw 

him play. Because of the heavy rains, Don Allado 
‘and Dino Aldeguer were not able to make it to the 
game. The Tigers seemed assured of walking away 
With an easy victory. Then from nowhere came No. 
4 who sank one shot after another like it was the 
easiest, most natural thing to do. While the others 
grappled and struggled with the ball, he swept past 
all of them as he made his shots. That game has gone 
down in UAAP history as one of its most memorable 
‘games, And the player who led the Green Archers to 
Victory? Ren Ren Ritualo. 

A man among the boys, that's how a basketball 
‘enthusiast once described Florencio "Ren Ren" Rit- 
alo Jr. It would not be an exaggeration to say that 
he is a certified superstar of the UAAP. His contem- 
poraries, even his opponents, all agree Ren Ren is 
one player not to be taken lightly. 

And yet this formidable hardcourt 
general is still very much a kid at heart. 

Most people take basketball seriously, 

but for Ren Ren, basketball is a game. A 

game he has grown to love over the years. 
First point 

His father, Florendo Ritualo Sr. is a 
former PBA player. Itis no wonder then 
that at an early age Ren Ren was already 
dribbling and shooting hoops in his 
‘makeshift cour at home. “My Mom said 
1 year old ako when | made my first 
shot.” he enthuses. 

His father, obviously, was his first 
mentor. "There were no hard and fast 
rules that my dad taught me at the be- 
ginning. We just played pero parang 

ion. Hindi ako nagpapatalo sa 
kanya.” he recalls with fondness. “Of 
‘course at that time, ralo talaga nya ako. 
Now talo ko na s'ya," he adds with a 
laugh. 

Tt is obvious Ren Ren treasures his childhood 
memories of his Dad. To this day. his Dad gives him 
pointers afier each game. His Mom was his first fan. 
“Before 1 used to get embarrassed whenever she 
came to a game, but as I got older mas na-appreciate 
ko na nand'an s'ya.” he Says. Even though his Mom 
is now based in the United States. she still takes time 
to come home and see her son play, especially dur- 
ing the championship. 

it was in the streets, “sa tabi-tabing kalye” as be 
puts it, where he first stared to learn the basic rules 
Of the game. He was a fifth grader in San Beda when 
he made his first varsity team. He remembers his 
first win with great clarity. “It was in fifth grade, 
during the intrams. I remember my Mom was watch- 
ing. Medyo nahihiya pa ako kasi lumalabas pagka- 
mama's boy ko,” he narrates. 

Does he ever feel like he is living out his father's 
dream? “Siguro, especially d'un sa mga ‘di n'ya na- 
accomplish." he says. The dream of playing bal is a 
shared goal between father and son. 

Tf there is a lesson his Dad has constantly re- 
minded him of, it is the value of discipline. “Espe- 
cially self-discipline,” he stresses. 

TL is interesting to note that Ren Ren cannot find 
the right words to express his feelings for the game. 
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“I play because I'm having fun,” says the prolific 
player who led his college team to three UAAP 
championship crowns. 

He also recently steered his PBL team, Welcoat, 
to victory. "I can't explain. It's natural. It's not 
effortless for me although there's hard work in- 
volved,” he says in Taglish. 

‘You know how it is when you ask someone to 
describe how he feels for a loved one? The person ` 
struggles with the right words to use, but itis clearly 
‘written all over the person's face how he exactly 
feels. The same applies to Ren Ren except that he is 
talking about basketball, 

The gift 
He is taken aback when asked if it has occurred 
to him he has a gift, an extraordinary talent for the 
it basn't occurred to me. "Di ko iniisip ‘yan 
kasi baka lumaki ulo ko eh. Sabi nga 
nila malaki na nga tingnan ulo ko." he. 
jokes around. 

Is he just playing at humility? "No, 
I'm not... You know Michael Jordan 
said that if you become content with 
your game, you won't improve. I'm 
‘not content with my game. There's a 
lot of room for improvement,” he says 
candidly. 

Despite having played for several 
seasons, Ren Ren says he still gets 
excited at every game. He says he gets 
more excited than nervous during a 
game. "Parang | get into a zone. 1 
don't want to talk. I don't hear any- 
thing. I just forget," he says. 

Crunch time 

‘The 22-year-old small forward and 
this year's Captain Ball of the DLSU 
Green Archers is in an unenviable po- 
sition. All the accolades and victories 
come with responsibility, the pressure 

to maintain his stature. It is his last year in the UAAP 
and he is expected to lead his team toa fourth straight 
victory. Apart from all of that, he is under a greater 
amount of pressure since he is expected not only to 
not miss the shot, but come up with big numbers. 

"Everybody's under pressure. Kahit rookie ka, 
malaki ang pressure sa ‘yo. But | have learned over 
the years to handle pressure. 1 don’t look for the 
game. [just let the game come to me. ‘Dina gaya ng 
dati na sobrang gigil." he explains. He admits it 
took years before he learned to have patience. "I 
tried ioo hard before.” 

DLSU has a relatively young team this year. Ren 
Ren acknowledges there is immense pressure on 
him. “I need all the support of my teammates, but 
rest assured ("ll play my best in every game. We are 
making history here,” he says. 

Iis public knowledge Ren Ren is going pro next 
year. Does this mean there is a chance he will play 
Soft and safe this year in preparation for next year? 
"No! The more you play ‘sof,’ the more chances of 
getting injured. I play every game as if it were my 
last" he says. "You're only as good as your last 
game, so you might as well give it your best, right?" 

‘And at the rate Ren Ren is going, this season is just 
the beginning of a long and fruitful basketball career. 

Jules Alcantara. 
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Blue vereue Green 


GAME preview: Who's going to 
win in the Ateneo-La Salle open- 
ing game this Sunday? 

Lesmes Solanoy: It's nice to 
say La Salle, but Ateneo is favored 
with their formidable lineup. But 
then again, one doesn’t win with 
‘brawn alone. It takes heart to tri- 
umph. And it has been shown that 
the Green Archers have both 
brawn, though not as good as 
Ateneo, and heart, which is lack- 
ing in the Blue Eagles. So just like 
last year, I guess first round goes 
to DLSU. 

Jasmine Payo: Of course, I'm 
betting on Ateneo. The Eagles had 
two consecutive disheartening sea- 
sons and that alone is motivation 
enough. They're out to prove they 
have indeed learned their lessons, 
so I think whoever Ateneo is meet- 
ing up in the opening game would 
be dealing with a very hungry 
team. It just turned out to be La 
Salle. 

Season preview: Which team 
has the edge this season? 

J: Although La Salle has the 
championship experience, I think 
‘Ateneo has an edge over charac- 
ter. The Eagles have gone through 
two roller-coaster seasons and I 
think they've already learned a lot 
on how they function as a team. 
They undoubtedly have the skills 
the past years, but the intangibles 
weren't exactly there yet. All the 
hype must have been distracting. 
This season, though, I see a much 
humbled team. They're more mo- 
tivated and focused on their team 
goals. ° 

L: There are three main factors 
toconsider: Lineup, experience and 
heart. Obviously, La Salle has the 
edge in the experience and heart 
area, offsetting any deficiency in 
the lineup. Ateneo is definitely heft- 
ier, but the winning tradition is on 
La Salle's side. If Ateneo still fails 
to develop the fighter's heart, then 
they might end up watching its ri- 
val bringing home the honors once. 
again. 

If there is one player who you 
would want to play for your team, 
who would that be and why? 

L: That would be a coach’s pre- 
rogative, but as a fan Í would not 
‘want anyone from Ateneo donning 
the jersey of La Salle. It just won't 
fit, if you know what I mean. Green 
and white wouldn't look good on 
Alvarez or Membrere or anyone 
else. Besides, the team performs 


well in its current roster of play- 


ers, 

J: Well, honestly, it has to be 
Renren Ritualo. 1 think any team in 
the league would want to have him 
in their lineup. A shoo-in for the 
PBA, so who wouldn't want him? 
But really, the guy isa great shooter. 
And even if he has been missing 
shots, he still won't be afraid to 
take the crucial ones. I also admire 
his leadership and the way he in- 
spires other players. 

‘Would you trade places? 

L: Definitely not! La Salle 
through and through. What is a 
hyped-up lineup compared to 
seven straight finals appearance 
and a grand slam? Need I say 
more? 

J: The three championships are 
tempting, but no, never! (Laughs) 
Win or lose, it's the school we 
choose! 

Name some good things about 
your rival team. 

J: Well, La Salle has some cute 
players in their squad. But, of 
course, Ateneo still has better-look- 
ing players. (Laughs) But seriously, 
La Salle is one consistent team. You 
just have to admire them for that. 
They also have that confidence 
down the stretch. Whether their op- 
ponent is cutting the lead or they're 
the ones playing catch up, you'll 
see their composure. So not surpris- 
ingly, they almost always pull 
through. 

L: Admittedly, Ateneo is seeded 
higher this season. After everything 
they had gone through, I guess itis 
only proper to confer to them the 
favored status. And it would be 
good for them especially when play- 
ing against La Salle, who relies on 
experience. 

Do you think it would be an 
ADMU-DLSU Finals match? 

J: Last year could have been the. 
‘Ateneo-La Salle showdown. But 
this season, I think either one of 
them will end up facing FEU. 

: That's hard to tell. First, they 
must be able to make it to the Final 
Four. Then from there, Ateneo and 
La Salle must make sure that they 
crush their opponents to guarantee 
a blockbuster Finals. Too bad, Ate- 
neo bungled its chance for a return 
trip to the Finals last year when La 
Salle was just waiting all the time. 
Unfortunately, better and stronger 
teams have emerged like FEU, thus 
lessening the chance of an Ateneo- 
La Salle finals. 


To do or not to do, 
that is the question 


DEAR Caloy and Sep, 

I met this guy on the Net and 
we did cyber, you know, the saf- 
est sex, on the Net. Now he wants 
to meet me... and do it. At first it 
was okay. I wanted to do it, too, 
no strings attached. Just do it 
kumbaga. "Yun nga lang, Pm 
afraid. What if I get pregnant, or 
my future husband won't like 
“used,” or if he (cyber lover) will. 
babble? I'm doing this "cause I'm 
bored. I got a flat life. I want a 
change. Do you think it's okay? T 
don’t sleep around, you see. What. 
am I going to do now? Hope you 
can advise me. Thanks. 

ANGEL 


` This is by far the dumbest let- 
ter we have received since Chat- 
room started. Verbosity 
cannot hide the fact that 
Angel is either a sad hu- 

man being probably 

craving for atten- 

tion, or one of my 

ex's friends hav- 

ing a good laugh 

right now. 

If you want to 
have sex, Angel, 
then have sex. Of 
course, there's a 
probability that 
you'll get 
pregnant. There's 
an equal chance 
that you'll get 
STD (sexually 
transmitted di- 
sease). But if you 
have nothing to 
live for in your flat 
life (dreams, ambitions, goals) then, 
by all means, go ahead. I refuse to 
take any sort of responsibility 
because I know you know what's 
right and what's wrong according 
to your own principles. 

There is nothing wrong with ex- 
ploring your sexuality. It's just the 
manner in which you go about it 
that really irks me. 

‘Why don't you try to find a liv- 
ing, breathing human? Start with 
that. We'll work on character select- 
ion later. So you think tus guy is 
better in the real world than online? 
I bet the reason he does it online is 
because he's too stupid to go out 


ILLUSTRATION: STEPH BRAVO 


Garchitorena 
& September Mahino 


on a date and get laid the conven- 
tional way. 

Survey says: 80 percent find 
nothing wrong with a hobby like 
surfing the Net; 31 percent actually 
uses the Net for different purposes 
like shopping for gifts, visiting pom 

sites and downloading music 
(normal people do that); 86 
percent agree with me that 
you'd be better off buying 
a dildo instead 

of a mouse. 
CALOY 


Yes, you 
AD are most de- 
finitely bored. 
So bored that 
even a no- 
brainer situa- 
tion compels 
you to seek 
other peo- 
ple's opi- 
nions. (I 
have a sick 
feeling 
you're just 
doing this 
for laughs.) 
If you really want to have sex, 
then no one can stop you. You ob- 
viously know what can happen, so 
we don’t have to remind you about. 
that. I just don’t get why you would 
‘want to do it with some perv you 
met on the Net. 

I'm not promoting promiscu- 
ity or careless behavior. In fact, 
T'd rather have you stick to the 
safer option. But your mind 
seems to be made up already and 
all you are asking from us is a 
little nudge. I'm not gonna give 
you that. 

SEP 


By JASMINE W. PAYO 


ising your rival opponents have taken the 

sisal oui. Any UAAP enthusiast who has 
Seces to the Interet has probably checked out these 
online forums at least once. They have become 
popular, mainly forthe entertainment they provide. 
‘And just ke any live basketball game, there are the 
“cheering and heckling from supporters, emotions flare 
up and arguments soon ensue. But aside from these 
volubie, obsessive fans, you can get info from long- 
time league observers who regularly dish out their 
latest game analyses and team assessment. But you'd 
also find amusement from girls and gays who gush at 
the league's heartthrobs, and those who just get a kick 
‘ut of posing nasty comments. 

Currently, the UAAP Forum of Pinoyexchange 
Em Seong wie vel evry weber 
a following while several university 
ike Ateneo's Aientsa net, La Sal's Greenarcher net 

and UP's iso carry this online feature. 

And now that the UAAP season draws near, 
these online forums are once again starting to kick 
off. 20U! asked four active UAAP Netizens to share 
their passion for these online forums. 

‘What do you like most about the UAAP forums? 

Erman: You leam about the latest scoops even 
before the season starts. You get to know the rookies 
who will don your school color, and know who's 
eligible to play or not. 

Engle: The inside information and the general 
interest Plus there are people with whom you can talk 
UAAP io 247. 

Nuss: There's the type of info that you don't get 
in newspapers, but the gossip type you receive when 
you mingle with journalists and people close to 
Varsity players. 

What type of messages do you post? 


RE for your favorite UAAP team and 


DEPARTMENT STORE 


Eagle: Analysis, pro-Ateneo posts, gushing at 
players and defending my favorite players! 
116UST_guard"98: Informative messages. 
Erman: Mostly ventos, like the games I've 
seen. 
‘Nuss: My posts are usually analysis of teams. 
But once in a while, if somebody asks who this 
1 help out especially if 1 know who the 


Do you engage in flame wars (posting a mean- 
spirited comment and/or responding with another 
nasty remark)? 

‘Nuss: As much as possible, I don't flame. But. 
thea some comments tend to stray so I correct their 


posts. 

Erman: 1 do flame sometimes, especially when 
a point raised is not right. 

Eagle: Most of the time I don’t because it's their 
opinion that they post there. But sometimes, I really 
lose my temper. 

11UST_guard’98: Yes, I was called 
sinungaling. Pm also bothered doon sa mga "Who's. 
got the prettiest girlfriend among UAAP players?" 
type of posts. 

‘Any improvements you'd like to see? 

Nuss: The moderator should be responsible for 
whatever is disseminated in the fobrum. Other than 
that, I don't know why they regard it as cool to diss 
La Sallians. Some of them are already below the belt 
and some of the arguments stray from the topic. 

Do you still visit or post in the UAAP forums 
during off-season? 

Eagle: Yup! Because I miss the UAAP talk. 

Overall, what keeps you hooked? 

Nuss: What drives me to participate is that I get 
to know more about the UAAP and at the same time. 
contribute to the discussion with what I know. 

Erman: But mainly, it's because UAAP is all 
heart all pride, all passion. 


(From page C2) 


cin, last year's Brazilian rookie, has also reportedly 
showed marked improvement in his dribbling and 
rebounding skills. 

UAAP chances: UP coach Ryan Gregorio noted 
last season that he's in the process of rebuilding the 
team. If their improved performance in several pre- 
UAAP season tournaments is any indication, they 
seem to be on the right track. So expect UP to climb 
up the team standing ladder this year. 

Fighting words: “Conch said last year that we're 
rebuilding the team. Right now, we believe we're a 
stronger team and we're a contender this year."—off 
guard/small forward Mike Bravo 


University of Santo Tomas 

UST was all over the sports pages last year. Bas- 
ketball aficionados were dead sure the Tigers would 
be top contender for the UAAP title. 

Like La Salle, UST will be a surprisingly different 
team this year. Gilbert Lao, Melchor Latoreno, Cyrus. 
Baguio and Marvin Ortiguerra will no longer be 
suiting up for the Tigers. Thus, the task of bringing 
the team to the Final Four rests on the shoulders of 
Ralph Emerson Oreta and the high-flying Niño Gelig. 
Although they may not be this year's favorite, Coach 
Aric del Rosario thinks it can work to their advan- 
tage. In the past, it was when people least expected it 
that the Tigers pulled off a surprise. Thus, without 
the pressure this year, the Tigers may get back in the 
Finals. 

UAAP chances: Bumpy and shaky. This seems 
to be the road that UST will take. The loss of its 
players is really a major blow to the Tigers. Given 
the strength of the other teams, it may be difficult 
for UST to realize its goal of booking a return 
engagement in the Finals. However, Coach Aric is 
no ordinary coach. He has always been known to 
deliver when his back is against the wall 

Fighting words: “Wala masyadong pressure 
ngayon, e mas gusto ko ‘yon kasi ‘pag walang pres- 
sure dun kami nanalo."—coach Aric del Rosario 
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back, neat, not at all sweaty and grimy. The only 
time that they got a bit nervous was when they had 
their pictures taken. But, c'mon guys, you can quit 
basketball and become the next runway superstars, 
right? 


What are your expectations for your team this 
season? 

Paul Artadi: Well target namin final four. Last 
year, we were one game away from making it to the 
final four, so hopefully this year we will be able to do 
it 

Alfie Grijaldo: To make it to the final four. 

Mark Abadia: For us winning lang. (Adamson 
failed to win a single game in last year's UAAP 
season.) 

Miko Roldan: Pero he (Mark 
Abadia) wasn't with the team 
yet last year. 

So hopefully this year 
Adamson will do better. What 
‘about FEU? 

MR: We expect this year to 
make it to the final four or the 
finals. Pero this year, we are re- 
ally hoping to become champion 
Last year was really sayang. 
(FEU squared off against DLSU 
for the championship after de- 
feating twice to beat ADMU in 
the semis.) Si Ren Ren kasi eh! 
(Laughs) 

Mike Bravo: Final four and 
championship. 

Compared to the other 
years, your team did well last 
year. 

MB: Hmm... yeah. We had a 
Couple of games where we would 
lose by a few points only so we 
had a lot of close games. We 
‘would lose by 3 or 4 points. It 
was really in the end game but 
Our team this year has gained 
maturity. Plus we only lost one 
player. 

What about DLSU? Are we 
going four-ward? 

Ren Ren Ritu: for my 
team and myself, 1 expect that 
we play our best in every game. 
Four-ward? S'yempre! (Grins) 

Personal expectations. 

PA: Asa team leader, | hope I can bring my team 
to the finals. 

AG: As a senior in the team, I'll make sure na 
mai-relay ko sa team kung ano'ng sinasabi ng coach 

What about you, Mark? You're a rookie who 
was one of the South's unbeatable players, and 
now you are expected to carry a team that hasn't 
‘won anything (Mark is one of Cebu's top play- 
en). 

MA: S'yempre mahirap din. 
Pero nakapag-adjust na ako sa 
bago kong team. 1 just talked to 
my teammates na tulangan nila 
ako kasi rookie lang ako. But 1 
have gelled with the team. 

What about you, Miko? 
More crucial end game shots: 
(One of last year’s memorable 
moments is Roldan's crucial 
basket in the semis game of 
FEU against ADMU) 

MR: It’s my last year in the 
UAAP so [hope to enjoy my last 
year. Of course, there's added 
pressure since I am also the 
Captain ball, we really want to 
win na this year, and of course, 
it's my last year. 

MB: Personal intention? 
(Everyone laughs.) Easy lang 
kayo! 

MR: Mike, kain ka muna! 

RR: Galing ka sa Mass, no? 

MB: Seriously, sana mag- 
change naman ‘yung teams na 
napapasok sa final four. 

RR: "Wag naman ganun! 

MB: Hindi, what | mean is, 
sana makapasok naman kami. 
Sana makasama namin ang La Salle, FEU. Sana 

nadagdag naman kami dun! 

All: Woooh! 

RR: Siguro on my part, ‘yung leadership sa team, 
since I'm the captain ball now. Kasi tingin ko sa 
team ko, bata lahat. And of course, maturity sa 
practice and sa game, both on and off the court. Pero 
‘may problem tayo sa off the court. (Laughs out 
loud!) Pero seriously, I have to be a role model kasi a 
lot of our veterans have already left the team. 

How do you manage to balance studies and 
basketball, especially now that the season is about. 
to start? Do you guys even go to class? 

PA: Kami sa UE we really have to go to class. If we 


Pu 


MARK Abadia (Adamson Falcons) 


ALFIE Grijaldo (NU Bulldogs) 


players 


miss games, we need to give an excuse letter. ‘Pag 
madami kang bagsak, that's the only time that the school 
intervenes pero di pa naman nangyayari sa akin ‘yun 

AG: Mahirap kasi ang tagal ng practice namin 
and minsan di na kami nakakapasok. Kaya minsan 
‘pag may problema we talk to our teachers na 
matulungan din kami sa schedule. 

Do you really get to learn in school or is your 
focus really on basketball? 

MA: Hoaestly, basketball ang focus talaga. 

MR: Well, for us, when we enroll, we make sure 
that we get the schedule that will not conflict with 
practice. Kava I think it's easier for us. "Pag di kami 
kunyari nakakapasok. they make sure that we still 
learn kasi they give us special classes or tutorials. 

Mike, you're from UP which is known for high 
academic standards. How do you cope? 

MB: We make sure and they make sure that there 

is time for academics. We ad- 
just the schedule of subjects that 
‘we get with our time for prac- 
tice, 

RR: Mahirap talaga i-bal- 
ance kasi kulang ‘yung 24 hours 
‘eh, Siguro time management 
lang talaga. Nakaka-survive 
naman. Actually I'm doing my 
thesis already. 

I there's one UAAP player 
(not a teammate) whom you 
admire, who would it be and 
why? 

PA: Siguro si Cyrus Baguio 
pero he's not playing this year. 
Sayang. kasi he can dunk and 
the crowd loves that 

AG: Si Rich Alvarez. Mabait 
siya sa laro and even off the 
court. Okay siya 

MA: Si Joe Lipa! (Laughs!) 
Hindi, si Miko, si Mike and si 
Ren Ren. Well, I'm supposed 
1o watch out for Gelig and "yung 
No. 3 ng Ateneo. (Wesley 
Gonzales, who is no longer play- 
ing for the Blue Eagles due to 
disciplinary problems.) 

MR: Ako, si Ren Ren 
Ritualo! 

RR: Pwede ba ‘yung kapa- 
reho mo naman sa position! 

MR: Hindi, seriously si Ren 
"coz of his leadership. Sana 
meron din kami mun sa team 

MB: For me, ‘yung mga katabi ko (Ren and 
Miko). Naku, baka sabihin nila sobrang biased ko 
na! (Laughs) 

RR: Si Mike Cortez. Ah, okay, not teammate. 
well. lahat ug Bedista sa UAAP. 

‘Wesley (Gonzales, one of ADMU's top gunners, is 
not playing anymore due to disciplinary problems. 
How do you feel about this? 

PA: Well, I guess tama lang ‘yon. We also have 

someone in our team na 
natanggal din kahit na defen- 
sive player namin "yun 'coz of 
disciplinary problemas 

AG: | guess okay lang 

nandun siya or wala, 

it affect your team 
strategy that he is no longer 
with the team? 

AG: Ganun pa rin. Pero 
s'yempre sayang, kasi mas may 
challenge dahil malakas siya, 
matangkad siya. 

MR: Okay lang. You know 
in our team, the same thing 
happened. One of our players is 
no longer with us dahil din sa 
disciplinary problems. 

MB: S'yempre I'm happy 
kasi wala nang magbabantay. 
Seriously, 1 feel sorry for him 
kasi namimis-interpret "yung 
the way he acts pero discipli- 
narian eh, ganun talaga. Dapat 
maman din talaga na meron 
kang discipline sa sarili mo. 
That's it—di ko rin alam 
masyado what happened, eh. 

RR: 1 feel bad for Ateneo 
kasi he's a big loss to their team. 
He's a big factor in the team. Sayang, kasi aminin 
natin, he's a big guy na kayang” magdala ng bola, 
defender pa. He's like the best defensive player sa 
wings nila. 

Let's face it, girls get easily attracted to basket- 
ball players. Is it easier for you to court or pick up 
agiri? 

PA: Yeah. S'yempre, like sa school namin, as 
varsity players, madami ang bumabati sa amin. Pero 
sabi nila snob daw kami or sometimes they text and 
they say, “Ang snob mo naman, ang taray mo 
naman.” Hindi ko na lang pinapansin. 

AG: Oo naman. 

MA: Se akin mahirap, kasi hinahanap nila 
gwaping di ba? They say wala naman akong kwenta 
asi player lang ako, di naman ako gwaping. (Grins) 

ALL: Woooh! Pa-humble! 

MR: For me, hindi, because I'm really super 
mahiyain. 

In one of the online forums, there were people 
who posted and said that you're a silent heartthrob. 
How do you feel about that? 

MR: Hun? Di ko alam ‘yun. | guess I'm flattered 
pero wala Ling. (Blushes) 

MB: No it's not easy for me at all. Well, I guess 
it’s easy if the girl is flirting with you. But if it's 
serious, mahirap. 

Okay, for example, there are two other guys 
who are ccurting a girl aside from you. Would 
you say you have an edge? 

MB: O, sige na nga, sabihin na natin na may 
advantage talaga siguro. Siguro malakas din ang 
dating kasi aarangkad —matangkad lang ha? | didn't 
say gwapo! 

RR: Hindi, kasi shy type ako 
laughs!) 

For those who h 
that you have one? 

MA: Me gastos! (Laughs) 

PA: It's hard kasi kulang sa time. You practice 
and you're tired pero you have to call her. 

MR: Yeah, it's harder kasi ‘yung time that is 
supposed to be spent para sa ibang bagay, nahahati 
pa because of the girlfriend. 

RR: Sipuro, but | can't say it's harder kasi she 


if (Everyone 


ve a girlfriend, is it harder 


MIKE Bravo (UP Maroons) 


serves as your inspiration. It's not gonna be hard if 
you're inspired, di ba? Siguro it's just a matter of 
time management. 

How do you handle distractions or tempta- 
tions, meaning girls, gimmick, etc.? 

MB: As for me, Í really discipline myself. You 
really have to sacrifice. 

AG: Sacrifice talaga kasi baka mahuli ka nung 
isa. (Laughs) 

MA: Ako tulog na lang. 

If there is one issue in the UAAP that you feet 
affects you, what is it and why? 

MR: Siguro the bad calls or bad refereeing. Some- 
times, the calls favor a certain group too much. 

What about the aggressive recruitment of Fil- 
forcigner players? 

AG: For me, it makes the game more challeng- 
ing, 

MA: Okay Jang kasi some teams do that para 
lalong lumaki ‘yung chances nila. 

‘MR: For me, okay lang as long as they're really 
Filipinos. 

MB: | personally think that it is an advantage kas 
these players need a two-year residency before they 
can play in the UAAP. We are protected in that sense. 

RR: The level of competition goes higher. The 
players are more challenged to practice harder to be 
able to match up with the more aggressive or more 
skillful players. 

But do you feel that homegrown talents are 
getting less chances? 

MR: I guess nawawalan rin pero di naman porker 
Fil-foreigner eh mas magaling or mas may edge. 

MB: May advantage nga lang sila. 

RR: Yup, 1 agree, pero madami din namang local 
players na just as good if not better than them, 

How many are Fil-foreigners among the top 10 
players in the UAAP? 

RR: Well, there's Mike Cortez. 

MB: Also Ralph Bomancin who's half-Brazilian 


When asked what their future plans are, they all 
said the same thing—play in the professional league. 
Expected, right? They are the future of Philippine 
basketball 


VENUE NATIONAL SPORTS GRILL, 
'3/F GREENBELT, MAKANI CITY 


MIKO Roldan (FEU Tamaraws) 


REN REN Ritualo (DLSU Green Archers) 
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LIFESTYLE Z3 - 
The stars behind the sidelines °?o, — 


BY CHRISSY D. ICAMINA AND instance, the Adamson Falcons would RYAN GREGORIO Maybe I'l sill be coaching. But | fidence na binigay ng baske 
ALERNA Devi RAN be unable to fly. Without Ryan What is your guilty pleasure? hope lilhzve more time for my other magagamit ko doe sa iral ox 
CORRIERE Gregorio, the UP Marcons would not When 1 was younger I enjoyed going passion which is being a basketball And love meeting people and talking 
2bU! Correspondents be able to pot up a fight. And without Ost at night, drinking with friends. The analyst. I'l sl be living happy life to them. For me, haste challenge of 
Coy Banal, the FEU Tamaraws would ; gil feelings come in when nae with my fani closing asale. 
be rendered paralyzed. {ng more time with my friends than low do you sce yourself 10 years 
Wins creitis showered on the °° ‘vay from the sound of the leather with my giriftesd. COY BANAL from now? je 
players; but when a team loses, bouncing on hardwood, let's take a peek What is your philosophy in life? ‘What's your idea of a perfect 1 believe [basketball] ang calling 
most people heap the blame on the 1 the area between the bleachers and My philosophy in life is you just date? ko. So hindi malayong mangyari na 


coach, the unsung MVP behind the the basketball court as three young s have to do the right things every time. Once in a while, my wife and 1 go after 10 years I'd still be in basketball 
Spotlight. š UAAP basketball coaches reveal things f Just be happy. Don't sep on another fme dining. Pero simple lang kami. because | ove the game x trek mra i 
out coach Luigi Trillo, for shout the game—and themselves. n person's foot and work hard. you're "Yung when we go o sce a movie, love teaching people love aaa 
: Boing to be a success do it through masta na Lom and talking to [my players] about 
* ucimo Your own merits and noi by usingoiher — IÉ the military operation against anyihing. nat only ob Dais Dat 
What is your philosophy in life? people. the Abu Sayyaf were a big basket- How is your relationship with 
i Pi 


T know it's overused, but something How is your relationship with ball game and you are the coach of your players outside the court? 
that can’t kill you will only make you your players outside the court? the Armed Forces, what would your When Í became the head coach of 
stronger. 1 think another thing is that, Since the age gap is not really big, strategy be? FEU, that's the day when God showed 
yiherever you go, you will have pob” = LUIGI Trio FHOFOSEYCATIYYOUNG whenever I'm outside the court {eat ^ Ang motivation ko [sc kanila] is me to build w rela Omah wiih the 
Jems; it's how you deal with it 1 think them like my friends. But there is always No. 1, love—yung pagmamahal nila players. Outside the baskelbull court 
with that you could always be an opti- and aren't really that good. Manpower Uis certain respect that I want them to sa trabaho, "yung serbisyo at okay kum. When e) have mutica 
mist Ifyou have that approach im life, vise. think we have them. justhave dealwith Ifwe'reinsdethe cour. there pagmamahal sa Dansa. So doon siguro they go 10 me and wok for hone Pug 
you'llalways find itin youtobe happy. 9 find my way as a coach to have a should be a player-coach relationship. mabe-base "yung motivation Ro. Plus woo silang ginagawa, they ish < 
Whatis your current lovelifesta- = srategy, motivate and bust their buts. Outside the cour, we can be friends for ihe fact na gusto nilang umi nang doon sa bahan, sd Yung ralatiomship 
tus? Ifyou didn't go into basketball, slongasUeydortcressiheline. buo kasi may mga uwian silang din nila sa mga nak lo is partin 
Well, I have a girlfriend and I've where would you be right now? Jf the military operation against pamilya. Don't get yourself killed. paiva, parang kaibigan 
been with her for a very long time— — " "Probably I'd be a businessman be- (he Abu Sayyaf were a big basketball If you didn't go into basketball,” Who is Coy Banal cuside the bas- 
six-and-a-half years. cause I think that would really entice game and you are the coach of the “where would you be right now? ketball court? 
Are you planning to get married? me to make something out of myself, Armed Forces, what would your strat Tm a Christian. In fact. churchmate 
At this stage, obviously. you have x“ “What business would that be? “Ey be? gror ko nga si Ateneo Blue Eagle] Paul 
plans. At my age, l'm 25 going on 26. į would look mt something that [ __ 1 believe in preparing before a war. Tanchi. 1 attend Bible studies [on] Fri 
if you [have been going steady] that appreciate, something that would re. Usually. Janalyze my opponents | look day nights or when 1 have free time. | 
long with a girl it's either you're ally catch my attention. Probably ho. at their siengihs and weaknesses. The also love reading books, especially about 
planning your next step or not. Butright isis the wine business or something important thing about basketball and basketball š 
now. she s also busy with her work and connected with sports. You can say | the game of war is you should always What is your philosophy in life? 
| with mine. It's not our main priority overachieve sometimes. If there's cae be ready before you jump into the 1 There are no shortcuts to success. If 
although we make time for each other. thing my dad said about me, itis that action. Basically, | have 10 scout my r you want to be successful, you have to 
If the military operation against ps go geter They said | eoulán t do Opponent well para I'll know where 1 j exen a lot of effort 
the Abu Sayyaf were big basketball (bis. couldn't do that and I did. 1 want can pounce them. | - What advice can you give to stu- 
game and you are the coach of the (o prove people wrong Modesty aside. — IF you didn't go into basketball, dent-athl 
Armed Forces, what would your strat- [ifi I'm the youngest PBA asistan where would you be right now? DE Kailangan maintindihan nila sung 
egy be? coach and the youngest head coach. 1 would love to bea basketball com- responsibility nila as a student-athlete, 
Td really egg on my boys, man! People said | woulda t be able to do it. Mentator on TV. I do it on the side but and not as an ablete-student, Kailangan 
‘There are different ways ofhandling it. think you just have to work hard and now my schedule is very hectic. Two ‘makita nila ang priorities nila. You are. 
1 would really find a way to motivate if you persevere. ike they say the ver OÍ my favorites are: coaching and talk a student first, then an athlete. Dapat 
them and just go out and flat play them, itl always beai the rock I feel tars ing about basketball on TV. aghutihin mo ang pag-aaral mo kung 
no holds barred. I mean, these guys are inge If you really want something, you — How do you see yourself 10 years “al babagsak ka, hindi ka makakapag- 
bullies. I think these guys are arogant = should go get it from now? RYAN Gregorio laro, so it goes together. 
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Pay your bills Check-Free re) h 
and get a chance to 


- & 
win back what you paid Bills Ap. 3 


up to W 
7 


“P100,000! 


There are more than 100 different bills 
you can pay thru Check-Free* 


The more bills you pay, 
the more cash you win back! 


There will be 5 lucky Check-Free Payments winners in the Grand Draw on August 24, 2001. 


1, The promo is open to all existing BPI, BPI Family Bank and BPI Direct ATM ‘The draw wil be held at 10:00 AM at the BPI Building, Ayala Avenue comer Pasto de Roxas, Plus a bonus 
cardholders with at least one valid Check-Pree piri reference number Makati Gty on August 24, 2001. A DTI representative will be invited to witness the draw. DETRAS 
{excluding BPI, BPI Family Bank andlor BPI Direct accounts as reference numbers) ‘A depositor can win only once diring the draw. If two or more of your accounts are drawn, pi 

rom June 18 to August 17, 2001. If you still don't have an Express Teller account, the account with the higher cash prize will be declared ar the winning account. of P10,000 for new 
open one now and make sure to enroll in Check-Free Payments. Woven wil be noted by registered maŭ. A winner's ad shall be pushed in at least ore Check-Free enrollees** 
PETE EN O E ET dd major newspaper. Winners should agree to have their names andlor photographs published, Enroll : 
Rive rame wih wtb ewe rd of nal EAE 1o mirae vice and sap e ced err wines t Pa apis Paid roll now! 

must have a minimum total payment amount of P500.00 within the promo period. Seven (7) working doy at the trae dae. CALL 89-100. 

Just pay your bis trom any of the more than 100 merchants though the Express Taller ATMA, fxpe Tl. At employes of " and thé relatives up to the second 

eke tom a C AE te NC tk, ie Ded - = 


To determine the cash prize, all payments made within the promo period shall be computed AW accounts dosed/terminated, dormant, under litigation, garnished on or before the draw date 
(excluding inter-account payments). 


d Sd FDU, goverment. corpore and non indvidwal accounts (nduding EPS merchants) 
There will be five (5) winners. Each winner shall receive a minimum cash prize of P20,000.09 ars Bewie disqualified. In case of depute, the decison of BPI Unibank, wah concurence ol ST T 
ind a mstimum of HOO O00 00. DN, 8 considered final nr 


tn cases where the cardholder whose computed tatal payments are below £20,000 hefshe wil : + n £ 
Ici #20000. And elie pad more than PRODGCO,Rebne cate ISSO, j 


Bonus cash prizes will be computed separately. PAY CHECK-FREE THROUGH 


dj Bonus Cash Prizes: An additional 10,000.00 will be given to the winner if helshe meets any 


ofthe flowing conditions during We poe pees BH s 
* Pared in Expres ils andio ald at least once through BPI Express Online Express Teller Express Phone | Í” g| Express Online gp Te areia eaa 
* Enrolled a new or additional reference number and paid this reference number during ATM 89-100 pg reno | SS 


the promo period 
* Has at least five reference numbers enrolled (excluding BPI, BPI Family Bank andlor 
BPI Direct accounts) 


* For a complete list of merchants, please call 89-100. Dial O to speak to a phonebanker. Per DT-NCR Permit No. 1856 Series of 2001 
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BABY BLUES. 


AAND-CRAFTED CARE. 
THORNTON TYE MADE YoU" PANO CR 


PUT 
EX 


= 


WHY DOROTHY, 
You've BEEN ABLE 
To RETURN HOME 
ALL ALONG, JUST 
RUB YOUR BACK 
\ LEGS TOGETHER. 


UNFAIR PAG MAG 
TELECAST SA 
PAGLLLITUS 


BAKA HINDI MAKITA 
ANG _ KATOTOHANAN © 


BY JESS ABRERA. 


WALA TAYONG 
IAT! SA KIKITAIN 
NG ISTASYON SA 


PUGAD BABOY 


MARTHA SAYS) 
IT'S The 
ULTIMATE 
GESTURE OF 


DON'T KNOW, 
fee. FRIENDSHIP 


BY JIM TOOMEY 


AF THEY CAN'T 
AXEPTIT? | 


A SPOT RIGHT 
AERE Fo} 


BY JERRY SCOTT 


INUN) ko Na NGA 
VUNG SANCZCMUKAL 


ALAM T 
HINDI RIN, 
NABANG 


Taros TALS Pa RIN 
KAYO Sa PARAMIHAN 


FONG IBEBENTA RIN 
NUNG SNELA YONG. 
MSA DYARYO E - 


NONG MS 
SSTUPMANTE SA PERA 


naman 


makii- 


B1 GANG 


[.Sovotesma aam wma Suet 
x = THREE POUES- ^ SAMP.. Put 
iy 8. PAINTED DME. 


y) I! 


x 
“SORRY IHA, HINDI 
[quio YARI, 


Miss gessi 
Sige Wa Tata SABIHIN, SARGE? 


KRSOMA TA SA 
Pa ko bea? 


BNONG JBG NO 


BY EUGENIA LAST 


BY EDGAR DIONELA 


Kop 
N'YO 
MAKALAPIT. 


BY DANIEL SHELTON 


F WELL, HES FINALY 
DOWN FOR THE NIGHT! 


CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY: Richie Sambora, Sela Ward, Yul Brynner, Tab Hunter, Suzanne Vega 

Happy Birthday: Normal everyday routine will not be for you this year. You will want to delve into new territory offering 
a host of opportunities. It's time to spread your wings and fly. You've gathered up so much knowledge in the past that it's 
time to put it to good use. Get ready to enjoy the path you choose and let all your desires and intentions unfold. Your 


numbers: 3, 14, 17, 22, 28, 33 


ARIES (March 21-April 
19): Visiting individuals who 
don't get out much will be 
rewarding. Clear up prob- 
Jems with your peers. I's best to speak 
your mind and get to the bottom of prob- 
Jems that are disrupting your emotional 
well-being. 


Ze) TAURUS (April 20-May 
20); Re-evaluate your mo- 
tives for spendi 

H with some of the individu- 

als you hang out with. I's time to be 

completely honest with yourself and them. 


GEMINI (May 21-June 
20): Your boss isn't 
likely to see things your 
way. Lie low and wait for 

a better time to make your move, 

You can accomplish a lot if you do 


your best. 

C: >| 

© everything will lead you to 
lectures or the library. 

Don't leave any stone unturned, or 

you'll be hit with a humiliating sur- 

prise. Preparation is the key. 


CANCER (June 21-July 
22): Your need to know 


JAIL CROSSWORD: 


E 


ACROSS 
1 Hook with a 


handia 
5 Insect with a 


stinger 


9 Buming crime 
14 Lion's C 


15 Outo f 
16 Second 


17 De 
migrant 


18 Musial or Gotz 
19 Flat surface. 


20 Masseur? 


23 Yean, sure 
24 Atrikanors 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): 
‘Take care of minor physi- 
cal problems. You should 
be careful not to leave your 

money lying around. Someone you 

Teast expect may walk off with some- 

thing that belongs to you, 


f VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22): You're in the mood 
to spend time with that 


© 
special person in your 


life, Make plans early. 


| LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
| 2): You will ave to Pc 
NEST | careful not to upset fe- 


males at work. f you don't 
play by the rules, opposition will cause. 
delays in your plans. Try to get along 
With others. 


[fü SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov.22- 
Dec. 21): Someone you 
live with is likely to give 


25 Eve's second 
27 Like a more 


delicata fabric 
30 Student 
monitor 


33 Sore spots 
34 Rem. 


36 Greet 


37 Expect loyally 

38 Spanish uncle 

39 Japanese 
Seaport 

41 TV oldie, 
Ramsey: 

42 Girder place 

44 Private 
Instructor 

45 inuits, 


49 For rent, in 
London 

51 Alum 

53 Mistroater of 
female 
elephants? 

58 lnfloxible 

60 ine 


Carpet 
61 Surrounding 
glow 

62 Make amends 
63 Fender blemish 
84 Happy starter? 
85 Deadly poisons 
86 Dundes dagger 
67 Sunrise place 


DOWN 

1 "Rhoda* co-star 
David 

2 Isao of the 
Senior PGA 


By Robert H. Waite 
North Woodmere, NY 


8 Mediocre 

4 Handouts 

5 Leak stopper 

6 Temple table 

7 Penn and 
Young 

8 _ Oreille Lake 

9 French avant- 
garde artist 

10 Alleviation 

11 Dependable 
spouse 

12 Caen's river 

18 Negative in 
Novgorod 

21 Seres a 
sentence 

22 India's dress 

26 Fathered 

27 Shaping 
machine 

28 Piots of land 

29 Throw out the 
family car? 

30 H.S. dance 

31 "My Fair Lady" 
director 

32 Ivan and 
Nicholas 

34 Colorado tribe 


^ 


you a hard time, Be pre- 
pared to stand up for your rights, but 
be aware that by doing so you may 
find yourself all alone. 


(es 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19): Get together 
with friends, You will 
need 10 be careful that 
you don't slip up when it comes to 
shipments. Delays are likely, and you 
should compensate if at all possible. 


Feb. 18): You need to 
concentrate on your job. 
Financial limitations do 
not sit well with you. You may find 
yourself looking for a new position 
if you haven't been pulling your 
weight. 


fi AQUARIUS (Jan, 20- 


PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Don't. 


35 Actress Long 
40 Traveler's tolo. 
43 Anjou's cousin 
48 Thyroid 
treatment 

47 Oozy sodiment 
49 Singer Shania 
50 State one's 


51 Snatch 

52 Morano or 
Fudner 

54 Early aulo 
makor 

55 Waikiki danco 

56 Time periods 

57 Enthalled 

59 — Plaines, IL 


] limit yourself. If there's 
something you want, 
then go after it, You'll 
have no one to blame but 

yourself if your personal life is lack- 

ing pizzazz. 


Birthday Baby: You are bright-eyed 
and eager to learn, You have a pro- 
pensity to do all, see all and experi- 
ence all. You are aggressive, disci- 
plined and willing to take a chance 
1o discover something new. 


LETS FACE TT, 
OUR LITTLE Poy 


YES, BUT ARE WE?! 


9 more Kd 


DAYS oF SCHOOL! 


BY BRIAN & GREG WALKER 


cs 


DITTO! 1 JUST MADE THAT! 
£ sa 
THATS WHEN. 


BES ARE BEST 


LOVEKNOTS 


ANG DAPAT SA MEA BUMIBILI 
NG SNATCHED AT NAKAI 
CELLPHONES KATULAD NYAN, 
AY HIMUHULI RINE! 


x 


A 


PI KA BA NAKD-KONSYESIA: PAN 
MALAY MO KUNG ANG DATING 
MAY-ARI NYAN AY BINUSBOG, 
SINAKSAK O BINARILIC 

KAYA SIGURD,, 


NA- POSSESS ANG, 
CELLPHONE Mo.) 


TULDOK 


AL d 
ORANGE ORGASM. Junnel Liwanag 
and Ed Ariel on side view 


A TOAST with the devil, “Indulge!” I THINK | shall never see a poem 


lovely as a tree. 


A late summer night's wet dream 


"LOOK up, young man. Look up." That was what an 
excited partyphile whispered in my ear as 1 entered 
the NBC tent for the Asian launch òf Absolut 
Mandarin, 
But ! have already noticed that, instead of the 
usual air kisses and chtek-to-cheek action th 
happens in all parties, partyphiles had their eyes 
glued to the ceiling. 
t turned out that some “fairy orange" was 
making its descent and, just like a Butterfly 
hovering over a bloom, she was flying around a 
giant avant garde replica ofthe Absolut Mandarin Yap 
bottle. 
‘A thousand oranges formed that giant—27-ft— 
centerpiece. The venue was arranged to look 
like th “A Midsummer Night's 
Topless fairies flitted around the tent 
ling guesis with the scene's latest carry the newest Absolut variant,” 
tion—shots of citrus seduction, Absolut _res-Tan, chic in a golden Mandari 
Mandarin, a ich goes from 
‘The night's festivities were perfect for enticing _ For a minute there, I forgot 
a lover. First, tease the guests with just a hint of ^ — “Filipinos are really sweet,” Absolut big bosses 
what io come, maybe a peol off invite with he Eva Hedberg and Ted MeDomell were overheard 
word "indulge." Second, create the mood with the whispering to each other as they 
Sweet aroma of herbs and citrus. Third, leisurely concoctions. I hope more forei 
stimulate the crowd visually, aurally and orally way. too. 
with progressive music. entertainment and limitless Then | woke up from my dream. 


bbooze—all done in an absolutely adrenaline-pump- 
ing fabulous way! 
“We are proud to be the fi try in Asia to 


Chiqui Tor- 


ed 
ners think the same 


DENIM DELIGHT. Vina 
Morales in subtle seduction 


K a 

BASEMENT SEDUCT- 

ION. Kathy Webb inviles 

you to her next salon in HAVE A TASTE. Harry 
Rockwell. And, oh, of de Guzman asks us to 
course, the drink try his concoction. 


DESIGNER'S DREAMS. Mimi Tan, 
Gerry Katigbak and Juliet Tan 


ABSOLUT MANDARIN. 
Chiqui Tan and Erich Edralin 


WARNER MUSIC 
PHILIPPINES 


ME <> o 


BRING YOU 


BARS” 
The Barbie’s Cradle Bar Tour 


Catch the country’s hottest band as they hit 
the coolest G spot: town on the following dates: 
8th DAY, Ortigas - July 13 
Nth DEGREE, Malate - July 17 
PADI'S POINT, Jupiter St., Makati - July 20 
PADI S POINT, Mindanao Av July 24 
WATERING HOLE, Ortigas - July 26 
JEKYL & HYDE, La Salle - July 27 
SOUTHERN BULLS, West Ave. - July 30 


“All shows start at 10:00 PM. 
AN EVENTSCAPE PRODUCTION nnn 


McDonnell — Tolentino 


S Bioessence Bioessence 


SLIMMING CENTER 


T have to be in my swimsuit best! 


Iknew I had to LOSE 5 to 10 Ibs. in the shortest possible 
ime. And I didn't have the inclination to go on workout sessions, 
` Thanks to Bioessence, I lost pounds through their very SAFE 
‘and EFFECTIVE treatments which do not require exercise, pills 

and surgery. Is all natural — giving me the 


A combination of our natural body slimming | 
treatments will give you a guaranteed weight 
loss in no time at all. firming 


Me 
Jat breaker cellulite massage muscle toning 


BRANCHES 
* WEST AVE. * SM BACOOR 


372-2648 (046) 502-3568 
372-2649 (046) 571-1536 


— sia 00 
* DAVAO CITY 

(082) 226-2305 

(042) 224.0361, 


“PAMPANGA 


(045) 961-1876. , 
ea. 961-1887 sir 


= à 


SOON TO OPEN 


* CAINTA 
681-5310 
681-7339 

“LASPINAS. LIPA 
873-5784 (043) 404-1726 
8738830, (043) 404-1727 

= 


EL + ZAMBOANGA 
EM E 


* SM FAIRVIEW 
419-7549 
fes 

* GREENBELT 
813-3601 
n 13-3617 


move out 


zed 


Horoscope pius. 


If you want advice on your next career move, turn to zed Horoscope plus. 
Get your daily career-related horoscope or zodiac sign logo right on your 
cell phone. We've also got advice for the hopeless romantic (keyword : LH <SIGN>), 
advice with machismo (keyword : MH «SIGN»), a fentinine touch (keyword : 
FH <SIGN>) plus tips on how to deal with teen-related issues (keyword : TH «SIGN»). 


E d Sagi arius 


LOGO SAGITTARIUS 


gee Capricorn 


LOGO CAPRICORN 


i Aquarius 


1060 AQUARIUS 


fs | 


P Aries bee Pn 


1060 ARIES 1060 tto 


Wr Cams Fr 


,...1060 TAURUS, 1060 VIRGO 


dibomui — rjifüm 


1060 GEMINI 1060 LIBRA 


| Sep 


— a 


1060 CANCER 1060 PISCES 


| : Il 


Youve 
spac ae 


menossa senda zae 
wawa Di coo 


Services available exclusively to.SMART Gold, SMART Buddy and Talk N' Text subscribers. Logos avallable 1 
to selected Nokia phones only. P42.00 for every sutcessful download of logo. 250 per horoscope received, 


Globe Handyphone nie 


w 


Class favorites 
! A 
mate more Popular! 


f 
a 


Nokia 3310 ^ x 


-P4,390. 


—: 


WANNA BE COOL IN SCHOOL? WE'VE GOT THE HOTTEST PHONES ON OUR ROLL-CALLI 


WITH P300 WorTH OF PREPAID CREDITS FREE! 
SO HURRY AND GET YOUR ACT TOGETHER NOW! 


Globe 


C HANDYPHONE &* i 


Prepaid Plus 


MSO AWNLABLE GLOBEXPLORE SIM PACK FoR P390 AND THE STANDARD SIM PACK ror owt P690 


‘ 


